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Spot the typo! 


We're not especially good spellers, as 
some of you are fond of pointing out, so 
we can pretty much guarantee that there's 
a typo, grammatical error or some other 
boo-boo in this issue. The first several 
people (rather arbitrarily chosen) to send 
an e-mail to carolyn@vueweekly.com 
detailing such a find win their pick from 
the astoundingly horrible pile of CDs in 
our offices. And we're losing the battlk— 
our pile is closing in on 400. Help! 

Last week, a couple of you caught the 
missing “f” in the word “for” here on this 
page, while other caught an extraneous 
“o" in the word “too” in our Dude's CD 
review. We got it—we suck. But you 
can't win if you don't play ... or something 
like that. Thanks for reading and, of 
course, spotting. 


Here's your 
opportunity 
to save lives. 


Book a blood 
donation 
appointment 
today! 
Canadian 

Blood Services 
8249 - 114 Street 


Donor Clinic Hours 


Monday - Friday 
8:30 am - 1:30 pm & 
3 pm - 7 pm 


Saturda 
9am-2pm 


Call 1888 2 DONATE 


for more information or to book an sppointmne nt. 
bloodservices.ca 
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BESTEST OF EDMONTON / 14 

What do graffiti and savage sewer smells 
have in common? Both engraved them- 
selves on our collective psyche enough to 
make us put fingers to keyboard and cele- 
brate all of the wacky and wonderful rea- 
sons we love to love our city. 


RIVERDALE SENIORS PROTEST / 5 
"There's a class conflict, and | think peo- 
ple have been twisting themselves out of 
shape trying to avoid the reality of that.” 
—Fabian Jennings, Riverdale resident 


STREET PERFORMERS FEST / 32 

“It reminds us all why we got into this: 
we all like to be stupid.” —Darrin Hagen, 
performer about town 


SLAYER / 40 

“To me, | think that organized religion is 
just a giant farce. | think it's a crutch for 
people who don't have a strong will of 
their own.” —Kerry King, band guitarist 
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Another cheque in the mail? 


SCOTT HARRIS / scott@vueweekly.com 
ith one of his feet already out the political door, premier Ralph Klein 
W has once again floated the forward-thinking idea of taking a bite 
out of that troublesome $10 billion surplus by handing out “pros- 
perity cheques” to every Albertan. 

Of course, January’s round of populist Santa Clausism took a hefty $1.4 bil- 
lion out of it already, and the government has found things to do with most of 
the rest of it, but the Klein government still has $2.7 billion burning a hole in 
their collective pocket. 

With school boards in sound fiscal position, no problems in health care, 
rock-solid infrastructure, bargain-basement post-secondary tuition levels, no 
visible signs of poverty, an overwhelming nest-egg set aside for when the oil 
runs out, municipal governments rolling in the money and no environmental 
deficit to speak of, I'll admit that another round of cheques does seem like the 
only real option around. 

The question isn’t, as some Tory MLAs have put it, whether Albertans want 
another $400 (or heck, why not $700?). Who in their right mind doesn’t? But 
it’s the same question as “who wants lower taxes?” or “who wants another 
beer?” in that it’s meaningless unless it’s presented along with the alterna- 
tives available. Here’s one off the top of my head: do you want another round 
of prosperity cheques or the elimination of regressive health care insurance 
premiums? 

Governments spend money in order to accomplish collectively what thou- 
sands or millions of individuals would be hard pressed to accomplish on their 
own. Giving this money “back” to Albertans makes about as much sense as 
setting the budget for infrastructure at zero and giving the money “back” to 

Albertans to figure out a way to build roads and sidewalks on their own. 

Fortunately, almost all of the contenders for the premier’s chair have come 
out against the idea, with only Ed Stelmach speaking in favour of it. Unlike 
last time, when Klein announced the cheques without actually floating the 
idea by anyone else, this time he says the decision is up to caucus. Hopefully, 
the people in government who will be around next year to deal with all the 
problems this province has will have the foresight to nix round two of this 
ridiculous idea. v 
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HEAD TAX APOLOGY WAS 
ONLY THE FIRST STEP 


| thought that last week's Vue- 
point (“Head tax lessons 
ignored,” Jun 29 - Jul 5) was one 
fine piece of astute observation 
and wordsmithing. | have been in 
the Chinese head-tax/exclusion 
redress movement for 22 years, 
and yours is the clearest and 
strongest argument for redress 
and its relationship to current 
immigration policies. 

We in the Chinese head- 
tax/exclusion redress movement 
feel that the federal government 
must be committed to an open 
and transparent process, which 
includes head tax families. 

We call on the federal govern- 
ment to commit to complete a 
two-stage framework. The first 
step calls for an apology and 
urgent appropriate redress to sur- 
viving head tax payers and 
spouses. This was completed Jun 
22, 2006. The second step is 
appropriate redress to head tax 
families without surviving tax 
payer or spouse, to be completed 


GORE'S 
NMOVie ie 


by Jul 1, 2007—the 60th 
anniversary of the Chinese 
receiving the federal vote and 
100th anniversary of the China- 
town race riots in Vancouver. 

They or someone in their fami- 
ly paid the head tax. We are 
neighbours, friends and family 
who have endured journeys of 
hardship, sacrifice and suffering 
due to the effects of more than 
six decades of racial discrimina- 
tion specifically targeted at the 
Chinese in Canada. We welcome 
all Canadians to join us in this 
quest for justice and honour for 
our Chinese adventurers and pio- 
neers and their families. 

Again, thanks for your excel- 
lent thoughts and writing. 
SID CHOW TAN 


Vue Weekly welcomes reader 
response, whether critical or com- 
plimentary. Send your opinion by 
mail (Vue Weekly, 10303 - 108 
Street, Edmonton AB T5J 117), by 
fax (780.426.2889) or by e-mail 
(letters@vueweekly.com). Prefer- 
ence is given to feedback about 
articles in Vue Weekly. We 
reserve the right to edit for length 
and clarity. 
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CBC Cancon 
going south 


2 MEDIA 


SCOTT HARRIS / scott@vueweekly.com 
evels of foreign programming on 
| CBC-TV during primetime in 
Edmonton have hit a 15-year high, 
according to the media watch group 
Friends of Canadian Broadcasting. 

The organization released a 10-city 
study on Jun 29 showing that the prime- 
time schedule in Edmonton featured 4.5 
hours of foreign programming compared 
with 5.5 hours in 1990. 

Following a strategy throughout the 
1990s to include more Canadian program- 
ming during primetime, foreign content fell 
to just 1 hour a week in 2000, a trend which 
has been reversed over the past two years. 

“CBC-TV's success at shedding foreign 
programs from its primetime schedule 
through the 1990's has been almost com- 
pletely undone by President Rabinovitch and 
his senior management at CBC,’ according to 
lan Morrison, a spokesperson for the group. 

Friends of Canadian Broadcasting is 
calling for a mandate review of the CBC, 
which has come under fire for plans to 
move The National to make way for a US 
reality show. w 


VUEPOINT 


Riverdale seniors keep up 
fight for affordable housing 


MAYOR SAYS COUNCIL WON'T REVIEW DECISION 


CHLOE FEDIO / chloe@vueweekly.com 

early a month has passed 
Ne City Council's narrow 

6-5 vote rejected the propos- 
al for new affordable housing for 
seniors in Riverdale, but members of 
the community aren't giving up the 
fight just yet. 

Lorna Thomas explained that last 
week's Riverdale Tea Party Protest 
was an effort to bring the issue back 
to the City, while uniting Riverdale’s 
seniors to discuss affordable housing 
Issues, 

“They're a really focused group 
now, and I think it helped to sort of 
coalesce their will to not accept the 
decision of City Council,” said 
Thomas, a member of Sundance Co- 
op for the past 17 years. “They're not 
going out without a fight—that’s 
what I’m seeing.” 

Fabian Jennings and his wife, who 
were on the waiting list for Sun- 
dance’s proposed seniors co-op, are 
still shocked at the decision. 

“I's an interest that City Hall sup- 
posedly wanted to identify with, but 
here's a case where moving ahead 
with that agenda was very, very 
easy, and they have chosen not to do 
so,” 64-year-old Jennings said. 

Affordable housing for seniors is 
part of the City’s mandate, but Mayor 
Stephen Mandel explained that the 
co-op's proposed site, situated 
amongst a row of new expensive 


= HOUSING 


homes, wasn’t zoned for high-densi- 
ty housing. Owners of these new 
homes protested the 12-unit senior’s 
co-op, and despite the City’s attempt 
to mediate the debate, the two sides 
couldn’t reach an agreement and 
Council rejected Sundance’s request 
for rezoning. 

“That's one of the challenges we 
face: communities don’t want these 
changes. So when it comes up, that’s 
always the battle. We'd like to try to 
come up with a reasonable balance, 
but unfortunately, you can’t always 
do that,” said Mandel. 

And though Mandel hopes the 
community can overcome their dif- 
ferences, he said the Jun 12 decision 
that went against the co-op is final. 

“It came before Council and Coun- 
cil made a decision. These decisions, 
once they're made, they're made,” 
he said, adding that he wasn’t in 
Edmonton when the vote took place. 


BUT FOR MEMBERS of the community 


who supported the project, City 
Council's decision has more serious 
ramifications. 

“A great number of very wealthy 
people flooded into the community 
and I really believe they want to 
change Riverdale into another River- 


bend. There's a class conflict, and I 
think people have been twisting 
themselves out of shape trying to 
avoid the reality of that,” Jennings 
said. “It's about rich people not want- 
ing a seniors development—which 
they regard as diminishing their prop- 
erty values—close to their homes.” 
For Ted Blowers, 72, the senior's 
Co-Op was an opportunity to live in 
the same community as his son and 
his sister. He recently moved to 
Edmonton to facilitate treatment for 
his wife Daughne’s heart problems. 
“As I get older, I’m less capable of 
doing so much stuff for myself, and 
it would be lovely to be near my 
family where we could all help each 
other,” Blowers said. “And I do 
notice that in that community, 
they're very caring people—most of 
them. They tend to help out if some- 
body’s sick or help out if somebody 
needs a hand and that is very reas- 
suring as you get on in your years.” 
Still, Mandel maintained that 
affordable housing for seniors is a 
priority and that there are many 
potential locations in Edmonton— 
though not necessarily in Riverdale. 
“1 think this Council is very com- 
mitted to affordable housing and 
we're doing everything we can to 
promote it and to help with it, but 
sometimes things don’t work out as 
well as everybody would like them 
to,” Mandel said. v 
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Are sunscreens really 


the safe way to enjoy 
the summer sun? 


= | WELL WELL, WELL 


COWNIE HOWARD 
== | health@vueweekly.com 


It's that time of the year—we're dying to 
play outside, maybe take the edae off 
the pasty-white winter look. We keep 
hearing about the dangers of sun, and 
although the dark-baked look is no 
longer really in vogue, thank goodness, 
and although we all know about sun- 
screen, skin cancer is still on the rise. 

Sunscreens haven't, for whatever rea- 
son, prevented most kinds of skin can- 
cer. In fact, the greatest rise in 
melanoma has been experienced in 
countries where sunscreens have been 
heavily promoted and used—something 
that should give us cause for pause 

Some of this is almost certainly due 
to overexposure prompted by the sense 
of safety sunscreens give, but is there 
more involved? 

Government regulations require test- 
ing for new chemicals used in consumer 
products, such as sunscreens, to deter- 
mine that they don't cause cancer. So 
that shouldn't be the problem. 

But chemicals aren't yet being tested 
for their endocrine-disrupting effects, 
which might be, in the end, the same as 
cancer-causing. 

Some of the chemicals used in sun- 
screens, such as the highly recommend- 
ed benzophenone and avobenzone, by 
verdict of a rapidly-growing body of evi- 
dence, liave these effects—effects that 
are apparently similar to the ones of 
DDT, Dioxin, DES and PCBs. 

We've all heard about those. 
Endocrine-disrupting means the chemi- 
cals are absorbed into the body where 
they mess with the endocrine system, 
with our hormones, with our health. 

This is creepy, but benzophenone has 
been shown to foster excellent growth 
of breast cancer cells in lab studies, and 
fish examined in numerous studies have 
been found to have hermaphroditic char- 
acteristics such as ovarian tissue in 
male testes. Researchers are attributing 
this to chemicals like benzophenone sur- 
viving sewage treatment and settling to 
the bottom for bottom-feeding fish 

The dramatic increases in non- 
Hodgkins lymphoma, and breast, ovari- 
an, uterine, prostate, testicular and 
thyroid cancers over the past 30 years 
have been linked to high exposures to 
pesticides, solvents and fertilizers— 
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products containing similar endocrine- 
disrupting chemicals 

Officially, sunscreens are still safe. | 
say the jury’ still out, at best. Skin can- 
cer—any kind of cancer—no thanks, not 
if }can help it. | have a sunscreen-d 
ed friend currently dealing with 
harsh reality of stage IV ovarian cancer 

If it's true that the products designed 
to protect us from sun damage aren't 
any better for us than sunburns are— 
which is what it looks like to me—and 
it's true that they actually produce fr. 
radicals in their own right, which 1 
argue they do and which is what they 
supposed to be protecting us from, th 
Maybe we need to consider going back 
to Victorian beauty standards—pale 
white, never-expased-to-sun skin? 

Forgo the summer pleasures of 
breezes on still-wet skin, and ins 
either stay in shade, or don long 
long pants and hats year-round? 1 
it's not so. 

We know that moderate unfiltered 
sun exposure provides health benefits— 
vitamin D production, stronger bones 
enhanced immune function, and, accord- 
ing to experts on Seasonal Affective Dis- 
order or SAD, regulation of serotonin 
But when they say moderate, what the 
really mean is minimal. Minutes. No 
hour-long swims until after 4 pm, no soc- 
cer or football or building sand castles 
unless they're mini-games. It's too sad 

| dunno ... | am going to seek out a lot 
more shade than | ever used to, but I've 
been craving the sun's warmth for 
months, and because | want to swim 
and bask in that warmth without setting 
an egg timer, and because | doubt that a 
teensy 12.5 minutes of fun in the sun is 
going to be realistic 

We spend enough time indoors in 
these parts, wishing it would warm up 
and play and laughter are good medi- 
cine, so I'm not quite ready to be content 
with shade and indoor activity only 

But 1 do want to be smart about it, 
and I've decided that, though approved 
the regular available-at-drugstore sun- 
screens aren't the way to go. Instead 
I'm going to use suncreen products 
available in health food stores, that are 
free of at least avobenzone and ben- 
zophenone—just to be safe 

Then there are those other summer 
issues like West Nile Virus, the 
approved but controversial DEET, and the 
domestic versus imported beer thing, but 
I'll save those for another time. w 
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SCOTT HARRIS / scott@vueweokly.com 
he agreement signed on Cana- 
da Day to end the long-stand- 
ing softwood lumber dispute 
between Canada and the US is com- 
ing under fire from opposition parties, 
unions and industry representatives 
who say the deal gives up too much 
to US forestry companies. 

The deal, which is still tentative, will 
return $4 billion of the $5 billion in 
duties Canadian firms have paid since 
the dispute began in 2001. It also puts 
limits on shipments if there is a drop in 
lumber prices south of the border. 

While the deal is for seven years, 
with the possibility of extension for an 
additional two years, it includes a 
controversial escape clause which 
would allow either side to terminate 
the agreement after just 36 months. 

Canadian firms must also agree to 
drop their litigation, much of which 
has been decided in Canada’s favour. 

"The Conservatives have capitulat- 
ed on everything,” federal NDP Inter- 
national Trade Critic Peter Julian said 
in a statement. This deal is ... bad for 
our lumber industry from coast to 
coast and if it goes through, it will 
declare open season on any Canadian 
industry the US wants to target with 
illegal tariffs because they know 
they'll be rewarded.” 


THE AGREEMENT, first announced in 
early April, was signed by Trade Min- 
ister David Emerson and US Trade 
Representative Susan Schwab in 


ritics cut softwood deal 
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Geneva. The federal Liberals called 
the deal a “sell-out.” 

All three opposition parties have 
called for the Commons trade com- 
mittee to reconvene next week, and 
the NDP has suggested the House of 
Commons should be recalled. 

While Canfor, the Vancouver-based 
forestry giant formerly headed by 
Emerson, says they can live with the 
deal, many industry groups including 
the BC Lumber Trade Council and the 
Alberta Softwood Lumber Trade Coun- 
cil have come out against the deal. 

Both the Communications, Energy 
and Paperworkers and the United 
Steelworkers, who collectively repre- 
sent the majority forestry workers in 
Canada say the government should 
not sign the deal. 

“It’s not a deal that brings any kind 
of stability to any party,” according to 
Don MacNeil, administrative vice-pres- 
ident of the CEP Western region. “The 
dispute can start again in three years, 
so there’s no kind of lasting solution.” 

MacNeil also says the agreement, 
which is a tacit admission of guilt, 
sends the wrong message about 
Canada’s forestry practices. 

“For us to have to pay one penny of 
restitution means that the trade bul- 
lies win and that NAFTA and WTO 
dispute resolution processes really 
don’t mean anything.” vw 
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There are few casual questions as 
uncomfortable, at least for me, as the one 
most often asked at parties full of 
strangers: “So what do you do?” Brain 
Eno, electronic noodler, sometime rock 
star and father of ambient music, says 
that he usually tells people he’s an 
accountant, unless there’s a lot of time to 
explain things. | confess | also like to 
make stuff up, but if I'm feeling pressed 
for an honest answer (and | can spot an 
escape route), I'll generally tell people I'm 
a writer. At least it's what | spend some 


of my time doing, or trying to do. Some- 


times people even pay me for it. 

Susan Sontag once famously described 
a writer as someone who's interested in 
everything. In that sense too, for better or 
worse, | fit the bill. Let's be clear: Sontag 
didn’t say a writer had to know everything 
(or even anything), just have an interest in 
it. And | have nothing if not interests. 

This leads to shelves and stacks of 
books that, to a stranger, might seem ran- 
domly, even perversely selected; books 
read, books combed through, books 
skimmed, books half-devoured and aban- 
doned, books read in a trance on inter- 
continental flights, books bought and 
promptly, guiltily ignored; novels certain- 
ly, but also memoirs, history books, 
anthropology books, art books, travel 
books, poetry books, comic books, philos- 
ophy books, books of essays, books on 
politics, books on plants, sex or war, 
books on crime, drugs, food or film, books 
on theatre or music, books on other 
books, books on religion, books on death 
and dying, books on the apocalypse, 
books on dancing ... you get the idea. 

Mine is a library founded in capricious- 
ness, inconsistent enthusiasms and neu- 
rotic indecision. But books come to us 


Bibliophiles anonymous 
is called to order... 


from so many places. Without a focused 
area of study or rigorous approach to 
whatever proposed canon, | have nothing 
resembling a focused agenda for what | 
read. | hate the look or even the thought 
of an unfinished book, but | shift restless- 
ly and thrive on blind variety. 

Obviously, my habits are my own, but 
if we can agree that any reader's life- 
reading list ultimately mirrors something 
of my jumble, then perhaps Julio 
Cortazar's novel Hopscotch is the book 
that most closely resembles the reader's 
journey. It consists of chapters that 
Cortazar claims can be read in at least 
two different sequences. | like to think it 
could be more than two. Inevitably, cer- 
tain sequences will prove more illuminat- 
ing than others (just as reading certain 
books before others can aid comprehen- 
sion), but the theory is irresistibly 
grandiose, Borgesian in its labyrinthine 
possibilities. (And, incidentally, Hop- 
scotch is also, you know, a good read.) 

In an attempt to turn my wayward 
reading into something useful, I’m going 
to base this column you're currently read- 
ing the first instalment of into a forum for 
discussing books and book culture in gen- 
eral—something that hops unapologeti- 
cally from topic to topic, linked only by 
general literary interests and subjects 
that | can either claim at least some rea- 
sonable knowledge of or can research 
before my deadline. And | will reserve a 
healthy portion specifically for Canadian 
literary culture, whose richness is easily 
forgotten or downplayed with all-too- 
Canadian modesty. 

If you choose to return to this column, 
trust me, this is the most I'll ever be 
writing about me. | just felt an introduc- 
tion was in order, so that later on you 
won't have to wonder, “What the hell is 
this? And why the hell is it named after 
a playground activity?” It's about books, 
and its named after a book—a very 
good book that you might just want to 
check out. w 
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Coming home from a long summertime 
trudge around the city, | find my upstairs 
neighbour shirtless and soaking wet in a 
folding chair, the sparkling comb of the 
lawn sprinkler oscillating over him, his 
lady and his buddy. 
“Grab a beer! Grab a chair! Get under 
the sprinkler!” 

| kind of didn’t want to. The sun was 
far off its midday peak, and even at the 
hottest of hot times, I'm not one to enjoy 
intermittent soakings. But there was 
something frighteningly insistent in his 
manner—! knew there was no way | 
could get away with slinking into the 
cool, dry downstairs; we have precious 
few house rules, and NO PARTY-POOPING 
tops that tiny list. Dutifully, | retrieved a 
beer and feigned comfort in the least- 


sprinkled area | could find. 

“The fuckin’ arcade at the bus station 
sucks!" he informed me as icy water 
washed over us. Just the day before, he 
was telling me how bus stations had the 
best pinball tables and videogame cabi- 
nets; | guess he’d done some disappoint- 
ing downtown recon that afternoon. 
“Fuckin’ Stargate pinball, and it didn't 
even fuckin’ work! Everything else was 
fuckin’ Big Buck Hunter or whatever! 
Fuckin’ bullshit!” 

I'd seen him like this before—sun- 
shine, liquor and low blood-sugar work- 
ing madness together. The 
glucose-stabilizing salmon steaks looked 
a long way in the future; he needed to 
get up and get focused. Also, the shad- 
ow of the house was falling over us, 
something needed to be done to get him 
off this sadistic sprinkler kick or the four 
of us’d all be turning blue with beers in 

our hands. 
“Dude,” | said, “what do you care 
about the bus station? You've got almost 
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the best videogame in the world right 
there in the garage. Why don’t we plug in 
Super Dodge Ball” 

“Yeah ... yeah ... “ he muttered, his ener- 
gy fading. “That's what it's there for...” 

“You want me to start the barbeque?” 
his girl asked, gently; we were all in this 
together. 

“Yeah ... yeah ... Gotta get the salmon 
on .. “ He wobbled up out of his sodden 
lawnchair, fumbled the sprinkler off and 
disappeared into the house. Mission 
accomplished—with all the ‘80s-style 
arcade dodgeball action we could stand 
lying ahead. 

The pleasures of a home arcade can’t 
be overstated. There's just something so 
totally rad about having an cabinet or two 
of your very own, something that touches 
the essence of what it is to be a game 
nerd. The arcades are long dead and 
gone; besides the random Galagas and 
Ms Pac-Mans scattered in bowling alleys, 
pizza joints and laundromats, collectors’ 
home galleries are the last remnant of 
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the old days ... and the truant schoolkid in 
everyone still gets a naughty cheater's 
thrill flicking the wire for scores of quar- 
terless credits. 

‘This particular garage arcade isn't 
really set up—! fear my neighbour's 
dreams of some kind of manly man’s 
lounging lodge are a long way off—but 
buddy and | | managed to shove enough 
camping equipment out of the way to get 
Super Dodge Ball up and running. Super 
Mario Bros and Top Gunner we'll leave 
for another day; Technos’ 1987 master- 
piece of volleyball violence is the star of 
this show. 

Barefoot, sunstroked, stoned and 
giddy, we manned the cabinet, starting 
out awkward but building quickly to the 
level where that game becomes what it 
is: the spirit of gym-class viciousness, 
fe-imagined as an international profes- 
sional sport, projected into videogame 
reality. Swearing, screaming, button- 
mashing, controller-slamming, laughing 
power of pure play. Massacres and routs 
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alternating with narrow at-the-whistle 
victories decided by a single perfect 
spike.The distractions of hoser-arcade 
play—cigarette smoke stinging the 
eyes, unlocked coin-slot door banging 
the knees, miscellaneous garage debris 
potentially painful underfoot—only 
made things better. 

Eventually my neighbour, revivified and 
de-drunkened by food and fluids, joined 
us in the garagecade. By the time we'd 
gone through countless rounds-robin of 
dodgeballing it was after midnight; | went 
happily to bed with my first honest case 
of Gamer's Wrist in months. You can play 
Super Dodge Ball—shit, you can play any 
game ever made—via computer emula- 
tion, but you know it'll never be as good 
as beating shit out of three hundred 
pounds of particleboard and circuitry. The 
only thing lacking was a sweaty old 
burnout with a beer belly and a change 
belt threatening to ban us for whaling on 
the machine. 

He wasn't missed. Much. w 


~Mama Mia! Sacre bleu! It’s Italy and France in the World Cup final! 
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After almost a month of heartbreak and 
ecstasy, controversy and triumph, dis- 
gruntled Togolese, cocky Germans, fever- 
ish Ghanaians, nervous French and 
disappointed English, questionable calls, 
bad calls, ridiculous calls and bullshit 
calls, it come to this 

Francesco Totti and his surprising 
Azzuri will face retiring superstar Zinedine 
Zidane and les bleus for the World Cup 
this Sunday. This week, Goooooooooal! s 
Brian Gibson visited Café Italia in little 
Italy during ItalyS awe-inspiring win over 
hometown Germany, while Frangois Zolan 
kept track of the rest of the happenings 
around the pitch as \a Copa Mondial 
builds towards its finish. 


BY KICKOFF THE DOOR is shut, the fan 
whirs in the dark, and 40 faithful have 
gathered in the back room of the Café 
Italia to watch their team, a little glow of 
dog-day summer light creeping in under 
the projection screen. The unlikely under- 
dogs have a match-fixing scandal back 
home that’s led to a near-suicide by an 
ex-player, and now they face the hosts 
and their 12th man, the boisterous crowd 


With the Germans taking home the trophy 
in Italy 16 years ago, can the green- 
white-and-red return the favour? 

In the first half, the Azzurri controls the 
midfield, opens up space along the 
wings, and outruns the Germans. At 15’, 
Perrotta messes up his semi-breakaway 
with a poor touch. The faithful edge slow- 
ly forward as the team presses, then 
slump back when an offensive fades. 
Beneath the sense of anticipation is that 
sick knowledge that all it takes, some- 
times, is one half-chance on counterat- 
tack. The crowd yells “miss!“ as 
Schneider obligingly rips a shot just high, 
and there are huge cheers when the Ger- 
mans are shown yellow cards. 

By the second half, the stillness of the 
air is thickening. A burly fellow at the 
front, who uttered a series of unprinta- 
bles when the TV panel unanimously 
picked Germany to win, has already 
fumed about the Mexican ref (yelling, 
somewhat ironically, that “the fix is in!) 
and as the game runs on, he reels off 
longer strings of expletives. The azure- 
shirted fans boo and shout at shots of the 
Germans complaining. Frustration creeps 
in as Italy drifts balls long, not building up 
their attack. In the 63’, Buffon stops a 
point-blank shot from Podolski, turning 
his marker in the box. Italy’s back line 
wavers, but holds steady, the regal Can- 
navaro holding court. 


It's the near-death of extra time. The 
tension is stifling. The midfielders are 
ragged with fatigue and more space is 
opening up. Italy roars out, and everyone 
stands as Gilardino weaves along the 
goal line, stuttering the ball off the post. 
Groans again as Zambrotta clashes one 
off the bar. The fans’ emotions come like 
breaths, cries of dismay at near-misses 
alternating with gasps of concern as Ger- 
many surges. In the 112’, cheers of relief 
when Buffon stabs a blast over the bar 
with a punch-save. 

With the deadlock nearly clinched 
and penalties looming, Pirlo snakes 
along the top of the box and picks out 
Grosso, who curls an absolute beauty 
inside the far post. The already risen 
throng lets out a boom of triumph. They 
are hugging each other, standing on 
tables, roaring as they high-five. When 
Totti flicks a dagger into the desperate 
Germans’ hearts two minutes later, the 
place explodes in jubilation. 

2-0. A soccer classic. And that Holy 
Grail that’s only given every four years, 
that so many teams crusade for? The 
force of Azzurri fans who file out into Lit- 
tle Italy, basking in the victory, know the 
World Cup will be within reach at last on 
Sunday. 86 


WHILE IT'S HARD to argue that the other 


semi-final between Portugal and France 


reached the heights of brilliance of the 
aforementioned modern classic that was 
Italy vs Germany, the game was not with- 
out its drama. 

The contest’s lone goal was the prod- 
uct of a mildly questionable (I was watch- 
ing the game at a Portuguese 
delicatessen, mind you, so my interpreta- 
tion might be a little bit coloured) penalty 
kick awarded in the 33’ after Thierry 
Henry tripped over Ricardo Carvahlo 
inside the box. Zidane coolly knocked the 
penalty past goalkeeper Ricardo Pereira, 
and although Portugal out-chanced—and, 
arguably, out-played (| refer to my previ- 
ous caveat}—the French for much of the 
game, specifically in a late flurry that saw 
Luis Figo head a bobbled Fabian Barthez 
save just over the crossbar, Luiz Felipe 
Scolari’s Seleceao das Quinas ultimately 
were unable to break the so-called French 
curse: Portugal have only beaten France 
five times in 21 tries; the most recent vic- 
tory was in 1975. 


TO GET TO THE SEMIS, Portugal had to 
beat England earlier in the week in a 
game which saw the Three Lions’ great 
white hope, striker Wayne Rooney, 
ejected for kicking Portugal's Christiano 
Ronaldo, who has been accused of 
indulging in “histrionics” by the British 
press. The whole incident seems eerily 
familiar to David Beckham's red-card 
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earning kick at Argentina's Diego Sime- 
one in England's last game of the 1998 
World Cup. Following England's depar 
ture from this edition of the tournament, 
Beckham officially stepped aside as the 
captain of the English team, and English 
fans got used to the idea that their 40- 
year World Cup drought will continue 
until 2010 at least. 

In the other semi-final match-ups, 
Ukraine's best game of the tournament 
wasn't enough to avoid a convincing 3-0 
victory by Italy, while Germany's win over 
Argentina was controversial thanks more 
so to the antics of the announcer at the 
stadium in Berlin (the supposedly impar- 
tial official began exhorting German fans 
to cheer on their team). 

France's surprise quarter-final upset 
of heavily favoured Brazil was possibly 
the shock of the tournament. France 
had looked extremely unimpressive 
throughout the opening rounds, narrow- 
ly squeaking into the knockout stage. 
The Brazilians, while also facing ques- 
tions about the fitness of key players 


* (especially Ronaldo, who showed up in 


Germany looking, well, kind of fat), 
appeared to be rounding into world- 
beating form, but virtuosic play by the 
surprising French stymied the Brazilian 
attack. Vive la France—who says 
smoking and a high fat diet are bad for 
you? FZ 
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Underexposed culinarian 


discovers that ‘Greece 
is the Word!’ 


ELLA JAMESON / olla@vueweekly.com 
t is said that the ancient Greeks 
| invented democracy. They are 
also responsible for Ouzo and, 
subsequently, the hangover. I'm famil- 
iar with all three. 

When it comes to Greek cuisine, 
however, I’m pretty much a novice. 
I've eaten pita bread and I buy Greek 
salad dressing now and then, but oth- 
erwise I’ve been underexposed to 
Greek food. 

A few weeks ago, I met up for lunch 
with a friend at Koutouki Taverna on 
the city’s South Side to be enlightened. 
Like a tiny Greek island, Koutouki is 
hidden between the Travel Lodge and 
the Coast Terrace Inn along Gateway 
Boulevard. Spanning the south side of 
the building is a large patio covered 
with an old-world pergola. 

I stepped through the entrance and 
was pleasantly taken aback at the 
interior. I hadn't expected to travel so 
far from home in one short stride. An 
arbour above my head was covered in 
climbing vines and tiny sparkling 
lights. Tables were set for dinner with 
lovely mismatched cotton floral print 
fabrics and cloth napkins. 

Photos of local celebrities graced 
the walls, signed and often including 
owner Yianni Psalios with his arm 
around a smiling, recognizable patron. 

With about 24 tables perched close- 
ly together under low ceilings, 
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Koutouki has recreated the cosy 
atmosphere of a Greek taverna. It was 
quiet over the midweek lunch hour, 
but we noticed several people come 
in to pick up overflowing boxes of 
food, presumably for their offices. 

Our server brought us menus and 
some delicious fresh coffee ($2) to sip 
while we made our choices. Attentive 
from the moment we sat down, he 
assured us that he would be happy to 
answer any of our questions regard- 
ing the menu. I was soon taking 
advantage of his knowledge 

Though I was tempted by the sou- 
viaki kebaps served with pita bread, 
salad and potatoes, we both decided 
to order from the generous list of 
appetizers. | finally settled on a small 
horiatiki (Greek village salad, $9) 
along with an order of prawn uvetsi 
($14). My friend chose dolmades ($11) 
and spanakopita ($9). 


WHILE WAITING, we enjoyed typical 
Greek music, which included more 
than one version of the theme from 
Zorba the Greek. The server brought us 
some freshly baked sourdough bread, 
heavy and warm from the oven, and it 


wasn’t long before my salad appeared 
along with the dolmades. 

The salad was made with fresh 
cucumbers, red onion, tomatoes and 
green pepper. It was topped with ripe 
black olives and crumbled feta cheese 
and doused in vinegar and olive oil. 
The classic Greek salad was a meal in 
itself, refreshing and filling. 

I stole an entire dolmade from my 
friend and, despite their similarity in 
appearance to cabbage rolls, | was 
pleased to find they were much more 


flavourful. Stuffed full of ground beef 


with a smattering of rice, they were 
wrapped in a vine leaf and cooked 
with butter. Served with a tzatziki 
sauce for dipping, they were astonish- 
ingly good. 

We hadn't quite finished our first 
course when the second arrived. My 
prawns were baked in a tomato sauce 
with onion and melted feta cheese 
generously spread atop the dish. I 
switched back and forth between 
bites of tender prawn and nibbles of 
tangy salad. My mouth rejoiced. 

Once again I had the opportunity to 
steal a slice of spanakopita from my 
friend. He generously offered a big 
piece of phyllo pastry filled with 
spinach and feta cheese, plus a hint of 
mint. It was flaky and warm, melting 
in my mouth and filling it with the 
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YUKON GOLD 
YUKON BREWING COMPANY, 
WHITEHORSE 
11.50 / SIX-PACK 

Like watching Canadian Idol, or lingering 
on Fashion File a \ittle longer than | should, 
sometimes | need to indulge in a more 
basic pleasure. Sometimes even beer 
snobs enjoy.a pint of well-crafted, straight- 
up beer. Particularly in the summer, the 
sweat coming off my brow demands a beer 
| don’t need to think about. 

In those moments, Yukon Gold fits the 
bill nicely. This unassuming beer offers 
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strong flavor of spinach. This was 
my friend’s favourite, but I wasn’t so 
sure. | was beginning to experience 
feta overload. 


AFTER OUR bottomless coffee cups 
were refilled for the umpteenth time, I 
decided that I could have a quick peek 
at the dessert menu. I asked the wait- 
er for a recommendation and he did- 
n't hesitate to suggest the baklava 
($6). A few moments later, I was eat- 
ing the most heavenly piece of pastry, 
filled with chopped almonds, cinna- 
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more flavour than expected without los- 
ing that crisp, refreshing experience so 
vital in summer. 

The Yukon Brewing Company is a fas- 
cinating little brewery. Started in 1997 in 
distant Whitehorse, it has gone through a 
couple of name changes and has some- 
how figured out how to overcome the 
unique challenges of being a brewery in a 
far corner of the country. It has aggres- 
sively worked the Edmonton market in 
recent months—as its increased profile 
in pubs and liquor stores shows. You have 
to give credit to any brewer willing to cart 
their ingredients 1 500 kms just to make 
good beer. 

Yukon Gold, one of the brewery’s two 
flagships (along with Arctic Red), is a hard 
beer to pin down. It has the cleanliness 
and crispness of a lager, even though it’s 


mon and cloves. The homemade 
boiled icing sauce drenched the phyllo 
pastry and almost—but not quite— 
overwhelmed it. 

As | sat enjoying my dessert, the 
film crew from The Family Restaurant, 
Food Network Canada’s documentary 
program about the well-known 
Psalios family and its four restaurants, 
arrived. The series, which has been 
renewed for another season, features 
Yianni, wife Kally, son Theo, daughter 
Dina and Koutouki head chef, Chris St 
Denis in their natural environment: 
the restaurant. 

Just when I thought we were being 
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Brewery hits Yukon Gold with honest beer 


brewed as an ale (at room temperature; 
lagers are cold fermented). It has some 
noticeable hop presence, but the malt bill 
dominates. | find it hard to classify. 

It comes across as an honest beer, 
though. There are some rich textures in the 
malt, offering subtle caramel, toast and a 
hint of wheat. The hop plays a supporting 
role—present without being dominant. It 
finishes moderately dry with an ever-so- 
slight lingering hop bitterness. 

Its drawback is a lack of distinct char- 
acter. There is no feature that brings the 
beer to the front of the pack. However, as 
a craft brewery replacement for Kokanee 
Gold or Big Rock, it fits the bill. Yukon 
Gold offers more flavour and stronger 
brewing quality. On a hot summer day, it 
will go down quickly and leave you want- 
ing to crack open another. w 


spoiled with attention, a tray of apples 
and cinnamon were brought out. The 
final touch “to cleanse our palates” 
made our experience complete. 
Although I clearly need to return 
and experience the apparently rowdy 
weekend ambience, my first real 
experience with Greek food was very 
agreeable. I got to try a number of dif- 
ferent selections, we were treated like 
royalty and I definitely plan to return. 
Next time I'll bring a group of 
friends and enjoy Yianni’s Meze, sam- 
ple a dozen different dishes from the 
kitchen and have a true Greek experi- 
ence—Koutouki style. w 
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Hunt for treats is as easy 
as tarts at Wild Earth 


CHRISTIE SCHULTZ / christie@vueweekly.com 
feel like I’ve been stalking baked 
| goods. More accurately, | feel like 
I've been stalking Wild Earth 


Bakery and its ready prey of bread- 


and tarts and scones—oh, my! 

When I visited Wild Earth Bakery for 
the first time with friends, | didn’t 
anticipate feeling like a creature of the 
wild, a predator on the hunt. | was just 
going out for brunch, to collect tastes 
and experiences for this review. But, 
after my third Wild experience in as 
many weeks, I can no longer deny that 
I have acquired a taste for fresh treats. 

Wild Earth Bakery and Coffee shop, 
located near the IGA on 99 Street, 
opened in early May just as folks like 
me started to crave a good patio to go 
with their morning coffee. Wild Earth 
provided a few outdoor tables in full 
sun, which our friends had picked out 
before we arrived. It's a good thing, 
though, that there was room outside 
and that we were in the mood for sun: 
on this Saturday morning, most seats 
inside were already full and tables for 
four were rare in any case. 

While the two outside tables were 
pretty standard, the interior décor was 
interesting. leather chairs, wood 
tables and lots of bar stools along the 
99 Street windows. There were plenty 
of dessert-style items in the refrigerat- 
ed case and enough brunchy pastries 
from which to make our selections. 

Our friends ordered brewed cof- 
fees, a fruity muffin and a raspberry 
with white chocolate scone. My part- 
ner ordered a latté ($3.95) and pas- 
tries of the savoury sort, a sausage 
roll ($1.75) and a cheese bun ($0.60). 
The latté was a given for me, too, and 
{ couldn't resist the raspberry scone 
($1.75), no matter how much the 
chocolate-drizzled croissants begged 
for my attention. 


THE BREWED COFFEE was great, even 


though it was set up in the slightly off- 
putting self-serve style. The muffin 
was reportedly mediocre, but the 
scone was delicious, warm and full of 
berries. Of the scone, I also noticed 
that the raspberry tartness was a nice 
way to balance the sweet white 
chocolate. My partner’s sausage roll 
and cheese bun were a bit on the dry 
side, but still quite enjoyable. The lat- 
tés were definitely better than the big- 
chain varieties, but not quite the 
dreamy European drinks that are so 
hard to find in Edmonton. 

One of our friends also noted that 
she felt the name “Wild Earth” was a 
bit misleading, that she had expected 
ancient grain breads or “hand-ground 
spelt flour muffins with wild blueber- 
ties straight out of the Alberta boreal 
forest.” But, when we left our sunny 
table, I suspected I might need to try 
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some of the desserts in the showcase 
someday. 

So, when faced with the “Where 
should we go for coffee?” question 
one evening the following week, Wild 
Earth seemed perfect. And, silently 
moving towards our prey, another 
friend and I were ready to pounce on 
some of Wild Earth’s tarts and cookies 

Again, we ordered coffees, a latté 
and an espresso ($2.55). But at this 
time of day, the desserts were ripe for 
the picking. We both ordered butter 
tarts ($1.50), mine with raisins, hers 
with pecans. My friend also tried the 
oatmeal cookie ($0.95) and I tried a 
pecan ball, which strangely showed 
up on the bill as a brownie ($1.50), so 
I don’t know how much it would have 
cost had there not been the error. 

The coffee again proved to be quite 
good. But the highlight was the tarts. 
They were amazing, with flaky crusts 
and gooey sweetness. The selection 
was also impressive, with plenty of 
fresh fruit tarts and pies to please 
almost any dessert lover. 

The cookies were good, but a bit on 
the “health food” side for my friend. 
Her choice of oatmeal may have had 
something to do with it. The pecan 
ball was very much homemade and 
holiday in flavour. If you're familiar 
with these delightful treats and 
haven't had them in years, you will be 
especially happy. And then the hunter 
became the hunted. When | arrived at 
a small dinner party the other day, 
one of the guests had brought a loaf 
of fantastically fancy-looking bread. 
“It's a herb and olive oil pull-apart 
loaf,” my friend explained. Where did 
she get it? “That new bakery, Wild 
Earth, over on 99 Street.” 

It found me this time, but I guess I 
shouldn't be surprised. It was a great 
accompaniment to our fresh pasta 
and salad meal, especially because 
we could just grab a piece and munch 
away—pull-apart loaves do not 
require slicing. 

While we weren't collectively 
impressed by everything we tried, we 
all agreed that Edmonton needs more 
little bakery and coffee shops, where 
lounging with a book seems appropri- 
ate. Wild Earth adds nicely to the 
scene. And | truly loved the herbed 
bread, the raspberry with white 
chocolate scone and the butter tarts. 
Coffee and treats will run you about 
$6 per person. 

I’m sure I'll become the bread and 
pastry huntress once again, And I’m 
certain that I'll go back to Wild Earth. w 
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Now serving up Tasty Breakfasts 7 Days a week! 
Terrific new Menu! Always Veagie Friendly 
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VUE STAFF 
re you ready Edmonton? For the fourth 
A year running, we've put the call out to 
our legions of writers to put their 
thoughts into what makes our city simply 
the bestest. 
We gave them no substantial 
guidelines, but they responded 
with odes to buskers, rages 
against graffiti and they uncov- 
ered all of those things that we 
see everyday without really 
seeing. 

We're not talking about any 
namby-pamby Top Ten lists. 
We're talking about all of the 

quirkiness, all of the irony and 
all of the eccentricities that 
make Edmonton one of the 
bestest, and even worsest, places to 
find yourself in. 
Contributors: David Berry (DB), Bryan Carroll 
(BC), Sarah Chan (SC), Jeremy Derksen (JD), 
Jason Foster (JF), Brian Gibson (BG), Scott Harris 
(SH), Ella Jameson (EJ), James Lyle (JL), Agniesz- 
ka Matejko (AM), Ross Moroz (RM), Eden Munro 
(EM), Carolyn Nikodym (CN), Sheena Rossiter 
(SR), Trent Wilkie (TW), Darren Zenko (DZ) 


BEST THING ABOUT SUMMER: GARAGE SALES 


Most people will say Folk Fest. Some will say 
the Fringe. Some diplomatically minded people 
might say “The Festivals.” No, you're incorrect. 
The best thing about summer is driving to 
someone's house, looking at all of their collect- 
ed belongings and the amazing discount prices 
they are offering them at, and then offering 
them half of what they're asking. Always offer 
half, then be willing to climb to 75 per cent. 
Don't ever pay full price. And if you need some- 
one to go garage sale-ing with (I, too, have 
alienated my girlfriend and most of my friends) 
just email me. Especially if you've got a truck. 
Poppa needs a new armoire. (BC) 


BESTEST GRAFFITI HOT SPOT 

(SECOND YEAR RUNNING) 

The political spraypaint blast zone around 109 
Street and 87 Avenue has mushroomed in the 
past year. Some of the sloppiest scrawlings 
offer the best messages, from “Capitalism Ate 
Baby” (sounds like a Manic Street Preachers 


My 
_ song) to “Society Is Not Progressing Any- 


Illustrations by 
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where.” Then there are the stencils, 
such as “This Is Your Lifetime Supply 
Of Democracy,” followed by 15 elec- 
tion-ballot Xs. But it should be 
whitewash time for the adffiti-pre- 


You're simply 
the bestest, 
Edmonton 


WE CELBRATE OURSELVES, WARTS AND ALL 


= |SUPERLATIVES 


tending-to-be-Zen-messages promoting Listen 
Records, methinks. Or at least be smart enough 
to daub the walls and sidewalks in shorthand, 
advertistes, and just draw an ear. (BG) 


BESTEST SWIMMIN’ HOLE 


Mill Creek pool, duh. (DZ) 


WORSTEST GRAFFITI 


The rumbling has slowly started, but it needs to 
get louder so this will end: whoever is still push- 
ing that damn “Listen” graffiti, stop. It was cute 
at first, especially that one in cursive that ended 
on the bike trail behind the High Level Diner. It's 
now become, in my daily life, more ubiquitous 
than any other marketing force I can think of; 
sure, it disturbs me that Tag body spray now has 
free samples attached to their bathroom ads, 
but at least I can walk down an alley without 
getting molested by them. I don’t care what 
other stencil or signifier you choose, just stop 
telling us to listen. Please. (DB) 


BESTEST THING WE'RE DEANITELY NOT 
ENCOURAGING YOU TO DO 


The safety and security of our readers is para- 
mount to us here at Vue. Therefore, we would 
never encourage our loyal audience to engage 
in an activity that was illegal, not to mention 
vaguely (well, borderline) dangerous. As such, 
as awesome and thrilling and breathtaking and 
awe-inspiring as it is to climb up on top of the 
High Level Bridge at night and walk from rail- 
road tie to rail-road tie as passing cars scream 
by beneath you and the city shines at you from 
across the abyss, we urge you not to engage in 
this act of trespassing, and we especially would 
not like to encourage the ingestion of any type 
of illegal hallucinogen beforehand. Ahhhh ... 
minimizing liability is fun. (RM) 


BESTEST ROADS FOR RUNNING MOONSHINE 

Now, I’m not suggesting that anyone builds their 
own still and pretends that they’re Uncle Jesse, 
but if someone was going to get into the moon- 
shine business, the place to do it would definite- 
ly be west of 111 Street and south of Ellerslie 
Road. There are plenty of wide open back roads 
around there, along with much woodland where 
the brew could be concocted away from prying 
eyes. Plus, there's the advantage of being able 
to race across the line into Leduc to escape any 
sort of police pursuit, just like they do in the 
movies. (EM) 


JULY 6 - JULY 12, 2006 THE BESTEST OF EDMONTON 


e—————— BESTEST OF EDMONTON 2006 —————_—. 


BESTEST UNABASHEDLY IRONIC NAME 
FOR A BUILDING 

Growing up in Toronto, the CN Tower 
is the place you take visiting relatives 
for a day of acrophobia-inducing fun. 
There's the glass floor, the spinning 
restaurant and the thousands and 
thousands of stairs. It's 553 metres of 
phallic frolicking. (It also held a spe- 
cial place in my heart because I share 
its initials.) But imagine my surprise at 
seeing Edmonton’s own CN Tower. At 
111 metres, it pales in comparison to 
its Eastern counterpart, but that, in 
itself, is awesome. It’s almost like that 
good ol’ Edmonton spirit is giving a 
fat finger to those folks at the centre 
of the universe. That is, until you find 
out that it was built a full 10 years 
before and that it actually had a rea- 
son for being there when the rail 
yards were operational. Then you 
realize that Edmonton is as cool as a 
cucumber, not givin’ a shit what the 
rest of the country thinks when some- 
one from back East says, “So ... that’s 
the CN Tower.” (CN) 


ESTEST WAY 10 AVOID 
AER VALLEY BRIDGE CONSTRUCTION 


Suckers—bet you thought you were 
going to read about a quicker way to 
get downtown by car. Bestest way to 
avoid bridge construction? Ride your 
bike or walk. The footbridge between 
Louise McKinney Park and the Muttart 
offers great views of the river, with 
two beautiful parks on either side and 


no diesel fumes. By car ... well, you're 


_ pretty much SOL. (JD) 


BESTEST RIP OFF NUMBER 1 

Wow, what an interesting idea SEE 
Magazine had two weeks ago review- 
ing bottled water. 1 wonder how they 
came up with that? That’s right, I did 
it seven weeks ago! Good to see 
they're thinking outside the box. (JL) 


BESTEST RIP OFF NUMBER 2 

As I sat reading though the current 
issue of Where Magazine, | came 
across a section in their Guide to 
Dining highlighting summertime food 
stops. They have called them the 
“Best-est.” They can’t even come up 
with their own bad grammar ideas. I 
wonder what someone will steal 
from us next? Vue Point? Looking at 
next week’s Sun, | am sure it will be 
there. (JL) 


BESTEST PLACE TO FEEL GOOD 
ABOUT BUYING STUFF 


If you're one of those people who 
actually care where the things you 
buy come from, Edmonton boasts an 
oasis of ethical consumption in 
Earth's General Store (10832 Whyte 
Avenue, upstairs). Loaded with envi- 
ronmentally friendly, fairly traded, 
paradigm-shifting goodies from clean- 
ers to soccer balls to books to choco- 
late to baby supplies, it’s the place to 
buy stuff with a clear conscience. It’s 
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The Option 
is Yours 


In the booming city of Edmonton, in carefully selected areas, 
grow perfectly planned neighbourhoods where Park Place 


Communities' four storey condos stand. Consistently the 


most well thought-out floor plans, and behind each door a 


home that continues to have more choices, more colours 
and more reasons to rest easy. Park Place is the first 
choice for new homeowners, offering sought-after upgrades 
that are raising the bar in condo living. Pick your location, 
visit a show suite and start planning your future sooner. 


We are your new home solution. 


Whitemud Dr 


Anthony Henday Dr 


Hamptons 
199 Street - 53 Avenue 
KATHY ABOUGHOUSHE 235-0419 


Mon - Thurs 2-7 - Weekends / Holidays 12-5 


South Terwillegar 
7323 South Terwillegar Dr 
REBECCA EFFA 232-5295 


Mon - Thurs 2-7 - Weekends / Holidays 12-5 


BESTEST PLACE 10 BE ABDUCTED BY ALIENS 


Bay Station isn't-a-stop | get on or off at very often. University or 
Corona are my stops of choice, but every time | get the chance 
to pass through Bay Station | sure get the creeps. Those metallic 
silver walls, the rainbow coloured circular benches and the 
Strange terrarium they've got up near the stairs that take yau to 
the street, all of them combine to create the kind of place that 
aliens would find it easy to either take you (by using the benches 
as landing pads) or to keep and breed you (by feeding you from 
what they'll grow in the terrarium). Seriously, who designed 
that crazy thing? (BC) 
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#)) f) RECORDING CLASSES BEGIN 


SEPTEMBER 


Chunk, 

Starewell, Keating, 

Rake, Tupelo Honey, 

Matthews Grin, Vedanta, 

War Party, EMI, Shoreline 

Records, 604 Records, Long Way 
Down, KOAN, HAVEN, Amoeba, HiLo 


Study massage-therapy without 
giving up your day job? Quire, 


MH VICARS SCHOOL 
of MASSAGE THERAPY 


“THE DISTANCE-LEARNING ALTERNATIVE 


We offer a two-year distance-learning course in 
therapeutic massage that i is affordable, 
thorough, and prepares students for a 

professional career. 


Apply now for September classes. 
Call 491-0574 


Get the whole story at: 
www. mbvicarsschool.com| 
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~WORSTEST PLACE 10. 
CYCLE WHEN IT’S 
BLOWING FROM THE 
NORTHWEST 


Nothing is worse than the odour of 
the wastewater treatment plant at 
Gold Bar Park on a hot summer after- 
noon when the wind is blowing from 
the wrong direction. Be ready to 
power up the hill and past the plant 
at lightning speed while holding your 
breath. It's a challenge to see how 
far you can get before you have to 
inhale again, pulling acrid stench into 
your screaming lungs. (EJ) 


CONTINUED FROM PREVIOUS PAGE 


also a one-stop information hub for 
what's happening in progressive cir- 
cles in Edmonton. Oh, and they're 
now the only certified organic, fair- 
trade coffee roaster in town. This 
place just keeps getting cooler. (SH) 


BESTEST CHEAPER ART OPPORTUNITY 


They've had a couple of Draw-A- 
Thons over at Latitude 53, and I can’t 
imagine they won't have more. Wall- 
to-wall fun people until the wee, wee 
hours, getting’ a bit fuddled and 
working in a room like a kindergarten 
got hit with the Age Beam. A great 
place and time for a blocked Bohemi- 
an to blow out the lines and get back 
to basics: crayon and ballpoint on 
butcher paper. (DZ) 


BESTEST PLACE 10 GET BUSTED 
BY PHOTO RADAR 


By no means am | trying to say that 
getting a photo radar ticket is a good 
thing (by bestest I actually mean 
worstest), but going eastbound on 51 
Avenue from 122 Street will actually 
give you the bestest sting that'll burn 
a hole right through your wallet on 
most days. Oh yes, the nice white 
Ford mini van with a tacky decal on 
its siding—a van that can be 
described as a soccer mom van—is 
actually working for the Man. Usually 
parked on the right-hand side of the 
road, it can pack a mean punch in the 
50km/hour zone. Not that I would 
know ... (SR) 


BESTEST PLACE T0 SEE HOW 
EDMONTON CATERS TO THOSE WHO 
HAVE NO POSITIVE CULTURAL OR 
SOCIAL AFFECT ON THE CITY IN ANY 
WAY, SHAPE OR FORM 

Whyte Avenue at 3 am on any given 
Friday or Saturday. (TW) 


BESTEST BYLAW THAT OUGHT TO BE 
ENFORCED THIS SUMMER 

Not that you'd know it walking down 
the street or having a beer on a patio, 
but the City of Edmonton actually has 
a bylaw limiting how frickin’ loud a 


vehicle on city streets is allowed to 
be. Now, I enjoy being deafened by 
some meathead givin’ er on their 
chopper or “cruising the Ave looking 
for chicks” in their neon-bottom-lit- 
mufflerless muscle car, but jeez, offi- 
cers, about that bylaw ... (SH) 


WORSTEST HANGOVER 


Yeah, okay, the Oilers’ playoff run was 
awesome, and, sure, it would have 
been neat to win the Cup and all, but 
man oh man, what a rough morning 
after. We partied like it was the fall of 
Rome for a couple of months, but 
now that the summer is finally upon 
us, our wallets (and livers) are too 
beaten up to actually enjoy it. Oh, and 
we nearly burnt down our trashy bar 
strip, costing the city a couple of mil- 
lion bucks in the process and making 
the rest of the country think of us as a 
bunch of drunken, backwards-base- 
ball cap sporting thugs. Add the sala- 
cious and embarrassing departure of 
the team’s MVP, and it’s enough to 
make me sort of wish the Oilers 
would have respectfully bowed out in 
the second round like old times. (RM) 


BESTEST PLACE TO BUY BEER 
YOU HAVE NEVER HEARD OF 


That guy standing in the liquor store 
beer cooler, staring in bewilderment 
at the wall, isn’t catatonic. He is trying 
to choose which beer to buy. That’s 
because he is standing in the beer 
room at Sherbrooke Liquor Store 
(11819 St Albert Trail). Beers as far as 
the eye can see—most of which 
you've never heard before. Sher- 
brooke currently carries almost 400 
brands of beer—and is working to 
bring in more. It is a little slice of 
heaven for this beer geek. They carry 
a surprising number of American craft 
brewers, with a solid dosage of Cana- 
dian microbreweries in the mix. They 
also have an impressive line-up of 
Belgian beers and other European 
classics. If you like beer, you will find 
something you want to drink here. 
But be prepared to drop more dough 
than you expected. It comes with the 
turf. JF) 


BESTEST PLACE TO LEARN SCUBA 
WITHOUT GETTING FROSTBITE 

Pop quiz: how many scuba shops are 
there, here in the frigid north? Appar- 
ently, at least three. But Northwest 
Scuba (northwestscuba.com) tops them 
all. A friendly, approachable owner 
and great instructors who will answer 
your questions and prepare you for 
your diving adventure, whether it’s 
Jasper or Mexico. There’s not much to 
see at the bottom of Scona Pool while 
you're training, but the kiwi divemas- 
ter tells a great cautionary tale about 
why you should never “go” in the 
water. Arriba! (JD) 


BESTEST EXAMPLE OF YOUTHFUL, 
IF ILL-ADVISED, ENTHUSIASM 


Every year when university begins 
again, a new crop of students arrive 
in search of renewal, traversing the 
streets with much liquor in hand as 
they descend upon the many house 
parties scattered about. But there’s 
always one guy who takes things up 
just a notch: that dude who's riding 
his bike with a case of beer under his 
arm, wobbling slightly as he goes. Oh, 
it’s dangerous, alright, but that’s what 
makes his commitment to debauchery 
so impressive. So, when you see that 
guy in a few months, take your hat off 
and salute his enthusiasm. (EM) 


BESTEST TYPO 

(SECOND YEAR RUNNING) 

Although our paper is littered with 
them, it’s not for lack of trying and 
we've all turned in to editing nerds. 
When we go out for dinner, we find 
them on menus and laugh at bad 
grammar on billboards. Nonetheless, 
the typo that draws my gaze like kryp- 
tonite repels Superman is Gabbana’s 
awning that reads “Casual dinning,” 
which is somewhat fitting now that 
the building is being worked on. 
Here's hoping that when construction 
workers are finished refacing the 
building on Jasper that the restaurant 
will not be full of casual din so that 
people can dine. (CN) 
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ON A HUGE SELECTION 
OF SUMMER STYLES. 
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We asked for your bestest, and we 
received some of your bestests and 
some of your worstests (say that 10 
times fast). Some of your answers were 
in earnest, some of them were silly, 
while some were downright head- 
scratchers. One reader answered the 
Chinese Park in the River Valley for 
almost every question, while another, 
obviously a relative, went on long tan- 
gents about a local band who he felt 
should get more respect and managed 
to slip their name into most of his 
answers. And we found that hockey par- 
ties weren't too far from everyone's 
minds, as many of you mentioned the 
hellishness of Whyte during the play- 
offs. Here are the restest 


BESTEST NEW TREND 

1 “Flourishing community garden move- 
ment. Yah! More beautiful spaces and 
healthy communities.” 

2 “Pretty girls wearing big, bug-eyed 
sunglasses. | like it and | admit it.” 

3 “The local food movement.” 


WORSTEST NEW TREND 
1 “Leggings under skirts—it fooked bad 
in the ‘80s, why will that change now?” 


2 “Ugly gardening shoes.” 
3 “Even though aesthetically fine and in 


support (I’m assuming?) of a terrific 
record store, | must say ‘Listen Bird’ 
tagged everywhere is, like, everywhere. 
Please stop.” 


MOSTEST IMPROVED LOCAL SPACE 

1 “Downtown. It's finally starting to 
wake up.” 

2 “Churchill Square.” 

3 “The airport. Honestly, if flights ever 
landed there, people might think they 
were actually at an airport.” 


NICEST PUBLIC BATHROOM 

1 “Anywhere in the River Valley ... under 
the stars with good ventilation ...” 

2 “| like walking through the lobby of 
the Varscona Hote! and going to have a 
pee in the wall urinals.” 

3 “As long as a washroom is not an out- 
house, has extra toilet paper that | can 
lay over the seat, and isn't used by 
teenage girls who turn on the taps 
because surely everybody in the facility 
is planning on listening to them while 
they expe! fluids, is fine by me.” 


WORSTEST USE OF PUBLIC MONEY 
1 “Ralph Klein.” 

2 “Huge fucking bat.” 

3 “Subsidies to oil companies.” 
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Bestest of Edmonton: readers’ digest 


THE BESTEST OF EDMONTON 


BESTEST KEPT EDMONTON SECRET 

1 “The trails surrounding the River Val- 
ley—so many to get lost in.” 

2"Earth’s General Store.” 

3 “We don't actually like to riot.” 


BESTEST OPPONENT OF WORLD-WIDE 
CORPORATE DOMINATION 

1 “Earth's General Store.” 

2" Vue Weekly.” 

3 “Anyone under 10 or 11-ish.” 


BESTEST EDMONTONIAN 

1 “Michael Kalmanovich.” 

2 "The garbage men and the street 
cleaners ... anyone can dress up ina 
suit and look good.” 

3 “The fans.” 


BESTEST REASON TO MOVE TO 
EDMONTON 


1 ‘The community.” 

2 “Because | have never seen another 
city with more trees anywhere.” 

3 “Combination of friendly people, festi- 
vals and events.” 


BESTEST REASON TO LEAVE 
EDMONTON 
1 “Sprawl.” 


2 "Rich kids rioting on Whyte.” 
3 “Right-wing politics.” 
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BESTEST LOCAL SCANDAL 

1 “The EPS ... Overtime, photo radar, 
beatings of poor innocents ... Please 
don’t record my name and number.” 

2 “Most things that go on in Parlia- 
ment.” 

3 "Rona Ambrose as Environment Min- 
ister.” 


OTHER BESTESTS: YOU TELL US 

1 “Lots of green space and strong com- 
munity feel. The Oilers are the bestest.” 
2 “Proximity to Elk Island Park.” 

3 "Langano Skies Ethiopian Restau- 
rant.” 


OTHER WORSTESTS: YOU TELL US 

1 “Worstest name changes: Wayne 
Gretzky Drive and Capital Ex.” 

2 "Those not included in the Alberta 
Advantage.” 

3 “Worstest aspect of Edmonton's col- 
lective psyche: If we spent half the time 
persuing our ability to be a genuine 
leading international city as we do pon- 
dering ‘why, oh why!’ we aren't yet a 
genuine leading international city, then 
maybe we would find comfort in our col- 
lective skin that all global cities must 
possess. Not caring makes you cool, 
remember? | call this circular foolish- 
ness ‘Babiak-itis.’” 


Is easy to come to the 
Yukon now for three days or 
three weeks: visit 
www.flyairnorth.com 
for flight information or let 
us send you information on 


driving the Alaska Highway. 


Call or write the Tourism 
Coordinatior 


2121 2nd Ave, 


/ City of Whitehorse, 


4 


Whitehorse, Yukion 
YIA 2C2 
(86 7)668-8687 
| or Fax (867)668-8384 
| now, for your FREE Vacation 
m= Package including your 


2006 CD-ROM. 


Or visit us on our éxtensive 
websites... 
www.tourwhitehorse.com 
www.visitwhitehorse.com 


BESTEST MALE BELLY-DANCER 


Viraj can boast the title of being the best male 
belly-dancer in Edmonton. Why? Well, he just 
so happens to be the only male belly-dancer 
between Vancouver and Toronto. The man who 
knows how to shake what his mama gave him 
gives a solo performance every Friday during 
the dinner hours at the Southside Greek restau- 
rant Grub Med, and performs a duet every Fri- 
day and Saturday at downtown Greek 
restaurant Cosmos—and will give a mini les- 
son to any patron willing to participate. (SR) 


From the avid 
collector to the 
novice consumer, 
our incomparable 
selection and low 
prices will satisfy 


Sourcing the very best 
wines and spirits from 
the old world to the 
new, we make your 
selection... 


-as easy as 1,23} 


10505-1238 Street 


420-1650 


BESTEST 


alberta 


OF EDMONTON 2006 —— 
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BESTEST LITTER TURNED INTO 
IRONIC SYMBOLISM 


Go, Oilers, go! We've all heard that 
cry a million times now. Our boys did 
go for it, and they came up a little 
short in the end, but the ride was well 
worth the price. Even the troubles on 
Whyte can’t take away the sense of 
community that sprung up amongst 
strangers during the playoff run. Now 
though, the streets are littered with a 
fitting reminder of the near miss: all 
those Oilers car flags, either snapped 
off or simply abandoned, that are now 
lying on the streets, treaded upon 
daily by hundreds of tires, grinding 
them into the pavement. (EM) 


WORSTEST PLACE TO GET STUCK 
CROSSING THE STREET 


Just west of Jasper Avenue and 109 
Street there’s a bicycle-only lane that 
connects the Ribbon of Steel to the 
multi-use trails on the other side of 
Jasper. Any poor cyclist or pedestrian 
waiting on the southside of Jasper for 
the light to change has likely noticed 
that the sewer there stinks like 
absolutely no other sewer in the city. 
It's New York City-sewer bad. It’s 
grandma-just-had-a-burrito bad 
What's to blame? The collective flush- 
ings of all those downtown toilets? 
The remains of decomposing bodies 


CONTINUES ON PAGE 21 


Top 10 
= 
Ringtones 
1) Ridin” 
Chamillionaire 
2) Promiscuous (Girl) 
feat. Timbaland 


Nelly Furtado 


3) Hips Don't Lie 
Shakira 


4) Shake That 
Eminem 


5) Sos 
Rihanna 


6) Thunderstruck 
AC/DC 

7) Because | Got High 
Afroman 

8) Miss Murder 
AFI 

9) Baby Got Back 
Sir Mix-A-Lot 


10) Mission Impossible 
Lalo Schifrin 


Welcome to Vi 
‘on your mobile Che 
Naver get caught with las! 


virginmobile.ca 


opposition 


we are the alternative 
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Bestest of Edmonton: local music edition! 


PIERRE D'ARLINGTON & FRANCOIS ZOLAN 


if there was an award for bestest music 
scene, it would have to go to you, 
Edmonton. After slogging through years 
of banal emo, crummy bar rock, and 
(often justifiably) getting zero attention 
from west of the rockies or east of Lloy- 
dminster, our local music scene is bub- 
bling over with diverse, vibrant acts like 
never before (well, that's what we keep 
telling ourselves, at least). Anyway, in 
celebration of our, um, totally fucking 
awesome scene, Vue has enlisted local 
eurotrash artistes Francois Zolan (who 
also writes Vue's soccer column ... vive 
la France!) and Pierre d’Arlington (who, 
along with Frangois, plays in local band 
the Berlin Zoo, because conflicts of 
interest are fun) to catalogue the 
bestest and worstest of the music of 
Awesometown. 


BESTEST BAND NAME (OTHER THAN, 
OF COURSE, THE BERLIN 200) 

While last year's champions Lazersnake 
(yes, with a.“z,” which is, you know, 
basically what won it for them) were 
certainly in contention, there's some- 
thing about local psycho-hip-hop phe- 
nom Curtis Ross's project Bebop Cortez 
that sounds simultaneously violent and 
creepy, like the bastard child of a serial 
killer and Teenage Mutant Ninja Turtles 
villain. And look! A “2”! 


WORSTEST BAND NAME 

Mourning Wood. It was a close call 
between these guys and Ass, but we 
felt Ass would likely revel too much in 
the glory of it, which really negates the 
point of being the worstest of some- 
thing, you know? 


BESTEST VENUE 

With its huge windows overlooking Bel- 
lamy Hill (which is, admittedly, the last 
thing anyone wants to look at, but it is 
a nice view of it, anyway), its collection 
of sad old men playing sad old VLIs, its, 
ahem, expansive selection of fine malt- 
ed liquors and its complete lack of any- 
thing even remotely resembling a 
stage, the Econolounge (which is actu- 
ally called the Locker Room Pub, 
believe it or not) has inexplicably 
t ne of Edmonton's funnest ven- 
fe music. But when you think 
all that surpris- 


becoming so popular: the beer is cheap 
{it’s not known as the “Econolounge” 
just because it’s in the basement of the 
downtown Econolodge, evidently), the 
ID policy is somewhat, uh, liberal, and, 
hell, it sure as hell beats Red's. 


WORSTEST OUTCOME OF RED'S 
DEMISE 


Remember that South Park where Cart- 
man went to jail and the rest of the kids 
were forced to find a new fat kid to pick 
on? This is roughly what is going to 
happen in Edmonton now that Red's is 
gone. Musicians and listeners love to 
bitch, but now that we're left without a 
mutually agreed upon scapegoat at 
which to hurl vitriol, it’s simply a matter 
of time before we find out upon which 
venue the city's scenesters will turn, 
peppering the defenseless club with 
their sarcastic jabs and oh-so-preten- 
tious jokes. 


BESTEST TRANSFORMATION 

When notorious drunken party punks 
Half Cut announced last fall that-they 
had reinvented themselves as the 
earnest, heartfelt and melodic trio the 
City Streets, we were more than a little 
skeptical. We don’t want to be cynical, 
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Si 
BESTEST GUITAR FACE 


Tie: Ted Wright of the Get Down, Will Zimmerman of Shout Out Out Out Out 


but come on: this is a bunch of guys 
whose only album, Behind the Dump- 
ster, featured the sing-along crowd- 
pleaser “| Drink More Than You.” But 
they somehow pulled it off, and now 
spend their days making music full of 
haunting, anthemic melodies and gor- 
geous flourishes. Best of all, they've 
done all this while continuing to 
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indulge in behaviour that makes Motley 
Crile look like the Bay City Rollers—a 
recent tour included brushes with a 
comely transsexual, a pair of teenage 
runaways and the FBI. 


BESTEST NEW TREND 

While the suburban emo explosion of 
five years ago is finally showing signs 
of beginning to die out, the current 
sound-of-the-moment for new young 
bands is far more palatable. Local 
music fans who love catchy hooks, 
unfancied arrangements and pure 
unabashed fun have been thrilled by 
the arrival of a handful of fresh-faced 
teenaged garage bands. The Sub- 
atomics, Michael Rault & the Mixed 
Signals, the Fronts, the Horses and 
their contemporaries are made up of 
cute bays who wear tight pants, have 
shaggy hair, how! like ‘60s blue-eyed 
soul icons and have never, ever pierced 
their lips. 


WORSTEST NEW (WELL, CONTINU- 
ING) TREND 

What's with everyone moving to Van- 
couver? In the last year, Edmonton's 
music scene has seen the departure of 
Les Tabernacles frontman and venera- 
ble New City booker Rob Wright, 
Ruckus Records founder Andrea Zari- 
wny, Sharktank owners James Kucz- 
marski and Tracy Suter and more than 
half of the All Purpose Voltage Heroes, 
all of whom have ditched E-town for 
the left coast. To put it mildly, what the 


fuck? Don’t you read the goddamned 
Globe & Mail Haven't you all heard 
that Edmonton is the new Montreal/ 
Seattle/Halifax? Come on—this is the 
City of Champions! What's wrong—you 
don't want to live in the City of Champi- 
ons? Jeez... 


BESTEST THING ABOUT HALL SHOWS 
AS OF LATE 

Thanks to a perfect storm of sporting 
success, media sensationalism, city 
overreaction and good old-fashioned 
police brutality, Edmonton's finest have 
been so tied up beating on civilians on 
Whyte Avenue or defending themselves 
against charges of same that they've 
had barely any time this spring to show 
up at the city’s all-ages punk shows to 
take everyone's weed, pour out every- 
one’s beer, threaten to shut the whole 
thing down and flash the lights and 
wail on the siren just a bit—it lets the 
kids know you mean business. 


WORSTEST OUTCOME OF THE 
SMOKING BYLAW 

Yeah, it sure is nice to not stink like an 
ashtray after getting home from the bar 
and all, but hot damn, as if it wasn’t 
hard enough to, ahem, treat your glau- 
coma while watching your favorite 
band play a hot sweaty club before this 
draconian law came down. What's 
next? No smooth, flat surfaces in the 
bathroom? 


BESTEST SCANDAL 

Mark Birtles Project keyboardist Blake 
Betteridge is leaving the band, citing 
“family issues.” He insists this has 
nothing to do reports that his wife, 
Kaylin, was unhappy here in Edmonton, 
for is it in any way related to what Mr 
Betteridge refers to as “absolutely 
unfounded” rumours involving a roman- 
tic entanglement between Mr Bet- 
teridge and a certain CBC 
meteorologist. In a prepared statement, 
Mark Birtles Project manager Ruben 
Kincaid said that the band intends to 
receive full value in return for Mr Bet- 
teridge (one rumour has him headed to 
the All Purpose Voltage Heroes in 
return for Kevin Cherney and a couple 
of keyboards), although he did admit 
that “when you're forced to trade away 
a guy like Blake Betteridge, no matter 
how well you do, you'll never get a 
Blake Betteridge in return.” w 
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from when that nightclub was actual- 
ly a morgue? I have no idea, but holy 
crap that light just can’t change fast 
enough. (SH) 


BESTEST (UNINTENTIONAL) 

PIECE OF PUBLIC ART 

The closure of the northbound section 
of the Low Level Bridge due to reno- 
vations has frustrated commuters try- 
ing to get to downtown from Grierson 
Hill and forced the Edmonton Queen 
to restrict its route. However, as 
someone who doesn’t spend a whole 
lot of time on the Low Level Bridge or 
the riverboat, I’m more interested in 
the aesthetics of the bridge rehabilita- 
tion, as for some reason the north- 
bound half of the bridge has been 
completely wrapped in plain white 
plastic for the duration of the renova- 
tions. When viewed from downtown's 
office towers, the Low Level looks not 
like a construction site but instead 
appears to be some kind large-scale 
Christo and Jeanne-Claude-esque 
public art installation, a phenomenon 
which, while providing cold comfort 
to the commuters stuck on the James 
A Macdonald bridge in rush hour, 
should at least make them feel a little 
more sophisticated. (RM) 


BESTEST PLACE TO PAINT 
ON A RAINY DAY 


When it’s cold, rainy, or even when 
it’s too hot outside, the best place to 
escape is the Muttart Conservatory 


Take your sketchbook or a portable 
watercolor kit and run off to the Mut- 
tart to capture an image of leafy palm 
fronds, imposing cacti, or whatever's 
happening in the show pavilion. It’s a 
wonderful refuge from the unpre- 
dictable climate of Edmonton. (EJ) 


BESTEST PLACE TO SEE THE IRONIC 
PLACEMENT OF SECURITY CAMERAS 
AFTER AN ARSON ATTACK 


The Arlington Apartments (TW) 


BESTEST GUITAR BUSKER 


Even though Stompy-stomp-yell-yell 
(many of you may know him as 
Daniel the busker who regularly 
stands in front of Army and Navy on 
Whyte Avenue) can pose a threat to 
many guitar buskers with his bizarre 
style and theatrics, truly the bestest 
guitar busker in Edmonton is a mys- 
tery man who stands on the same 
block as Daniel but further west on 
Whyte Avenue in front of an isolated 
tree, kitty corner to the Chapters. This 
man knows how to play virtually 
every guitar driven song under the 
sun, and has entertained many late- 
night resident drunks with his “Stair- 
way to Heaven.” (SR) 


BESTEST REASON 10 GO OUT 
ON WEDNESDAY 

Back in the old days (by which I 
mean, you know, like three years 
ago), there existed a number of now- 
defunct nightclubs, like Stars and 
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Seedy’s, where up-and-coming local 
bands could simply call and ask to get 
added to a bill, sight unseen (and 
unheard). While a few (okay, @ Jot) of 
these bands had an annoying tenden- 
cy to, well, suck, a lot of them have 
now gone on to be pillars of Edmon- 
ton’s supposedly awesome music 
scene. But with the closing of these, 
ahem, seedy establishments (and the 
re-branding of the old Fox and Hound, 
another former hangout for young 
bands), there’s been a dearth of 
places for burgeoning acts to get their 
first taste of a real stage. Enter New 
City’s DIY Wednesdays, a night where 
the club will (within reason) book any 
band for any reason. Sure, a lot of 
them still, um, suck, but on any given 
Wednesday you might see the next 
Cadence Weapon or Shout Out Out 
Out Out nervously embarking on their 
local rockstar careers. (RM) 


BESTEST GRAFFITI 

Okay, it’s been said before, but the 
person who does the “Listen” graffiti 
is some kind of special. Not only, 
given the number of occurrences 
throughout our fine city, is it basically 
a full-time job or the work of dozens 
of people, but unlike the hastily 
scrawled jibberish from most ego- 
driven taggers, it’s actually creative 
and nice to look at. My favourite? The 
backwards job making use of the mir- 
ror where the two lanes come togeth- 
er on the north side of the High Level 
bridge. Now that’s just plain clever. 
(SH) 


BESTEST LANDSLIDE 

IN THE RIVER VALLEY 

So despite booming real estate, a few 
Edmonton properties have undergone 
instant devaluation in recent years, 
which is fancy talk for backyards col- 
lapsing into the River Valley due to 


Take an hour. 


Get yourself together. 


heavy flooding weakening the unsta- 
ble banks. In Whitemud Park, just 
below Keillor Road, on the southwest 
bend of the river, a high embankment 
collapsed and sent a few tonnes of 
mud and debris rushing down into the 
valley, cutting off the trail. There are 
no trails around it yet, just chain link 
fences and warning signs. And it's 
quite the hike to where the trail picks 


up on the other side ... uh, hypotheti- 
cally, that is. (ID) 

ESTEST VIDEOGAME-LIKE 

RIVING EXPERIENCE 


What with all the construction going 
on around Calgary Trail and Gateway 
Boulevard, you never know what 
you're heading into along there from 
day to day. For anyone coming off of 
Ellerslie onto Gateway, things have 
been especially perilous of late. The 
current merging situation has the on 
ramp running at an angle that makes 
it difficult to see the traffic on Gate- 
way before actually meeting up with 
it. The high speeds and small win- 
dows of opportunity make the whole 
experience feel a little like an upper 
level of Tetris: think fast and be care- 
ful, or it’s game over. (EM) 


BESTEST WAY TO FOLLOW THE OILERS 
You can read John MacKinnon’s and 
Terry Jones's forced-out-to-fill-pages 


ct tee AH: Shee 


BESTEST COFFEE 


It's hard to resist grabbing something on the go with the plethora of 
Starbucks, Second Cups, and Tim Hortons on every block. The 
bestest coffee however, particularly for those who truly love coffee, 
is the kind you make yourself. Ditch the old coffee maker at home 
and opt for doing it with a filter 

and carafe, get a percola- 
tor, or, if you're a regular 
drinker, get hooked up 
with a commercial 
espresso machine. 

Learn the art of coffee 

so you can get it just 

the way you like, and 

all your friends will end 
up visiting you at your 
place. (SC) 


1. Come to The Support Network musings if you want, but for my 
: money, the most entertaining and 
for free Walk-in Counselling. thoughtful sports commentary of the 


past year didn’t come from those paid 
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3. Get back to enjoying your life. 


If it feels like you're starting to come apart, there are people who are 
willing, to listen and help right away. If you think you might benefit 
from some counselling, come in for a free, confidential session with a 
qualified professional who will help you find ways to help yourself. 


s For hours, location, and information, 
please call 482-0198 or dial 211. 


The Support Network ..nere to listen when life hurts. 
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to deliver it, but from the fans. While 
they don’t possess the insider scoops 
of the real press, and their democratic 
nature can lead to some silliness from 
time to time, blogs like battleofalber- 
ta.blogspot.com and mc79hockey.com, 
and columns like Vue’s own In the Box 
provided unique and passionate takes 
on our favourite game, during one of 
the most exciting seasons in recent 
memory. This stuff may not be the 
future of journalism, but it is a nice 
diversion from Don Cherry telling us to 
support our troops while there's a 
Stanley Cup Final going on. (DB) 


BESTEST GRAFFITI 

Seen on a dumpster near campus, at 
the height of the Playoff Fever epi- 
demic; “OILERS OUT OF IRAQ”. (DZ) 


BESTEST CIVIC EXPLOITATION 
OF SCENERY 


{ thought for a while that the “Lau- 
rence Decore Lookout” was just the 
area on Saskatchewan Drive between 
109 Street and 110 Street, but then I 
saw the city’s stylized signs for the 
“Laurence Decore Lookout” on the 
Drive by 117 Street, and even at 99 
Street. Now, I'm sure Mr Decore, who- 
ever he was, was an important guy, 
but does his name have to grace pret- 
ty much every second block on the 
north side of the Drive? Why not just 
rename the road? Memo to City Hall: 
A lookout is supposed to be one sce- 
nic vantage point, not a five-mile sec- 
tion of escarpment. (BG) 


BESTEST PLACE TO PLANT YOURSELF 
Being an avid gardener I have been 
religiously making pilgrimages to 
local greenhouses. In fact, I can’t wait 
until the spring comes so I can experi- 
ence the sheer bliss of hanging out 
between the irises, the cranesbills, the 
hostas and all the other magnificent 
perennials. But this year I encoun- 
tered a problem that threw me into 
something near withdrawal symp- 
toms. Practically every square inch of 
my small yard had been dug up and 
all the flowers started climbing over 
each other in a pathetic effort to get 
some space. I became desperate. 
Thankfully, in a moment of amazing 
premonition, one local greenhouse 
(Greenland Nurseries) realized that 
there were a lot of people like me out 
there. And right in the midst of the 
flowers they opened a latte bar. Now 
1, and all the other frustrated garden- 
ers with no space left, hang out at the 
little tables set out for us, exchange 
stories about the bestest places to 
plant lamium and blissfully wander 
between rows of flowers, leaving the 
store with nothing more than a smile 
(AM) 


BESTEST HOUSE NUMBER 

There's a house on 106 Street, South- 
side, that has its street number in digits 
so large they are probably visible on 
Google Satellite Maps. Do the owners 
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WORSTEST BANDWAGON 


As fun as the playoff run was, it was a lit- 
tle disheartening seeing just how many 
people took their Oilers signs and flags 

down the night of the big loss. What really 

warms the heart, though, are the fans 
whose spirit didn't arrive on a bandwagon 
Some of them are still out there wearing 
their colours proudly, and it would be truly 
impressive if one of them started grav 
their playoff beard today and didn't 
it off until the team wins the cup. (EM) 
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BESTEST PLACE TO RIDE 
YOUR LONGBOARD INTO A 
LIGHTPOST 


Novice boarders, grab your ride and 
take a carve down the sidewalks on the 
south side of 104 Avenue, right near 
Pipeline Surf. The sidewalks are wide 
and forgiving, the grass berms soft 
enough for an emergency landing. But 
don’t get cocky like me. Pick up too 
much speed and you might cruise the 
board nose first into the lightpost at 
109 Street, and there'll be splinters and 
shattered pride everywhere. Wear a 
helmet, kids. Awesome. (JD) 


CONTINUED FROM PREVIOUS PAGE 


sometimes forget where they live, and 
so they nailed up a huge reminder in 
case they happened to be driving by, 
looking wildly about for their home? 
Or are they just so proud of their 
unique address that they feel com- 
pelled to advertise it to planes passing 
overhead? Drop on in, skydivers. (BG) 


BESTEST FLOWER POT 

1 don’t think the urinal in the men’s 
washroom at Café Mosaics has ever 
actually been in service, but the fake 
flowers that have taken the place of a 
urinal cake are only made sweeter by 
the skull and crossbones threatening 
anyone who would dare to piss on its 
beauty. (DB) 


BESTEST BREAKFAST SNACK 


When you're talking about snacks, the 
term “bestest” has a largely geographi- 


cal element. I mean, | wouldn't drive © 


across town just to get a wicked fritta- 
ta wrap from Sorrentino’s Café, but 
since I live two blocks away from their 
place on 107 Avenue and 109 Street, I 
do so every chance ! get. Spicy, salty, 
hearty, hot ... and cheap, and fast. The 
perfect quick breakfast. (DZ) 


BESTEST WEBSITE 10 GET RID OF 
YOUR STUFF, CHEAP 

A great new website has appeared this 
year for those who want to sell their 
stuff on the cheap. Ads at usededmon- 
ton.com are free, and include up to 
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" three pictures. Have an old treadmill 
being used as a laundry rack? Maybe a 
few extra kittens from the one night 
the #1@&$* cat got out? One guy’s 
crap is another guy’s ideal couch. (E)) 


_ WORSTEST CUSTOMER SERVICE 

No doubt, it’s got to be Telus. The fine 
folks at the call centre are not the true 
problem—they do their best under 
less than perfect conditions—but that 
damned automated system has got to 
go. I can’t be the only one out there 
who repeatedly ends up in a battle of 
the wills with the evil creation. The 
number of times that thing has told 
me that it doesn’t understand what 
I’m saying, you'd think that I was 
speaking wookie. (EM) 


BESTEST PLACE TO DRINK YOUR FACE 
OFF WHILE STILL SEEMING CULTURED 
Home of the “Uberstein” (one-litre 
mugs of beer), Wunderbar Hof- 
brauhaus (8120 - 101 Street) allows 
you to drink great quantities of beer 
without appearing loutish or uncool. 
After your third Uberstein, you will be 
able to defend yourself by pointing to 
the high quality, well-crafted beer in 
that giant mug (that is, if you can still 
speak using hard consonants). Offer- 
ing a range of German lagers and 
local Alley Kat products, Wunderbar 
presents a enjoyably eclectic atmos- 
phere—part German beer hall, part 
gothic playroom. Go wild. It's okay 
because the beer is Reinheitsgebot- 
compliant. (JF) 


Krafty huts cup 


Adam F cup 
Eskimo cu 


)Treavor cusp 


Sons oF Rurora 
KristoFF 


Mama Miche 


Qui Organi 


+60 more locals! 


cae PLACE TO SEE WHO 

MONTON SHOULD CATER TO.AND 
HOW THEY HAVE A POSITIVE CULTURAL 
AND SOCIAL EFFECT ON THE CITY 

Any theatre or art gallery that is 
ignored because of not having con- 
nection to oil or oil related products. 


(rw) 
WORSTEST TIME FOR DRIVING 


During the last 20 minutes or so 
before an Oilers playoff game, 
Edmonton's streets became more 
akin to a cannonball run than any sort 
of thoroughfare. Is it really necessary 
to race through the streets like a com- 
plete ass just to catch the puck drop- 
ping? Are those opening minutes 
worth risking the lives of everyone 
else on the road? No, not really. Ease 
off the gas a bit and we'll all get there 
in one piece. Alternatively, it’s also 
pretty dangerous to be out there 
between periods, as anyone who's 
ever tried to make a quick run for a 
pizza will know. (EM) 


RSTEST WAY TO ASK 
FOR SPARE CHANGE 


Are people still falling for the whole 
gas can/change a $20 scam? Living 
near Whyte, of late I can barely go for 
groceries without someone hitting me 
with a tale of empty gas tanks, dead 
cell phones and complex ways of get- 
ting my money back, and it didn’t 
even work the first time. Memo to one 
of the most frequent offenders: not 
only do you need a better memory for 


faces (or, if you're not lying, a better 
memory for filling up your fucking 
car), “your” car is not going to get 
towed for being parked at a meter 
after 6 pm, so stop using that excuse. 
And if you really need money that 
bad, just ask for it, like the rest of the 


decent people looking for change on 
the Avenue. (DB) 


BESTEST FALAFEL 


The falafel at Hungry Jack’s, on 104 
Street just south of Whyte, are home- 
made and perfectly fried and moist 
and hearty and tasty, served home- 
made dressing that shares all those 
adjectives except “fried.” The best part 
is, the couple who run the place are 
such sweet, nice, dear folks. (DZ) 


BESTEST GARDEN 


In a city that only has about a four- 
month growing season, you have to 
give green thumbs up to the owners 
of the house at 108 Street and 86 
Avenue, who make full use of their 
front garden. This floral wonderland 
shatters into colour as soon as spring 
settles in. Tulips teem in May and 
roses abound in June. Some people 
have suggested a charity box out front 
so admirers can subsidize some of the 
gardening costs. (BG) 


BESTEST IMPERSONATION OF AN 
INTERNATIONAL SECURITY THREAT 

The police command centre set up at 
the curling club at 86 Avenue and 107 
Sreet during the Stanley Cup Finals. 


Indonesia red curry chicken 
crispy chicken stir fry in a red curry sauce 


OR 
Braised hu-nan beef short ribs 
chunky ribs coated with hoi-sin glaze 


oR 
Imperial 5 spices pork chops, 
teriyaki emulsion ; 
center loin chop topped with a sake teryaki sauce 
TWO CAN DINE FOR ONLY $29.99 


GREAT EGGSPECTATIONS 
AT BRUNCH 


Sunday 11am-3pm 
{a la carte menu) 


Fleets of police cars, police vans, 
police motorcycles, unmarked cars, 
and even a few ETS buses, plus sniffer 
dogs and, for all I know, a crack SWAT 
team of albino Opus Dei monks, con- 
gregated around an ice-bare house of 
rocks for two weeks in June, ready to 
face off against the crowd of fooligans 
who celebrated an Oilers victory by 
milling around aimlessly, pissing in 
Strathcona alleyways, smashing 
Whyte Avenue store windows, beating 
up enemy phone booths, and trying to 
find a swear-word that rhymes with 
either “Carolina” or “ ‘Canes.” (BG) 


BESTEST LOCAL MUSICIAN WHO 
DOESN'T GET ENOUGH CREDIT 


Curtis Ross not only put out one of the 
best electro-rap albums in all of Cana- 
da as Bebop Cortez with 2004's 
romantic panther commander, he did 
it with a broken four track (he’s sup- 
posed to have a new one coming out 
some time soon, too). Oh, and he also 


noodles on guitar for the Frosted Tipz, 
Edmonton’s most entertaining elec- 
tro-metal band. But when Maclean's 
and the Globe & Mail come knocking, 
does he get love? (DB) 


BESTEST WAY TO SEE THE CITY 
INA NEW LIGHT 


Okay, I've got a new baby girl in my 
house, so maybe the light that I’m 
seeing cast around me is just some 
clichéd metaphorical new beginning 
Then again, it might just be more of a 
literal thing. When the middle of the 
night arrives and the crying still hasn't 
stopped, it’s time to strap the little one 
into the car seat and hit the road. And 
while these trips are a practical thing 
for new parents, they also allow for 
some reflective time as you drift slow- 
ly down deserted streets that you 
never knew existed just as the dawn 
breaks the stranglehold of the night 
(EM) 


Join us fora 
Dinner Cruise 


Boarding 


BESTEST SUNNY AFTERNOON 

OF LEARNING 

When the weather's right (or ev 
Tightish) and you and some fr 
have one of those nothing-pressing 

to-do-but-can’'t-get-out-of-town 
weekends, Fort Edmonton Park is the 
place to check out. I'll bet you haven 

been since you were a kid; let 
you that Fort Edmonton 
adult is just as fun. Train r 
Ponies! Forts! Pretty g 
clothes handing you fr 

cuits! It’s really damn c 


BESTEST DOLLAR STORE 

Man, Dollarama is making things 
tough in the already narr 
world of cheapas ! 
“dollar-plus” bullshit 
product in Dollaram 
one thin loonie (plu 
enjoying your shoppin 


n 
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nightly at 6pm 


34-98 Avenue, Edm. AB 
www.edmontonqueen.com 
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BESTEST WAY 
TO GET OVER OILERS LOSS 


Come up with possible titles for hockey- 


themed porn. High Sticking. Butt Ending. Two 
Man Advantage. Two on One. Five On Three. 


Too Many Men on the Ice. The Kid Line. 
Coach's Corner. | can’t take credit for all of 


these, but | could go on. (BC) 
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think about how our wasteful material 
culture of cheap plastic, and soulless 
knicknackery is built on a foundation 
of global worker exploitation, rapa- 
cious industrialization, cultural 
destruction and suicidal resource 
depletion. That’s a bummer. (DZ) 


BESTEST WHYTE AVENUE CELEBRATIONS 
As was proven, any jackass can stum- 
ble out of a bar at 10 pm and high five 
20 000 people for the Oilers. But 15 
guys in four cars screaming and 
honking up and down the Avenue at 2 
pm on a Sunday? Now that’s a fucking 
celebration. So here's to the Por- 
tuguese, and everyone else willing to 
lean out their car with a banner while 
the rest of Whyte Avenue tries to buy 
scented candles. (DB) 


BESTEST HOVEL 

The boarded-up lean-to across the 
street from the northwest corner of 
Commonwealth Stadium is so dilapi- 
dated that its entire roof is warped. It’s 
a pretty, heritage-type eyesore, putting 
the shack back in ramshackle. (BG) 


BESTEST NOTEBOOKS 

Pretentious fops may go for Picasso's 
Moleskine, but are they made from 
reclaimed coat hangers, one-side 
used paper and old album covers/old 
albums/old whatever else Jan 
Przysiezniak can use to make the 
covers out of? And not only are they 


Oa eo - | 
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good for the environment, they're fan- 
tastic conversation pieces—just watch 
someone try to not talk about Barbara 
Streisand’s Lazy Afternoon or a Mini 
Wheats box as a notebook. Find them 
at Earth’s General Store or the Red 
Strap Art Market. I should warn you, 
though, there was only one Streisand, 
and it’s mine now. (DB) 


BESTEST FUTURE WORSTEST 

I don’t know what's underway in the 
toxic no-man’s land at the corner of 
105 Street and Whyte Avenue, but I 
doubt it’s going to be a fountain plaza, 
a peace park, an open-air market site 
or an old-school video arcade. Gross 
parking lot? Probably. Until it assumes 
its inevitable monstrosityhood, 
though, this is still the bestest piece of 
real estate to fantasize about. Art 
gallery ... petting zoo ... beer garden 
... open stage ... bouncy castle ... (DZ) 


BESTEST LUNCH FROM A SUPERMARKET 
The only thing better than getting the 
“hot” variety of sandwich from the 
Italian Centre Supermarket is getting 
a too-tall can of beer and gulping 
down every delicious bite in Giovanni 
Caboto park. (DB) 


BESTEST PLACE 10 PROCLAIM 

SUP JESUS” AT A STATUE OF JESUS 
RAISING THE ROOF ALL THE WHILE HOL- 
LERING A FEW WOOTS 

South entrance of the General Hospi- 
tal on 112 Street (TW) 
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private viewings available 
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www.murungogallery.com 
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BESTEST WAY 10 FEEL LIKE THE MAN IGokers (4 JalvISTEIO(BILWEL) concenrs hob. a 


1S ALWAYS WATCHING YOU CANADA 
Lying in bed awake at night, you're 
CONFESSIONAL 


sure to hear the police chopper flying 
around overhead. They're probably 


doing a fine job of keeping crime at 
bay —lI’ve seen enough episodes of 
THEATRE BOWL 


Airwolf to know that a helicopter is 
essential equipment for the good 
guys—but the sound of those blades 
whirling way up high can’t help but 
promote a little nagging feeling that 
someone's always watching. (EM) 
WITH VERY SPECIAL GUESTS 


BESTEST QUIET RAINY AFTERNOON 

You mean, aside from just makin’ 
out? Why not poke around the City of 
Edmonton Archives in the Prince of 
Wales Armories (10440 - 108 
Avenue)? Just idly browsing the photo 
drawers alone is a day’s worth of old- 
timey entertainment. Search for pic- 
tures of grandma’s old house! Drool 
over beautiful people who've probably 
been dead for 20 years! And while 
you're at it, stop by the Edmonton 
Telephone Historical Centre and say 
hello to XELDON, Edmonton's Bestest 
Robot. (DZ) 


BESTEST USE OF A BUILDING 
IN DOWNTOWN EAST 

Though it looks like it’s only a matter 
of time before the condos steamroll 
one of Edmonton's most architec- 
turally interesting, if most dilapidated, 
neighbourhoods, thank low rents for 
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An MBA from A bold claim. 


A degree for those bold enough to complete 


Canada’s Most a 16-month, 60-credit MBA in Kamloops, BC. 
Comprehensive Apply Now for September 2006 Uaisiemeath 


Visit www.tru.ca/mba : KAMLOOPS, BC 


University or call 250.852.6267 


THOMPSON RIVERS 
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PLANET ORGANIC HEALTH Foop 
Russo HAIR STUDIO 
WAYNE MICHAEL BARRY PROF. ACCOUNTANT 


SANTE MIND AND Bopy REJUVENATION 
SAM Wok RESTAURANT 


TEE JAY BARBER 


School of Business 


MACEWAN 


think Career 


MacEwan Public Relations Program 


Effective communication is the 
backbone of any business in any 
industry. Public relations professionals 
are in high demand, and MacEwan PR 
grads get jobs. 


This career diploma is designed for 
students with previous post-secondary 
education (30 credits minimum, with 
one English course) and can be 
completed in 10 months, which 
includes two months on-the-job 
experience 


The right skills for right now — that's 
the MacEwan difference This program 
is taking applications for both full-time 
and part-time study. 

Call Barb Martin today at 497-5389 

OF Wwwe.macewan.ca/pr. 


www.MacEwan.ca 
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BESTEST NEON SIGN 


| have a vivid childhood memory ... | don't know what we were doing—we 
might just have been stopped at a long traffic light—but | remember lying in 
the back of my parents’ car, watching the CN logo spell itself over and over for 
what seemed like hours. Edmonton's highest neon, southbound downtown bea- 
con, landmark, legacy and awesome glowy artifact ... a civic treasure. (DZ) 
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the Red Strap Art Market. Occasional 
venue for theatre, music and dance 
and full-time arts/crafts gallery, Red 
Strap has more than picked up where 
the dearly departed Paris Market left 
off when it closed down a few years 
ago. Art, vintage clothes, antiques, 
reclaimed crafts, Edmonton lot histo- 
ries and an incredibly cute if gun-shy 
puppy equal something much more 
palatable than the gray, faceless spec- 
tre of gentrification. (DB) 


WORSTEST VEHICULAR OVERKILL 


There are a good number of people 
making a living at manual labor 
around here and there's no denying 
that some of those people need to 
have big trucks to haul equipment 
around just to do their jobs. Still, it’s a 
little hard to believe that the sheer 
numbers of Hummers tearing around 
the city are all work-related vehicles, 
especially when they're all so damned 
clean and shiny. And, with fuel prices 
sitting where they are, you'd think 
that, even if the owners are willing to 
look the other way when it comes to 
the repercussions to the environment, 
they would care a little bit more about 
how much lighter their pockets get 
each time they fill up. (EM) 


BESTEST MUSTARD 


It’s not technically their specialty, but 
the Mill Creek Café’s honey mustard 
could make lies taste good. Their 
Montreal smoked sandwich is a better 
vessel, but there’s no need to be limit- 
ing. (DB) 


BESTEST PLACE 10 GIVE SOMEONE 
REALLY BAD NEWS AND 
SLOWLY WALK AWAY LEAVING THEM 


TO THER OWN DESPAIR 
The High Level bridge (TW) 


BESTEST PLACE TO PRETEND THAT 
YOU'RE A WEALTHY FLAPPER 

If you've got a penchant for anything 
1920s or ‘30s art deco, wandering the 
halls of the Lemarchand Mansion will 
make you feel like a cultured matron 
or monsieur. Designed by Parisian 


René Lemarchand and built in 1911, 
this former apartment block boasts 
some stunning architecture, as well 
as wicked panoramas. There's 
stained glass accents, heavy oak pan- 
eling, a marble entranceway and 
classic carpeting. While these days it 
houses the sedate offices of lawyers, 
doctors and other small businesses, 
as you walk one of the upstairs hall- 
ways, you can imagine a grandiose 
party with bopping jazz, men in tuxes 
and women in slimming dresses 
accented by long strings of pearls. 
And if you sit awhile in the large 
lobby, you can pretend to be awaiting 
your gentleman caller who'll come 
whisk you away for a buggy ride 
through the River Valley. (CN) 


BESTEST NEW ARTIFICIAL LANDSCAPES 


The University of Alberta’s water gar- 
dens. They're almost pretty and tran- 
quil enough to make you forget the 
slowly rusting, copper-brown eye- 
sores of ‘60s-ish metal sculpture that 
still blot the campus. (BG) 


BESTEST GRAFATI STENCIL 


While Edmonton boasts some talent- 
ed stencilists, the one that’s made a 
significant blip on my radar screen is 
the little man with a gasp pump noz- 
zle sprouting out of his arm socket 
and aimed at his head. And it would 
be almost as telling if it was aimed at 
his foot and made to look like Ralph. 
(CN) 


WORSTEST ELEVATOR IN THE 
DOWNTOWN CORE 


As a former bike courier, elevators 
were the bane of my existence—I 
would clock in an average of 80 rides 
a day. Most of the elevators in gov- 
ernment buildings are atrocious—the 
Century building comes to mind—tak- 
ing eons to answer the call of duty. 
And First Edmonton Place’s aren't too 
far behind: it's slow; it announces 
every floor with a female-Hal voice, 
punctuated with a “going up” or 
“going down;” it’s generally always 
packed, stopping at every floor. The 
only thing that they have going for 
them are the cool old time photos 


nat decorate the walls. But I recently 
jiscovered the very worstest elevator, 
ind it’s housed at the CBC. Going one 
joor down, it literally defied gravity, 
ind | was almost able to give my car- 
mates my entire autobiography start- 
g with how I made my momma sick 
yhile [ was still in the womb. Seri-” 


ously. (CN) ; 
BESTEST CUSTOMER SERVICE 


m-y, Am-y, Am-y, Am-y! If you've no 
idea who I'm talking about, get your 
putt down to Chicken for Lunch in 
Scotia Place. Amy is legendary for her 
memory, accruing several awards and 
the loyalty of many. She'll remember 
your name (or the name she gives 
you) and your order when you go back 
for your second visit. Seriously. I took 
my boyfriend there once, introduced 
him as such, and three months later, 
she greeted him with a gregarious “Hi 
Boyfriend! How are you boyfriend?” It 
doesn’t hurt that the food is tasty and 
inexpensive, either. But get there early 
{or a little late), because Amy and her 
azing backstage crew have quite 
following. (CN) 


BESTEST PLACE TO SHAG IN THE GREAT 
i OUTDOORS WITHOUT GETTING 


Actually, | don’t think that I'll truly 
divulge the places that I've found. 
at would sort of defeat the purpose. 
But if you're anywhere near the River 
Valley, I'm sure that you, your partner 
ind your hormones can figure it out. 
CN) 


WORSTEST BIRD TO HEAR WHILE 
CYCLING IN THE RIVER VALLEY 


Now, !'m no birder, even though | do 
have an affection for our fine feath- 
ered friends. 1 watch them sketchily 
eating seeds from my balcony feeder 
every morning, heads nervously 
twitching. But there's a bird that I hear 
Sometimes when I'm tackling one of 
@ many climbs by the river. And it's 
call is enough to sap my muscles of 
any will to pedal. Imagine that it’s hot, 
you're sweaty and facing all of those 
sty “you can’t do this!” thoughts. 
But you are, you are doing it. Then, 
out of the trees comes this distinct 
and unnerving call that sounds like, 
“h-e-e-e-e-y, loser, loser, loser, loser, 
loser,” over and over again. It’s horri- 
fying. (CN) 


BESTEST DESSERT 

Vl freely admit it—I'm addicted to 
Sweets and, ultimately, sugar. While I 
blame it on all of the sugar found in 
Most grocery-store food, that doesn’t 
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fWARDS 
Another year, another Golden Fork Award. Hoe 
Thanks again’ Edmonton for making)Pizza 73 your choice 
for Best Pizza and Best Wings. Now stay tuned for a totally 
‘new taste sensation as we roll out our new Wedgies - 
‘handerafted pizza dough flavoured with garlic, topped with 
‘cheese and baked to perfection. Just right for dipping, you'll 
totally enjoy a Wedgie... for a change. 


WERS 


(PIZZA 73 JB 


“I don’t have to pay 


| for this service 


| @nymore?!i” 
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GET-INFO 


438-463 6 


A live operator is waiting for your call! 
Simply ask to be connected with o specific business or 
describe the type of business you are looking for and 
what areo you want to search in! 


DID WE MENTION ... IT’S FREE? 


JULY 6 - JULY 12, 2006 


nal ; coe a 
4 : . SRR URE ee rere fee ee ee 


WALK FOR LIFE, VOL 


WANT TO HELP MAKE A DIFFERENCE ? VOLUNTEER 
CONTACT THE VOLUNTEER COORDINATOR AT (780) 


SEPTEMBER 24 at EDMONTON ciry HALL ° oi 1:45 AM - 4:00 PM 
For pledge forms and registration, please contact HIV Edmonton at 488-5742 ext 223or visit hivedmonton.com 


JOIN US FOR THE AFTER PARTY AT THE Roost! 
*PLEASE BRING A NON-PERISHABLE ITEM FOR THE EDMONTON FOOD BANK * 


Proceeds raised will go to support the following agencies 
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and their instructor. (SC) 


hange the facts. When I see some- 
ing glistening with those fine gran- 
les of yummy goodness, my brain 
yes all of those fancy (and by fancy, I 
jean irrational) rationalizations 
bout how I'll not eat any other 
yeets for a week, no, a month. This 
enfession is a precursor to telling 
u that you can take your chocolate 
uce-laden profiteroles and your 
uible chocolate layered torte. My 
joney is on the lemon sour cream 
fie at the Urban Diner. It ain’t pretty; 
t actually looks kind of bland, all 
jonochromatic and all. But when 
forkful of fluffy, tangy and gra- 
lamy goodness hits your lips, it’s a 
homent atop a sunny cloud, a rip 
down fresh pow on a snowboard, a 
rift from the heavens attached to a 
achute ... (CN) 


NORSTEST DRIVER AND PASSENGER 


My “friend” told me this story once 
bout how (s)he was cycling east on 
00 Avenue by General Hospital. 
ile at a stoplight, a vehicular pas- 
enger yelled, “Get off the road, 
litch/bastard!"” (S)he, of course, 
felled something about getting a 
€nse before telling her/him to get 
ff the road. The light turned green 
and both driver and passenger 
screamed obscenities as they drove 
past. My “friend” managed to catch 
hem at the next red light on 109 
reet, ride past and kick the car 
before hopping onto the sidewalk to 
fide up 109. Needless to say, the driv- 
IT was non plused, ran the red to tum 
left and chase her down, very nearly 
Ausing at least one accident before 
almost plowing down a pedestrian. It 
was a very messy and heated 
exchange, with the passenger threat- 
ening to beat my “friend” up and the 
er threatening to sue for damages 

© his “very expensive car.” My 
tnend” thinks it was a Cavalier, and 
besides, (s)he was wearing sneakers 
ind didn’t even nick the car with 
ler/his well-placed kick. (Not that 1 
ondone that sort of behaviour.) The 
Noral of the story? Share the road 


nd a fortune on a modern hair cut, up-do, 
i, pedi, facial or massage? Instead of going to 
spas and salons, check out the local hair and 
esthetic schools that have their students in training 
do the grunt work. You get the advantage of paying 
less for somebody who may not have as many 
hours of experience under their belt, but who is 
eally eager to please, and needs to impress you, 


and don’t be a dick or, you know, 
kick. (CN) 


WORSTEST CASE OF AGEISM 
COMBINED WITH CLASS-ISM 

You know, there's really no good rea- 
son for the City to have voted down a 
small, small, small (12-unit small) 
seniors complex in Riverdale. C’mon 
people (and by people I mean the six 
City Council members who voted 
against it, those in the community 
who protested it for reasons of 
“diminished property value,” and 
Mayor “we're-committed-to-afford- 
able-housing-for-seniors-just-not-in- 
Riverdale” Mandel, who has shown 
himself to be completely spineless on 
the issue), really. How can you look at 
yourselves in the mirror and think, 
“yeah, that was the right thing to do”? 
It positively makes me boil. First of all, 
you can’t take your prized property 
with you when you die—unless you're 
insane enough to think you're immor- 
tal. And secondly, it only takes one 
moment, a single unforeseen misfor- 
tune, to change your privileged lives 
forever (not to wish any ill will, by any 
means), to put you in a position 
where you have to depend on the 
goodwill of your community. Healthy 
communities are not insular ones. 
Healthy communities are the ones 
where your neighbour knows you 
well enough to care about that shady 
looking character who doesn't belong 
near your place. And I have to say, 
seniors are the single demographic 
most likely to smile at me when I'm 
walking to and from work. Seriously, 
think about it. (CN) 


BESTEST PLACE TO STILL FIND AN 
AFFORDABLE HOUSE 

Ummm, Manitoba? Saskatchewan? 
You get the idea. (SH) 


BESTEST ARGUMENT FOR PROPERTY 
SEIZURE 


The Arlington. Holy crap, it’s been, 
what, about a decade since the bloody 
thing burned down and all they've 
managed to do is put up some ply- 
wood so it looks like they're actually 
going to start tearing down that 


burned-out eyesore sometime before 
the second coming. Somebody please 
turn it (back) into a crack house so we 
can bulldoze the goddam thing to the 
ground and be done with it. (SH) 


BESTEST THORN IN RALPH KLEIN'S SIDE 
For almost a decade the Parkland 
Institute has been handing people like 
Ralph Klein their asses and telling 
them what's what and what should be 
what. You know how everyone these 
days is talking about how maybe the 
government should be getting more 
revenue from our oil and gas? Well 
Parkland thought of that too... in 
1999! Proposals that are ahead of 
their time, accessible books and 
research, killer annual conferences 
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and ideas that make sense ... all with 
fewer staff than Klein has bodyguards 
Anyone who cares about what's hap- 
pening in this province should sup- 
port these guys. (SH) 


BESTEST BREAD 

If you've never stopped in at the Tree 
Stone Bakery (8612 - 99 Street) and 
picked up a loaf of ... anything, you're 
missing out. From sourdough to 
baguettes to special treats, this little 
bakery makes simple, old-style bread 
that is too tasty to describe. Get there 
early, and eat it soon ... no preserva- 
tives means you can't leave it on the 
counter for weeks like Wonderbread 
Of course, you won't be able to any- 
way. (SH) 


ass 


BESTEST CHEAP-AS-FREE ART OPPORTUNITY 


Harcourt House Arts Centre offers drop-in, non-instructional life 
drawing sessions: just swing on by Wednesday nights at 7 pm 
(summer hours) with your favoured mark-making and mark-receiv- 
ing tools, kick in nine bucks, and sketch that evening's nude model 
Nothing polishes your chops like trying to properly capture the 


essence of an ass. (DZ) 
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DJ GLOCK-N-SCHPIEL & 
TALKEE MCT ALKERSINGH 


MONDAY NIGHTS 12-3 AM 


ANGER SYSTEMS BRANDISH 
RHYTHM & MAGIC LYRICS 
TO BATTLE CRITICS. 
WE PUNK HOP SPASTIC 
MINSTRELS 


CJS WANTS YOU 
TO KNOW ABOUT 


WANT THE GLORY OF 
DESIGNING THE POSTER 
FOR FUNDRIVE 2006? 


CONTACT 
MPR @CUSR.COM 
FOR DETAILS. 


LISTENER-SUPPORTED, CAMPUS-BASED 


OMMUNITY RADIO 
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City Farm 


— TOJULS 


a WRITTEN BY & STARRING 
JOW LACHLAN STEWART, ELLA SIMON 
LIVING ROOM PLAY HOUSE (11315 - 106 
AVENUE), S10-$12 


DAVID BERRY / david@yueweekly.com 

or the lack of any other com- 
F mon ground, I guess semen 

will do. But thick white liquid 
is about the only thing the two solo 
works that make up City Farm 
Seed have in common, and even 
then, they can’t even agree on the 
type of semen. 

First up is Nextfest all-star Jon 
Lachlan Stewart's (Little Room, 
Twisted Thing) Urbantility, which 
finds a man named David Grave 
attempting to come to grips with his 


. girlfriend's newfound desire for 


child. 

While undeniably packed with 
ideas, Stewart has trouble giving 
each one its own breath, leading to 
something a bit muddled. For 
instance, though the play ostensibly 
centres around the urban environ- 
ment and its effects on David, the 
city itself rarely comes into play; we 
spend far more time in David's head 
than any other environment, and 
even his admitted neuroses seem 
more evocative of corporate culture 
or misguided medical science than 
anything urban. 

The lack of clarity isn’t helped by 
Stewart's characterizations of the 
bit players in David's life, who too 
often come off as foils rather than 
real people—particularly the afore- 
mentioned girlfriend, whose 
squeaky voice and unrestrained 
attempts at impregnation feel jar- 
ring and false 

Simon's Spunk‘d, about a jilted 
lover who finds solace in the com- 
pany of her ex-boyfriend’s prize 
bull, fares much better. Admittedly, 
Simon shoots for something sim- 
pler, but her considerable charisma 
and low-key wit are engrossing, 
and her acting is so evocative, you 
have to shake your head to remem- 
ber there isn’t actually a 350 kg bull 
up on stage with her 

Though the play does start a bit 
slow, once Simon finds her rhythm 
she’s outright hilarious, and the 
comedic gusto she brings culmi- 
nates in an honest, absurdly hilari- 
ous climax I won't ruin here, but 
suffice to say makes full use of the 
theme of the evening. v 


It’s time for the ultimate silly show 
FOR DARRIN HAGEN, STREET PERFORMERS FEST IS A DRAG AND THEN SOME 


DAVID BERRY / david@vueweekly.com 

on't bother to tell Darrin 
Dit= that street performing 

is one of the lower art forms. 
According to the local playwright, 
actor and occasional (ie only during 
July's International Street Per- 
formers Festival) street performer 
himself, when Edmonton's theatre 
community mixes with some of the 
best street acts from around the 
world, it’s usually the actors that 
come home amazed. 

“The street performers certainly 
learn a little bit about theatricality, 
but I think it's the theatre people 
who learn the most, just about 
interacting with the audience,” he 
explains. “I mean, you have these 
heroes of the circuit who are keep- 
ing audiences mesmerized with 
nothing but a hankie, who have 
turned one skill into a half-hour 
show. How can you not be a little 
inspired by that?” 

Hagen will get a chance to experi- 
ence both sides of the Fest this year, 
strapping on his “belly Baldwin” (a 
pet name for his accordion) for the 
first time in a few years to gallivant 
around downtown singing tunes 
from his upcoming Fringe musical 
Neo Nancies, a true story about SS 
officers in a drag cabaret. 
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LIBRARY & ELSEWHERE AROUND DOWNTOWN, 
USUALLY PAY-WHAT-YOU-CAN 


He'll also be remounting his hit 
show Tornado Magnet, partially 


dredged from memories of his life— 
and, more specifically, his mother’s 
life—in an Alberta trailer park in the 
1970s, this Sunday in the Stanley A 
Milner Library, as well as participat- 
ing in the annual Women in Comedy 
night on Saturday. 

Whatever he’s doing, though, the 
biggest thing for Hagen is the unre- 
strained fun of the festival—which 
manifests itself in some increasingly 


Hamlet answers the question 


DAVID BERRY / david@vueweekly.com 

amlet is almost a play of 
H== mythic proportions, it’s 

easy to forget how complex 
and demanding the whole damn 
thing can be; lost among the “to be 
or not to be” and the “alas, poor 
Yorick,” is a play that dances along a 
witty but grave line like no other 
Shakespearean play, save perhaps 
The Tempest, 

It trades in famous soliloquies but 
truly makes its living through careful 
character interaction, and is cele- 
brated for its title role but asks for 
just as much fire and forestalling, 
aloofness and guile from every one 
of its major characters. 

In short, it’s not a play that can get 
by without everything finding its 
mark; fortunately for Edmonton the- 
atre-goers, Marianne Copithorne has 
built her name on getting the most 
out of everyone she works with, and 
manages a swirling mix of understat- 
ed and overblown, subtle and 
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STARRING JOHN KIRKPATRICK, JOHN WRIGHT, 
MARALYN RYAN, AMANDA MARKUS, 

AYAN PARKER 

HAWRELAK PARK AMPITHEATRE, $13 -$17 


grandiose to a satisfying, powerful 
take on the Bard’s biggest play. 

Save for a slightly odd choice 
involving repeated lines—more on 
that later—Copithorne masters the 
steps of this particular dance. Obvi- 
ously the main focus is on John Kirk- 
patrick as Hamlet, and both 
Copithorne and Kirkpatrick know 
just how to handle the character. 

Any Hamlet lives and dies at least 
partially by his soliloquies, and the 
duo manages them gracefully, under- 
Stating them as best as possible, 
never selling short the gravitas (both 
to the play's world and to life in gen- 
eral), but keeping them fresh and 
spontaneous, no small feat for lines 
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that most of us have had to memo- 
rize and recite at least once. 


BUT KIRKPATRICK’S best moments 


are when he’s playing off his fellow 
actors, particularly two scenes with 
Joey Tremblay, first as Rosencrantz 
after the Mouse Trap, then as the 
Grave Digger. In the former, Kirk- 
patrick strikes a magnificent balance 
between carefree foo! and guillotine 
with the blade falling, luring the hap- 
less duo of Rosencrantz and 
Guildenstern in and nearly tearing 
their throats out when he exposes 
them. Any hint of menace complete- 
ly disappears in the graveyard scene, 
and Kirkpatrick has an honest joy in 
his repartee with the Grave Digger, 
happy-go-lucky even standing over 
an open tomb. 

Of course, though, Kirkpatrick has 
no small amount of help. John 
Wright might simply have been born 
to play Shakespeare's older roles, 
and his Claudius is equal parts cun- 


odd ways. 

“Last year, we had Davina Stew 
art—Sterling Award-winning acties 
Davina Stewart—dressed up as a 
door telling knock-knock jokes | 
saw that and just said, ‘Fuck, | love 
this,’” he says with a boisterous 
laugh. “It reminds us all why we go! 
into this: we all like to be stupic. iis 
a return to the child, and it’s stupi 
and it’s fun.” w 


ning strategist and sniveling coward, 
but commands attention either way. 

Maralyn Ryan, in her first turn ai 
Shakespeare in the Park, pulls iné 
sympathetic Gertrude—the scent 
with Hamlet in her bed chambe'. 
explodes with latent anger, pure fea’ 
and honest repentance—and Chris 
Bullogh is well on his way to setting 
up his own Shakespearean cottage 
industry, with another smooth tun 
as Horatio. 

Really, the only misstep is the line 
repetition; though it certainly is jarrins 
and vaguely supernatural, as was |s 
intent, it really only works in the scen« 
with the Ghost, elsewhere drawing 
unnecessary attention to itself. 

As complex as Hamlet is, thous!’ 
one lag doesn’t bring down the res! 
and Copithorne and Kirkpatrick 
deserve full credit for doing the p!*) 
proud. v 

Stay tuned for David Berry's revie"' 
of the Free Will Players’ Taming of th 
Shrew in our Jul 13 issue. 
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tories have always 
mmied unromantic types with 
gle but pertinent question. 
What pee in the “happily ever 


F Be may say that, as far as good 
tales 
ake for a very interesting story. 
‘pee the thought of watching a cou- 
ple coo and giggle together is rather 
auseating, the truth is that while that 
fairytale sentiment may seem simple, 
‘t's really much more complicated. 
This is kind of like the Walterdale’s 
1 musical production of The Fanta- 
sticks. Here’s a show that seems like 
a pretty straightforward yarn about a 
( couple of star-crossed lovers, but one 
te chums out more ideas than Imel- 
Marcos has shoes. 
First, we're introduced to Luisa 
played with saccharin sweetness by 
Nicole English) by the gallant narrator 
(Cory Christensen in near-Antonio 
Banderas mode). She’s a self- 
psorbed teen who has recently dis- 
covered her own beauty. She has also 
allen for her older neighbour Matt (a 
ky Nick Tostowyck). 
Luckily, Matt is head-over-heels in 
fove with her, as well. The problem? 
Their fathers, of course. Or so they 
think. 
Luisa's father Bellomy (Gerald 
Mason) and Matt’s dad Hucklebee 
Paul O'Rawe) have actually hatched 


‘0, “happily ever after” doesn’t - 
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the perfect plan to compel their off- 
spring to wed: tell them that their love 
is forbidden. And to complete their 
mission, the pair of poppas hire some 
rogue actors to stage an abduction, 
whereby Matt saves Luisa, and every- 
one can live happily ever after. 


BUT THAT'S JUST the first act. In the 
second, the reality of love—when one 
begins to notice that their beloved 
chews too loudly and that day-to-day 
living can be pretty mundane—sets in. 

It doesn’t take much to figure out 
that this is the part of The Fantasticks 
that has more grit. The young lovers 
discover their fathers’ ruse; Matt wan- 
ders off into the big bad world, while 
Luisa follows her crush for El Gallo 
(also Christensen), one of the duplici- 
tous actors who tried to kidnap her. 
And both return from sowing their 
oats changed, defeated and, in the 
case of Matt, literally beaten. 

It’s a fun but complex set of cir- 
cumstances for all involved, and one 
that isn’t all that easy to pull off. On 
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the surface, the characters seem 
somewhat stereotypical: sweet 16 
female, one-track lust male, a pair of 
protective fathers ... But there is more 
here than meets the eye, and, for the 


most part, the actors pull it all off. 


Cory Christensen shines in his dual 
role of Narrator and El Gallo. He 
offers a nice mix of schmaltz and seri- 
ousness, a mix that allows him to 
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swish his cape before saying Zen-like 
sentiments like, “you can if you can.” 
Much of the show is played through a 
broken fourth wall, and Christensen 
has no problem meeting the gaze of 
his audience. 

Not so comfortable in this regard is 
Tostowaryk. While he seemed most at 
ease when playing off of English in a 
love-lorn state, most of his songs 
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ve is a many-Fantasticks thing; or is it? 


where delivered to the lighting booth 

That said, however, Tostowaryk cap- 
tured all of the nervous insecurity of a 
young man in love for the first time’ 
quite remarkably. 

English, on the other hand, was at 
her best when she could belt out her 
numbers with all of the audacious- 
ness of a pubescent girl and when she 
could ply her father with her daugh- 
tterly wiles—some things never 
change. 

The things that have changed 
however, were uncomfortably obvi- 
ous. While the abundant use of the _ 
word “rape” was eloquently explained™ 
in the show's program (defined, at the 
time the show was written in the ‘60s 
as “to seize or carry off by force’), it 

was nonetheless unsettling to have a 
song tell you that “the quality 
tape depends on what you pa 
were the some of the racial s ) 
types—obvious throwbacks to a time 
when white people would put on 
uninspired war paint to play an abo- 
riginal or a glittery turban to play 
someone from the Middle East. These 
forces made the overall production 
seem a little dated, and not always in 
a pleasant way. 

To be fair, though, these elements 
don't take awey from the show’s core 
message. And that is that there can 
be a “happily ever after,” only it’s not 
as easy to come by as some story- 
tellers might have you believe. v 
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FEATS FESTIVAL OF DANCE Various locations * 
Presented by Alberta Dance Alliance. Feats includes 
workshops, auditions, events, and a break-dance 
challenge * Until July 8° Catalyst Theatre: Lush: 
July 7 (8pm) © Catalyst Theatre: /n Bloom; July 8 

~ (8pm) * $15 {student/senior)/$18 (adv adult) at TIX 
on the Square 


GALLERIES/MUSEUMS 


ALBERTA CRAFT COUNCIL GALLERY 10185-106 
St (488-6611) © Open Mon-Sat 10am-Spm (closed 
all hols) * GATHERING GLASS: A survey exhibition 
focused on the development of Alberta's hot glass 
scene; until July 8 ¢ JUST FOR FUN: Works by the 
Focus on Fibre Art Association; until July 15 


ART BEAT GALLERY 26 St. Anne Street, St 
Albert (45-3579 } « THE CANADIAN COWBOY 
DOWN UNDER: Featuring artworks by Fran Olynyk 
and Al Roberge * July 6 (opening at Spm) St. 
Albert's Art Walk 


ART GALLERY OF ALBERTA 2 Sir Winston 
Churchill Sq (422-6223) « Open Tue Wed Fri 


~~» 10:30am-8pm; Thu 10:30am-5Spm; Sat-Sun 11am- 


Spm * NORTHERN PASSAGE: The Arctic Voyages 
of AY. Jackson, Frederick Banting and Lawren 
Harris; until Sept. 10 « SWEET IMMORTALITY: 
Douglas Clark's installation project; until Sept. 10 
© NIGHTSCAPES- Urban and rural, mystery of 
night-time scenes by Dan Bagan, Hendrik Bres, 
Kari Dukes, K. Gwen Frank, Jerzy Gawlak, Les 
Graff, Gordon Harper, Robert Nichols, Jim Stokes, 
Raymond Thériault and Richard Wear, until Sept. 


m) © BODY: NEW / 
tists using the body as their 
main subject; until Aug. 27 © Children’s F 

ALPHABET SOUP. incorporating illustrations by 
Loma Bennet; through 2006 

ART MODE GALLERY 12220 Jasper Ave (453- 
1555) ¢ Featuring Frangois Faucher's Vibrationism 
paintings, and paintings by Jennifer Mack, Robert 
Roy and Irina Koulikov 


ARTSHAB STUDIO GALLERY 10217-106 St, 3rd Fi 
(439-9532/429-2024) * Open: Thu 5-8pm, Sat 2-8pm 
BEARCLAW GALLERY 10403-124 St (482-1204) « 
SPRING GALLERY WALK: Featuring artworks by 
Norval Morrisseau, Jane Ash Poitras, George 
Littlechild, Joane Cardinal-Schubert and new works 
by Laura Lee Harris 


CAELIN ARTWORKS 4728-50 Ave, Wetaskiwin 
(780-352-3519.1-888-352-3519) * Open: Mon-Fri: 
9:30am-5:30pm; Sat: noon-4pm * Artworks by Leon 
Strembitsky, Colleen McGinnis, Donna Brunner, 
Rosalind Grant, Judy Hauge 


CENTRE D’ARTWS VISUELS DE L'ALBERTA 
(CAVA) 9103-95 Ave (461-3427) » MINIATURES 
AND MORE: Group exhibition featuring miniatures 
and Mary Wright's watercolours and charcoal 
drawings © July 7-19 * Opening reception: July 7 
(7-8:30pm) 

COLLECTIVE CONTEMPORARY ART 102, 6421- 
112 Ave (491-0002) * Open: Wed-Fri 12-5:30, Sat 
10am-5:30pm, Sun 12-4pm * LIKE MUSIC FOR 
YOUR EYES: Artworks by Renee la Roi, Valery 
Goulet, Krista Hamilton, Rob Buttery; small art- 
works by Genevieve Dionne and Ben Skinner © 
Proceeds to the Canadian Diabetes Association * 
July and August 


ELECTRUM DESIGN STUDIO AND GALLERY 
12419 Stony Plain Rd (482-1402) ¢ Open: Tue by 
appointment only, Wed-Fri 10am-5:30pm, Sat 10am- 
4pm, closed long weekends * COLLECTION 2006: 
New artworks by various artists 


EXTENSION CENTRE GALLERY 2nd Fi, 
University Extension Centre, 8303-112 St (492- 
0166) © Open: Mon-Fri 8am-4pm © SIMPLICITY 
OF FORM: Paintings and charcoal on myular art- 
works by Wanda Resek © Until July 19 © Part of 
the Works Festival 


FAB GALLERY Rim 1-1 Fine Arts Building, 112 St, 


89 Ave (492-2081) * Open: Tue-Fri 10am-5Spm, Sat 
2-5pm © LETRAS LATINAS (LATIN LETTERS)/2006 
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FRINGE GALLERY 10516 Whyte Ave (432-0240) « 
CLEAVE: Pastel artworks by Paul Freeman © Until 
Aug. 4 

THE GALLERY ON MAIN-LACOMBE 2nd Level, 
4910-50 Ave, Lacombe (403-782-3402) * Open: 
Mon-Sat 10am-5:30pm * OUR PASSION: COLOUR 
AND PAINT: Artworks by Elaine Tweedy and Donna 
Marchyshyn Shymko * Until July 8 

HARCOURT HOUSE 10215-112 St (426-4180) © 
Open Mon-Fri 10am-5pm; Sat 12-4pm * ART FOR 
HIRE: Annual members’ show; until July 22 


JEFF ALLEN GALLERY Strathcona Place, 10831 
University Ave (433-5282) ¢ Open: Mon-Thu Sam- 
4pm ¢ FABRIC ART FANCY: Fibre artworks by 
Roberta Allen; until July 27; opening reception: 
July 6 (6:30-8:30pm) 

JOHNSON GALLERY (SOUTH) 7711-85 St (465- 
6171) * Open Mon-Fri 9am-5pm; Sat 10am-5pm « 
Artworks by Audrey Pfanmuller, Myma Wilkinson, 
Jim Brager, Glenda Beaver and pottery by HElena 
Ball and Noboru Kubo * Through July 


JOHNSON GALLERY (NORTH) 11817-80 St (479- 
8424) © Open Tue-Fri 9:30am-5:30pm; Sat 9:30am- 
4pm © Artworks by Waltraut Unbekannt-Lafleur, 
etchings by Thelma Manary; prints by Toti and 
Myles MacDonald; wood carvings by Adi, pottery by 
Linda Nelson © Through July 


LATITUDE 53 10248-106 St, 2nd Fl (423-5353) © 
Open Tue-Fri 10am-6pm, Sat 12-5pm © Main 
Space: BLEEDING BOOK: Installation work by 
David Khang; until July 22 ¢ ProjEx Room: 
CONTINGENCIES: Artworks by Tammy Salz\; until 
July 22 


McMULLEN GALLERY U of A Hospital, 8440-112 
St (407-7152) * Open Mon-Fri 10am-8pm; Sat-Sun 
1-8pm © LIMITLESS POTENTIAL: Paintings by the 
members of the Canadian Society of Painters in 
Watercolour celebrating their 80th anniversary © 
Until Aug. 20 


MCPAG 5411-51 St, Stony Plain (963-2777) « 
Open Mon-Sat 10am-4pm; Sun 10am-6:30pm 
THE RIGHT PLACE/THE RIGHT TIME: Photographs 
by Conny Schuster; Until July 17° Dining Room 
Gallery: Photographs by Darlene Hildebrandt; 
until July 13 © Paintings by Madeleine Bellmond; 
July 13-Aug. 24 


26 St Anne St, St Albert (780)459-3679 
www.artbeat.ab.ca 
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m-Spm; Sat 9am-6pm; Sun 
FOUR EYES: Photographs by 
. Room: PHOTOGRAVURES: Photo- 
prints by Steven Dixon, Jon Goodman, Marlene 
MacCallum, and David Morrish ¢ GRAVER LA 
LUMIERE, ETCHED BY LIGHT: Historical photographs 
* Part of the Works Festival 


MUSEE HERITAGE MUSEUM 5 St. Anne Street 
(459-1528) * Open: Mon-Sat 10am-Spm; Sun 1-4pm 
© VOICES OF THE TOWN/VOIX DE VILLE: The story 
of Vaudeville through the lens of Peterbourough’s 
Roy Studio * Until July 23 

MILES ZERO DANCE Landing Pad, 201, 10923- 
101 St * Open 10am-2pm, closed Canada Day 
GRAPHEX 2006: Design works by the Society of 
Graph Designers of Canada © Part of the Works 
Festival 


NINA HAGGERTY CENTRE FOR THE ARTS 
Stollery Gallery, 9702-111 Ave (474-7611) * Open 
Mon-Fri 10am-2:30pm, Tue 6:30-8:30pm, Thu 6-8pm 
© THAW: Contemporary furniture design exhibition 
* Part of the Works Festival 


PICTURE THIS 959 Ordze Rd, Sherwood Park (467- 
3038) ¢ Artworks by Brent Heighton, Roger Amdt, 
Cassandra Christensen Bamey, Isabel Levesque, 
Elsie Baer, Charles H. White, Terry Miller and Gregg 
Johnson © Until July 22 


PRINT STUDY CENTRE 3-78 Fine Arts Building, 

U of A, 112 St, 89 Ave (492-5834) © Open: Tue-Fri 
10am-Spm * GRADE ‘A’ CERTIFIED FRESH: Prints 
and paintings, and items from the Mactaggart Art 
Collection, and unusual treasures from the natural 
world ¢ Until July 28 


PROFILES PUBLIC ART GALLERY 19 Perron 
Street, St. Albert (460-4310) © Open; Tue-Sat 
(10am-5pm), Thu (10am-8pm) ¢ WORD: Printworks 
by Oksana Movchan * July 6-29 * Opening recep- 
tion/art walk: Thu, July 6 (6-9pm) © YouthVentures 
Zine: Drop-in Wed and Thu (3-5pm); meetings on 
Thu (3pm): Art zine for youth; through the summer 


RED STRAP MARKET 10305-97 St * Open: Tue- 
Sun 11am-Spm * 2006 PRAIRIE DESIGN AWARDS: 
The Alberta Association of Architects 


REYNOLDS-ALBERTA MUSEUM 2km W of 
Wetaskiwin, Hwy 13 (780-361-1351/1-800-661- 
4726) © Open: Tue-Sun 10am-5pm © LIFE AND 
TIMES OF THE MOTORCYCLE: Until Sept. 17, 2006 
* $9 (adult)/$7 (youth)/$5 (child)/free (child six 
and under) 


ROYAL ALBERTA MUSEUM 12845-102 Ave, 
www.royalalbertamuseum.ca * SATISFACTION 
GUARANTEED: How consumer goods were brought 
to Wester Canada from 1880-1960; until Sept. 4 ¢ 
FROM GEISHA TO DIVE: THE KIMONOS OF ICHI- 
MARU: Kimonos, sashes, wigs, combs, fans, sandals 
and other belongings of Ichimaru providing insight 
into women’s history in Japan; until Sept. 4 


ST. ALBERT ART WALK Wares (459-1697), 
Modern Eyes Gallery (459-9102), Profiles (460- 
4310), Forever Sisters (419-2055), Art Beat Gallery 
(459-3679), Gemport (458-7599), Studio Gallery 
(460-5993), Bookstore on Perron (406-4674), Cargo 
and James (459-6298), St. Thomas Coffee House 
Gallery (907-1454), Pygmalion School of Fine Art 
(460-1677) © July 6 (6-9pm) 


SNAP GALLERY 10309-97 St (423-1492) © Open 
Tue-Sat 12-5pm © /NSIDE OUT: Printworks con- 
structed from flat foam by Quebec artist Georgia 
Volpe © Until July 15 


SUN AND MOON VISIONARIES ARTISANS 
GALLERY 12227-108 Ave (433-3097) ¢ sagetawin 
sacred self: Artworks by the Sun and Moon 
Visionaries Aboriginal Artisan Society # Until Aug, 6 


TU GALLERY 10718-124 St (452-9664) * FINE 
LEGS, GREAT CHESTS, HOT SEATS: NAIT’s exhibit of 
bench built furniture designed by students from the 
Advanced Woodworking and Furniture Design pro- 
gram * REVEALING EXPOSURE: Creative colour and 
black and white photography by NAIT students from 
the Photographic Technology program ® Until July 
22 © In collaboration with the Works festival 


UNIVERSITY OF ALBERTA MUSEUMS Print 
Study Centre, 3-78 Fine Arts Building, U of A, 112 
St, 89 Ave (492-5834) * Open: Tue-Fri 10am-5pm 
° GRADE ‘A’ CERTIFIED FRESH: Rare prints and 
paintings, and unusual treasures from the natural 
world © Until July 28 


VAAA GALLERY 31d FI, Harcourt House, 10215-112 
St (421-1731) © Open Mon-Fri 10am-4pm; Sat 12- 
4pm ¢ DIVERSITY 2006: Juried show of Albertan 
artworks ® Until July 22 © Part of the Works 
Festival ¢ Closed Canada Day Weekend 


VANDERLEELIE GALLERY 10183-112 St (452- 
0286) ¢ Open Tue-Sat 10am-5:30pm Thu 10am- 
8pm © Architectural abstractions by Jonathan 
Forrest * Until July 13 


WALTERDALE PLAYHOUSE 10322-83 Ave. (439- 
2845) ¢ Artin the Lobby; ENCHANTED 
ENCAUSTICS: Whimsical paintings using pigment- 
ed beeswax by Lorna Kemp. Held in conjunction 
with The Fantasticks ¢ Until July 8 {one hour 
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AUDREY'S BOOKS 10702 Jasper Ave (423-3487) « 
Meet the authors of The Cowboy Trail; A Guide to 
Alberta's Historic Cowboy Country, Many 
Foundations: Historic Churches of Alberta, Tea Time 
in Alberta: 54 Great Tea Houses from Grande Prairie 
to Waterton Lakes, and Stop the Car: Discovering 
Central Alberta; Thu, July 6 (7:30pm) 


BLUE CHAIR CAFE 9624-76 Ave (489-8755) 
Story Slam: 3rd Wed ea month, sign-up 7-8pm « 
$5 (donation) 


NAKED CYBER CAFE 10354 Jasper Ave © Music, 
poetry, and performance art open stage hosted by 
the Naked Eclectic Electric Orchestra * Every Thu 
(8pm) 


LIVE COMEDY 


THE COMEDY FACTORY 3414 Gateway 
Boulevard (469-4999) © Thu 8:30pm, Fri 8:30pm, 
Sat 8pm and 10:30pm © Tom Liske; July 6-8 « 
Rob Pue; July 13-15 


THE COMIC STRIP 1646 Bourbon St, WE, 8892. 
170 St (483-5999) * Open: nightly 8pm, Fri 8pm and 
10:30pm, Sat 8pm and 10:30pm, Sun 8pm * Jimmy 
Dore (The Late Late Show) with Lars Callieou and 
Welby Santos; July 6-9 © Hit or Miss Mondays 
Mon, July 10 © Last Comic Standing—Alberta Style: 
Tue, July 11 © B.0.I (Best of Improv) featuring 
Edmonton's Best Improv Teams with the Fresh Faces 
of Stand-Up; Wed, July 12 © Tim Young, Paul 
Brown, Mike Todd; July 13-16 


YUK YUK'S KOMEDY KABARET Londonderry 
Mall (481-9857) © Open: Wed-Fri 8pm, Sat 8pm 
and 10:30pm, Sun 8pm * Every Sun and Wed: Pro 
Am Comedy Jam; $5 * Pro AM Comedy Jam: Wed 
followed by Paul Sveen; $5 © Sun: Industry Night 
$10 * Andrew Grose , Kendall Gawryluk and Kerry 
Unger; July 5-9 


THEATRE 


CHIMPROV Varscona Theatre, 10329-83 Ave 
(448-0695) * Comedy improv every Sat 11pm 
{except last Saturday of the month) 


CITY FARM Living Room Playhouse, 11315- 
106 Ave © Presented by SurrealSoReal Theatre * 
Spunk-d, by Ella Simon, and Urbantility, by Jon 
Lachlan Stewart. Both shows combine a circus of 
original music, dance, poetry, physical theatre, and 
black comedy * Until July 9 (8pm) © $10 (adv) at 
TIX on the Square/$12 (door) 


DC-3 SIMPLE GIFTS/NEVER SWIM 
ALONE/SPRING ALIBI Rocy Theatre, 10708-124 St 
(453-2440) © Simple Gifts by Tracy Penner; Never 
Swim Alone by Daniel Maclvor, and Spring Alibi by 
Linda Wood-Edwards performing in repertory ¢ July 
14-16; Fri 10pm, 7pm, 8:30pm; Sat 8:30pm, 7pm, 
10pm; Sun 1pm, 2:30pm, 4pm © $15 (each)/$12 
(student/senior)/$40 (all 3 shows) 


EBONY Red Strap Market, 10305-97 St (497-2211) 
* An Edgar Allen Poe adaptation for stage by 
Pounding Nails Productions * July 28-Aug. 6 (door 
7pm) * Tickets available at the door 


EMERGENCY ROOM Jubilations Dinner Theatre, 
8882-170 St (484-2424) © The staff of a hospital are 
putting on a talent show but patients, romance, 
accidents, lust, infatuation, fear and love make it 
difficult. Featuring classic hits from the ‘70s and 
‘BOs © Until Aug. 13 


EVELYN STRANGE Varscona Theatre (433-3399, 
#1/420-1757) ¢ Written and directed by Stewart 
Lemoine. Presented by Teatro La Quindicina featur- 
ing Shannon Blanchet as Evelyn © July 13-29 
(Tue-Sat 8pm, Sat 2pm) © $18 (adult)/$15 (stu- 
dent/senior/Equity); Pay-What-You-Can Tuesday; 
Two-For-One Fri, July 14 $18 (adulat/$15 (stu- 
dent/senior) at TIX on the Square 


THE FANTASTICKS Walterdale Playhouse, 10322- 
83 Ave. (439-2845) ¢ Book and Lyrics by Tom Jones, 
music by Harvey Schmidt, directed by Martin Galba 
A poetic musical about young lovers facing life's 
magical moments and its starker realities Until 
July 8 (8pm) © $12-$16 at TIX on the Square 


IVANKA CHEWS THE FAT Mayfield Inn, 16615- 
109 Ave © A hilarious musical reyue * Until Aug. 
27 


RIVER CITY SHAKESPEARE FESTIVAL Hawrelak 
Park Heritage Amphitheatre (420-1757/425-8086) ° 
Free Will Players presents Hamlet on the odd dates, 
Taming of the Shrew on even dates; all matinees 
are Taming of the Shrew * Until July 23 (Tue-Sun 
8pm), no shows on Mondays; Sat and Sun (2pm); no 
shows on July 9 © $26 (Passes for both plays)/$17 
(adult)/$13 (student/senior) at TIX on the Square; 
free (child 12 and under) 

THEATRESPORTS Varscona Theatre, 10329-83 Ave 
(448-0695) * Rapid Fire Theatre weekly insane 
improv show every Friday at 11pm © $10 
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SEF BRAUN / josef@vueweekly.com 
hronicling the terrifyingly brief 
period between the 
arrest and execution 
of its titular, 21-year-old 
nti-Nazi activist, Sophie 
icholl: The Final Days THS ROCKS 
presents a story of humanity at its 
most heroic and its most grotesque. 
But as a film, confined largely to inte- 
riors and conversations, it's mainly— 
and wisely—concemed with process. 
By focusing on process, or rather 
processes—of interrogation, of con- 
on, of trial, conviction and pun- 
hment—the film performs a 
considerable feat, allowing us to feel 
fresh horror and indignation at some 
‘of the 20th century's most notorious 
crimes, at a political force universal- 
ly acknowledged as barbaric, an evil 
‘o familiar from both history and 
movie history. 
Sticking closely to documented 
sxchanges, the film takes us through 
a cruel parody of assessment and 
judgement so that we understand 
something of how Scholl inadver- 
tently found her way to her brutal 


Scholl and her brother Hans 
belonged to an underground organi- 
zation known as the White Rose. They 
covertly circulated leaflets that boldly 
‘condemned Hitler's regime, Nazi poli- 
cy, the prolongation of a war they felt 
couldn't be won and the then-uncon- 
firmed genocidal actions taken 
against the Jews. Any criticism of 
Hitler or the Nazi party being strictly 


ledge to rain down upon students. 
That was all it took. 
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w 
= 
> 
—d A 
Lt. | moviegoer@yueweekly.com 


As regular readers of this column are 
probably aware, about a month and a half 
ago, | moved from Edmonton to Key West, 
Florida, The place is every bit as beautiful 
4s the articles in the travel magazines 
Would have you believe, and for fisher- 
men, divers and boating enthusiasts, the 
Place is damn near close to paradise. But 
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SOPHIE SCHOLL: 


THE FINAL DAYS 

DIRECTED BY MARC ROTHEMUN 

WRITEN BY FRED BRENERSOORFER 
STARRING JULIA ENTSCH, FABIAN HIRI, 
GERALD ALEXANDER HELD 

METRO CEMA $8 


DRAMA 


When initially asked about her 
actions, Scholl claimed she was 


for an ordinary movie fan trying to see 
Superman Returns last Thursday night. 
Key West felt more like Purgatory. 

Key West is sort of a moviegoing 
Bizarro-World; there’s an excellent art- 
house theatre called the Tropic Cinema in 
the heart of Old Town, where | live, which 
means that if | want to go see A Prairie 
Home Companion or An Inconvenient 
Truth, they're only a short walk away. 

But if | want to see the latest Holly- 
wood blockbuster, | have to climb on a 
bus and travel all the way to Searstown, 
an ugly retail complex on nearby Stock 


apolitical, that she didn’t even 
know what the leaflets said, that 
she did it because she was just a 
prankster by nature. (The possibility 
that this last claim might have had 
some foundation in truth—she was 
smart, subversive and 21—makes 
her fate even more tragic.) But evi- 
dence against her was gathered 
with incredible speed and the 
extent of her convictions—and her 
willingness to defend them once 
cornered—soon became abundantly 


island, and climb the stairs to the Regal 
6. The Regal is one of those small, 
bunkerlike eineplexes that popped up on 
the outskirts of most cities in the early 
80s, only to be replaced in the ‘90s by 
enormous “entertainment complexes” full 
of videogames and THX sound systems. 
The Regal was never replaced; it's a 
clunky, top-loading VCR in a sleek, digital 
DVD world. 

The good thing about the buses in Key 
West is that the fare is only a dollar. The 
bad thing about them is that they keep 
the air-conditioning turned up so high you 
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clear, hastening her demise. 


ONE OF THE nagging problems of 
dramatizing this sort of history is that 
Nazism often defies tasteful drama- 
turgy. The figures who actually tried 
Scholl (if we can use the term “trial” 
very loosely) were anti-democratic, 
screaming maniacs utterly beyond 
reason: perfect food for melodramatic 
writing and gross overacting. But you 
can’t mellow them either; it'd be 
immoral to soften them up 


Superman Returns to reward the intrepid moviegoer 


could use them to ship organ transplants. 
My glasses steam up every time | disem- 
bark from the bus and into the Key West 
heat, and they stay that way for a minute 
or two after. My plan during this trip was 
to run an errand at the Radio Shack and 
then cover the distance to the Regal on 
foot—a walk of about 15 or 20 minutes. | 
was so ahead of schedule that | even lin- 
gered a few minutes in the parking lot to 
watch the waterspout that had formed a 
few miles away in the ocean and appreci- 
ate the beauty of that thin, dark, oddly 
fragile-looking tubular cloud connecting 
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hie Scholl's last days were darkest, 
ut also her most luminous 


Fortunately, director Marc Rothe- 
mund and writer Fred Breinersdorfer 
are able to balance things by con- 
centrating much of the film on the 
interrogation sessions between 
Scholl and Robert Mohr, a man 
clearly of a more skeptical mindset 
than the abovementioned screaming 
maniacs, yet still deeply compro- 
mised politically. He knows his job 
and performs it well, breaking Scholl 
down gradually and totally, but he 
also knows that everything Scholl 
and the White Rose rally against may “ 
be just 

Scholl is played quite brilliantly by 
Julia Jentsch, who, with her large 
youthfully expressive face, seems 
able to evoke fear, duplicity, guard- 
edness and righteousness all at once 
The film is al! the more powerful 
because Jentsch's Sophie finds 
what's happening to her, the very 
Kafka-esque nature of it, so difficult 
to fathom. An abyss seems to open 
at her feet before she even knows 
what's happening 

Jentsch is nicely matched by Ger- 
ald Alexander Held’s Mohr, who is 
basically required to embody Ger- 
many’s stifled conscience. With his 
neat bow tie and pale, round face, 
his gaze is penetrating, but he also 
listens captivatingly. 

As he and Jentsch debate from their 
fundamentally opposing positions in 
that silent room, it's as though the 
soul of their country Is at stake. Nel- 
ther can alter where this tale is going 
but they can at least enlighten us as 
to the range of personas that consti- 
tuted “Hitler’s Willing Executioners’ 
and the depth of the morass they 
were submerged in. ¥ 


the sky and the water. 


$0 THAT WAS my first mistake. Only a 
few minutes after | started moving again, 
it began to rain. And there's no such thing 
as a Urizzle in Key West; here, the sky 
opens up and the water comes down in 
drops that feel as big as golfballs. At 
first, the feeling was exhilarating. | had 
been so cold in the bus, then so uncom- 
fortably hot and sweaty and sticky after 
exiting it, and the rain, which was the 
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BRIAN GIBSON / brian@vueweekly.com 
aurent Cantet’s second feature, 
Human Resources 


(1999), was a slow- 
burning look at a family 
riven by workplace ten- 
sions. aut canta outdia THSISOK 
himself two years later with Time Out, 
a creepy existential thriller about one 
man’s self-delusion. The film’s glassy 
visuals and chilling atmosphere 
moved the film into a fascinating, 
Hitchcockian allegory for the deceit of 
the corporate world. 

So how do you follow a master- 
piece, one of the best-reviewed films 
of this decade? With Heading South, 
Cantet continues his interest in the 
political made dramatically personal. 
While the film’s focus is hazy and 
the dialogue sometimes clunky, mak- 
ing this a minor disappointment, it’s 
still worth seeing. 

Cantet's and Robin Campillo’s story, 
inspired by a novel and some short 
fiction by Haitian-Canadian Dany 
Laferriére, burns with sexual and 
racial friction. From the opening 
scene—where a woman begs hotel 
manager Albert to take her daughter 
with him to his workplace, to keep 
her safe from the rapacious military 
regime—we're in a world of oppres- 
sion, betrayal and sexploitation, 
where the divide between “Baby Doc” 
Duvalier's government and its poor 
citizens and between female tourists 
and their young Haitian escorts is as 
yawning as the Gulf of Mexico, its 
water lapping relentlessly onto shore 
during the final credits. 


CANTET DEFTLY INJECTS a sense of 


Haiti in the late 1970s—a former 
French colony built on slavery—with a 
slightly grainy look, and the opening 
rhythms lull us into feeling the heat 
and langour settle around the beach- 
side hotel where Brenda (Robin 
Young) and Ellen (Charlotte Rampling) 
are staying. It’s there that Brenda sees 
local gigolo Legba (Ménothy Cesar) 
again, and now he’s Ellen’s prized 


LOOKING FOR A GOOD DEAL? 
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temperature of a perfectly heated swim- 
ming pool, came as a welcome relief. 

But then it started raining even harder, 
and | went from feeling pleasantly 
refreshed to unpleasantly drenched. My 
shirt was slimy and repulsive as it clung 
to my chest, my pants became uncomfort- 
ably heavy as water soaked the cuffs, my 
heels started slipping and sliding back 
and forth in my sandals as | waded across 
the now-ankle-deep water in the parking 
lot. The person in the ticket booth at the 
Regal couldn't help but laugh at me, | 
looked so miserable. 


FA JUL 7 & SUN JUL 9 (15 PM) 
SAT JUL & MOM, JUL 10(7 PU) 
HEADING SOUTH 


DRAMA 


DIRECTED BY LAURENT CANTET 
WRITTEN BY ROBIN CAMPILLO, CANTET 
STARRING CHARLOTTE RAMPLING, 
KAREN YOUNG, MENOTHY CESAR 
METRO CINEMA, $8 


possession. 

The scenes of these white, middle- 
aged women cavorting with young 
black men are disturbing, with both 
groups selling themselves pathetically 
short. The women’s need for compan- 
ionship has shaded into sexploitation, 
but is it any less honest than everyday 
tourism? Sue’s (Louise Portal) earnest 
talk about how cheap the goods are at 
the local market only emphasizes 
Albert's later point that the tourists 
are invading Haiti with their dollars 
now, instead of their guns. 

Cantet suggests that these women— 


And my misery wasn't over yet, 
because the temperature inside the 
movie theatre was nearly as cold as it 
was on the bus. | shivered as | took my 
seat, wrapping my arms around me, try- 
ing to keep my teeth from chattering. | 
slid my feet out of my damp sandals; the 
water had softened up a cracked callus 
on the ball of my right foot, painfully 
opening it up again. The skin was stained 
brown from the wet leather. | wondered, 


can you get an infected wound from a _ 


pair of sandals? 

You could hear the thunder outside the 
theatre, even over the soundtrack of the 
film. Actually, that wasn’t as hard as it 
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like most white tourists—are going 
abroad to find themselves and roman- 
ticize others, using resorts as gaudy 
reflections that blind them to their des- 
tinations’ horrible home truths. 

While Ellen can be imperious and 
viciously catty, she seems to be a 
more honest colonizer than the pity- 
ing Brenda. Heading South—with 
Brenda’s reduction of the black male 
body to an exotic, natural object—is a 
dramatization of ‘50s psychoanalyst 
Frantz Fanon’s controversial ideas 
about white women’s attraction to 
black men, and a cinematic response 
to the many books (eg Heart of Dark- 
ness) that have used the exotic 
woman as a metaphor for colonial 
invasion. Here, it is Legba—whose 
reunion with his mother is a subtle, 
observant moment—who represents 
the exotic colony, only nominally free 
of its colonial past, as Ellen paradoxi- 
cally points out: “Legba belongs to 
everyone—he makes the decisions.” 


It ain't easy being a moviegoer 


sounds, since one bank of speakers 
behind the screen was silent for more 
than half the film. A couple of times, the 
projector broke and the film stopped. 

And yet, all in all, it was kind of a 
wonderful experience. | had forgotten 
during my days as a pampered Edmonton 
movie critic how much work, what a god- 
damned hassle it is for most people in 
North America to go see a movie. And so 
there was something moving about 
watching Superman Returns, for all its 
flaws, and seeing director Bryan Singer 
trying so hard to provide audiences with 
something huge and mythic in return for 
their trouble. 


(S)exploitation hotter than Haiti 
in Cantet’s Heading South 


But certain scenes—the women 
monologues to the camera, Legba 


conversation with his ex-girl- | 


friend—seem a little too stiff and 
theatrical, while the dialogue ofte,, 
seems contrived. At times, the 
women’s Penthouse Letters-like talk 
sounds more like how men imagine 
women talk about sex, and Legba‘: 
fate is just a bit too unclear to be 
entirely unsettling. 

Still, Heading South offers an atypi- 
cal, complex portrayal of its world 
women are both predatory and self- 
deceiving; the fatal breach between 
the world that tourists see and the 
society that hotel workers must call 
home is revealed. 

In the end, the film ebbs away into 
a melancholy reminder of the myopia 
in which privileged, self-absorbed 
whites can wrap themselves while 
travelling abroad, so casually over- 
looking their drowning hosts as they 
sip cocktails on the beach. w 


There's a surprisingly uplifting 
sequence about a third of the way 
through the film where the people of 
Metropolis cheer Superman as he makes 
his first public appearance in five years 
They surrender to this powerful force 'n 
their midst and suddenly their lives make 
sense again. As hokey as it sounds. 
that’s still one of the reasons | go t0 
movies. ys 

And, perversely, | sort of like that its 
suddenly gotten a little difficult for me !° 
see them—if I'm going to be uplifted by 4 
movie, it helps to have gone through 4 
certain amount of hardship in order t0 
reach the theatre. w 
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HERESY! 


DARREN ZENKO 
darren@vueweekly.com 


In Heresy!, Vue Weekly invites its film 
reviewers to either champion a film that 
everyone else thinks is trash, or to trash a 
film that everyone else regards as art. 


rue heresy can be so much more than 
hipping out contrarian extremities like 
Ishtar is a masterpiece!” or whatever. 
More subtle, and more stinging to the 
emotionally and culturally invested, is 
Suggesting an iconic, genre-defining film 
ight be—despite its role in the history 
and language of film—not actually all 
that great. 
Like, you wouldn't believe the flak | 
aught when, after a refresher re-watch 
in advance of the franchise's resurrection, 
| told a few geek friends that 1978's 
Superman: the Movie is a lousy flick. 
But ... It gave us Christopher Reeve, 
the living avatar of a Pop god! It had 
hose groundbreaking and still-killer spe- 
Cial effects! It had John Williams's 
theme, an orchestral immortal! It ... it 
Made us believe a man could fly! 
All true. But the scale of film quality 
as two pans, and in the final measure- 
Ment Superman's needle drifts toward 
and finally settles on the side of Suck. 

On the plus side we have first and fore- 
ost the revelation of Reeve as Super- 
an/Clark Kent. Clark may be 
mild-mannered, but he’s no shrinking little 
Hobody—he's still 64", and he gangles, 
filling up every space he occupies or 
Moves through with a tangle of feet, knees 
and elbows, a clamoring incantation of 
itammers and winees and flinches. With 

t Is physical put-on, Reeve destroys the 
"old “his only disguise is glasses!” gibe; 


even unglassed and wearing the tights, 
nobody would believe this guy to be the 
Man of Steel. As Superman ... well, what 
is there to say? There he is: Superman. 

Margot Kidder’s Lois Lane,comes off as 
a bit of a neurotic, terribly high-strung, a 
vibrating, hustling energy point—a per- 
fect characterization. She was working in 
a male-dominated professional world, 
and she wasn't comfortable; she had the 
air of a woman who had to work her ass 
off, all the time, to keep her position 
against those who would pull her from it. 
Compare her romantic reaction to Super- 
man ... so weak in the knees she's almost 
toppling off her heels. A great act of char- 
acter creation. 


ON THE FLIP SIDE, there's a great black 
hole weighing things down: Lex Luthor. 
Gene Hackman was doing everything he 
could with the script’s Lex —"“having 
fun,” as they say—but despite the impec- 
cable delivery of memorable lines, he's 
still just a shitty dude with a fat, bluster- 
ing, bumbling cartoon oaf and a whiny 
airhead broad as his sole operative. 

He still put on work clothes and did his 
own dirty work. He's a bragging, deluded, 
lame comic-book camp villain. There's a 
big, disappointing hole where a real 
counterpart—a real challenge—for this 
wonderful Superman should be, and that 
hole kills the movie. 

But the feather that finally tips the bal- 
ance, the moment that acts as a crap- 
amplifier taking everything goofy or 
kitschy before or after and magnifying it, 
pushing the whole flawed film over the 
edge of suck, is Lois’s impromptu internal 
poetic monologue as Superman takes her 
on their interminable skyline flight. A 
short excerpt from some of the worst 
poetry ever committed to film: You can 
fly! / You belong in the sky! 

Yeesh. What a hokey flick. w 
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Return us the Man of Steel, not 
some prettyboy computer effect 


DARREN ZENKO / darren@vueweokly.com 


evin Smith has a convention- 
crowd-pleasing 
routine where he 


tells the story of his misad- 
ventures working in the 
machine that would years THSSURS 
later give us Superman Returns, the 
big WTF?? laugh lines of which 
involve a producer's insistence that 
Superman neither wear his iconic 
costume nor fly while duking it out 
with giant spiders and polar bears. 

Smith’s scenario has been the 
nightmare of fans watching Holly- 
wood’s long process of digging up 
and reanimating the dead-in-the-’80s 
Superman-movie franchise, the proof 
of what could go wrong if people who 
Just don’t get it—or just don't respect 
it—get their way. 

Good news for frightened fanboys: 
having gotten all there was to get, 
and with a respect that approaches 
the trepidation of worship, Bryan “X- 
Men” Singer has returned Superman 
to us pristine, polished and ... perfect? 
Pretty? Predictable. No canon-breach- 
ing re-imaginings here, no cheeky 
camp, no Nicholas Cage, no giant spi- 
ders, no polar bears, just a lot of 
pokey franchise re-establishment 
bolted to a limp, moony emotional (it 
doesn't deserve “romantic”) subplot in 
a grinding two-and-a-half-hour 
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remake of Richard Donner's ’78 
Superman. 

Misty memories aside, Superman 
wasn't all that great a movie (see 
Heresy! p 37), but it had a couple of 
outstanding elements. In his direction 
of new tights-filler Brandon Routh 
and Kate Bosworth as Lois Lane, 
Singer drops those elements in favour 
of a couple of boring nobodies. 
Christopher Reeve’s big blue Boy 
Scout, whose will, when roused, 
might warp reality itself, is replaced 
with a construct part Scheme-A- 
Dream party entertainer, part senti- 
mental collector’s-plate model, part 
computer effect. A mopey prettyboy 
has subbed in for his awkward, gan- 
gling, room-filling Clark Kent. And 
sometime in the five years between 
Superman’s disappearance and titular 
Return, Margot Kidder's neurotic, 
romantic, energetic Lois Lane has 
been Prozacked, Paxilled and Zolofted 
into the very model of a numb, 
exhausted, disinterested Power Mom. 

Mom? Yeah, Mommy and Baby and 
Cyclops (James Marsden) makes 
three, all shacked up in cosy afflu- 
ence. Holy moly! Gee ... | wonder if 
that tow-headed little meeping mop- 
pet has Chromosomes of Steel. This is 
the issue that's supposed to propel the 
family-drama aspect of Returns ... it 
doesn't work, mostly ‘cause nobody 
seems to care, or care in a way we 
can relate to. 


GIVEN SINGER'S mission of canonical 
respect, how could they? Working this 
kind of bizarre shit out for real 
(“Honey, my space-alien boyfriend's 
back in town ... ”) would require tak- 
ing risks and liberties Singer wouldn't, 
couldn't or was forbidden to take. So 
what we get is three people (four if 
you count Clark/Supes twice) with a 
really big problem, staring and blink- 
ing and making pained little faces at 
each other ... minute upon sparkless 
minute of this is intended to keep us 
engaged between the WOW! of the 
super-scenes. 

I guess I have to see this shit in 
IMAX 3-D to get the full effect, or 
something, because seldom have | 


FAVA is a not-for-profit, artist run resource centre for independent media artists. 


been so bored with astounding de 
ring-do. The big plane-savin 
Sequence is pretty good—though how 
Lois ended up unbroken ani 
unbruised after being shaken around 
like the mixing ball in a can of Kryi 
is a super-mystery—but its residua| 
excitement wears off fast, and mos! 
the rest of Superman's super-deed 
are montaged lift-carry-throw ro, 
tines ... how many times does Sing: 
think a snippet of John William 
immortal theme can sub in for a re 
payoff? If I play a royal trumpet (a; 
fare every time | take a crap, can | sei 
tickets to my bathroom? 

So, Superman's biggest enemie 
are gravity and time, and they don’ 
put up much of a fight. | wanted—for 
a long time, I wanted; I was one of the 
abovementioned fanboys watching 
this hulk lumber through production— 
to see a super-brawl, a battle wher 
things were goddamn personal. | 
wanted Terence Stamp's General Zod 
-.. [got Gene Hackman’s Lex Luthor 

It's not exactly Hackman’s Lutho:— 
Kevin Spacey is a bit nastier, a bit 
scarier, a bit more serious—but the 
problems of that character remain 
He's still just a real-estate shark who 
happens to think and kill big, he still 
keeps an airheaded bimbo as a [oil 
and punching bag, and though replac- 
ing that flatulent buffoon Otis with a 
clutch of generic thugs is an aesthetic 
improvement, his operation is still 
small-time, still unsatisfying, still 
goofy. 

And don't even get me started on 
the obligatory Superman-weakened- 
by-kryptonite-gets-beat-up-by-nor- 
mal-guy scene; unless you've got 
fucking Batman up there wearing 
kryptonite boxing gloves, that shit's 
not cutting it anymore. 

Personally? I would have preferre¢ 
the giant spider ... or even the pola! 
bears. w 
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JAWAII, OSLO Trond Espen Seim, Jan 

sunnar Raise and Evy Elise Kasseth 

austen star in Shapaaa director Erik 

2gppe’s ensemble film about the different 

yanifestations of love and all of its trials. 
A IBRARY; WED, JUL 12.(7 PM) 


HEA DING SOUTH Charlotte Rampling, 
‘aren Young and Mébothy Cesar star in 
ime Out director Laurent Cantet’s drama 
bout three carefree tourists who have 
heir eyes opened to poverty while vaca- 
tioning in Haiti during the turbulent ‘80s. 
Read Brian Gibson's review on page 36. 
THIDLER HALL, THE CITADEL; FRI, JUL 7 & SUN, JUL 9 (4:15 
SAT, JUL 8 & MON, JUL 10,7 PA) 


THE MAGNIFICENT SEVEN Yul Brynner, 
s|| Wallach and Steve McQueen star in 
The Eagle Has Landed director John 
rges's Western about an oppressed 
fexican village that assembles a team of 
even gunfighters to defend their homes. 
IYAL ALBERTA MUSEUM (102 AVENUE & 128 STREET); 
JUL 10 (8 PM) 


ATES OF THE CARRIBBEAN: DEAD 
JAN'S CHEST Johnny Depp, Orlando 
Bloom and Kiera Knightly star in The 
Weatherman director Gore Verbinski's 
adventure film about a pirate who enlists 
the help of friends to help him miss his 
atal date with Davey Jones. 


OPHIE SCHOLL: THE FINAL DAYS Julia 
entsch, Gerald Alexander Held and Fabi- 
an Hinrichs star in Ants in My Pants 
Wirector Mare Rothemund’s biopic about 
an anti-Nazi activist who was caught and 
onvicted of high treason. Read Josef 
Braun’s review on page 35. ZEIDLER HALL, THE 
CITADEL; FAL, JUL 7 & SUN, JUL 9 (7 PM); SAT, JUL & MON, 
JUL 10(9 PM) 


TOP SPOT Elizabeth Crawford, Laura Cur- 
hick and Kate Foster-Barnes star in Some- 
limes the Dress is Worth More than the 
Money director Tracey Emin’s film about 
the traumatic experiences that shape the 
lives of six teenage girls growing up in 
Margate, England. The film is being pre- 
Sented by the Art Gallery of Alberta. ZEl- 
LER HALL, THE CITADEL; THU, JUL 6(8 PM) 


iF 
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FILM LISTINGS 


FRI, JUL HU, JULY 13, 2006 


All showtimes are subject to change at any time. 
Please contact theatre for confirmation. 


6094 Connaught Dr, Jasper, 852-4749 


PIRATES OF THE CARIBBEAN: DEAD MAN'S 
CHEST (PG, frightening scenes. not recommended for 
young children) Daily 1:30; 6:30, 9:30 


THE LAKE HOUSE (PG) Daily 1:30, 7:00, 9:30 


CINEMA AT THE CENTRE/NFB FILM CLUB 


Stanley A. Milner Library Theatre. 7 Sir Winston 
Churchill Sauare 496-7070 


HAWAII, OLSO (14A, coarse languags) Wed 7:00 


CINEMA CITY 12/MOVIES 12 
Cinema 12: 3633-99 St, 469-5451 
MISSION IMPOSSIBLE 3 (14A, violence) Daily 10:50 
1:35 4:10 7:10 9:55 Fri Sat late show 12:15 
UNITED "93" (14A) Daily 11:30, 2:00, 4:25, 6:55, 
Fri Sat late show 11:40 


‘STICK IT (PG) Daily 11-45, 2:15, 4:55, 7:40, 10:10 
Fri Sat late show 12:25 


HOOT (G) Daily 11:40, 2:05, 4:50 Kabin Fever: July 
15 2:05 


JUST MY LUCK (PG) Daily 11:25, 1.40, 4:45, 7:35. 
9:55 Fri Sat late show 12:20 


ICE AGE : THE MELTDOWN (PG) Daily 11-05, 1:20, 
4:00, 6:50, 9:20 Fri Sat late show 11:35 


SILENT HILL (18A, gory scenes, disturbing content) 
Daity 7:05, 9:35 Fri Sat late show 12:10 


SCARY MOVIE 4 (144. crude content) Daily 11°10, 
1:30, 4:30, 7:20, 9:45 Fri Sat late show 11:50 


THE BENCHWARMERS (PG, crude content) Daily 
11:20, 2:10, 4:40, 7:25, 10:05 Fri Sat late show 11:55 


TAKE THE LEAD (PG, coarse language) Daily 10:55, 
1:25, 4:15, 7-15, 9:40 Fri Sat late show 12:00 


LUCKY NUMBER SLEVIN (154, violence) Daily 
11:00, 1:45, 4:05, 7:00, 9:50 Fri Sat late show 12:15 


FAILURE TO LAUNCH (PG, sexual content, nol rec- 
ommended for children) Dally 11:15, 1:55, 4:35, 7:30, 
10:00 Fri Sat late show 12:05 


SHE'S THE MAN (PG) Daily 11:35, 1:50, 4:20, 7:00 
9:25 Fri Sat late show 12:05, 


Movies 12: 130 Ave 50 St, 472-9779 
KINKY BOOTS (PG) Daily 11°10, 1:40, 4:20, 7:15, 
9:25 Fri Sat late show 11:40 


MISSION IMPOSSIBLE 3 (144, violence) Daily 10:50 
1:25, 4:05, 6:50, 9:35 Fri Sat late show 12:05 


UNITED "93" (14A) Daily 11:30, 2:00, 4:35, 7:20, 
9:50 Fri Sat late show 12:10 


STICK IT (PG) Daily 7-25, 9:45 Sat late show 11:55 


HOOT (G) Daily 10:45, 12:55, 2:55, 5:05 Kids Kabin 
Fever: July 15, 12:55 


JUST MY LUCK (PG) Dally 11:35, 1:50, 4:50, 7:25, 
9:45 Fri Sat late show 11:55 


ICE AGE : THE MELTDOWN (PG) Daily 11:00, 1:00, 
3:00, 5:00, 7:00, 9:00 Fri Sat late show 11:00 


SILENT HILL (18A, gory scenes, disturbing content) 
Daily 11:00, 1:35, 4:05, 6:55, 9:30 Fri Sat late show 
12:00 


SCARY MOVIE 4 (14A. crude content) Daily 11.25, 
1:45, 4:40, 7:30, 9:40 Fri Sat late show 12:00 


THE BENCHWARMERS (PG. crude content) Dally 
41:15, 1:10, 3:05, 4:55, 6:45, 8:30, 10:15 Fri Sat late 
show 12:25 


TAKE THE LEAD (PG, coarse language) Daily 11:15, 
4:55, 4:45, 7:10, 10:00 Fri Sat late show 12:20 


LUCKY NUMBER SLEVIN (184, violence) Dally 
49:05, 1:30, 4:10, 7:35, 9:55 Fri Sat Iste show 12:10 


10200-102 Ave 421-7020 

PIRATES OF THE CARIBBEAN: DEAD MAN'S 
CHEST (PG, frightening scenes, nat recommended for 
young children, no passes, on 2 screens) Dally 11:45, 
12:15, 3:00, 3:30, 6:30, 7:00, 10;00, 10:30 


SUPERMAN RETURNS (PG, no passas, on 2 
screens) Dally 12:00, 1:00, 3:15, 4:25, 6:45, 7:45, 
10:15 


THE DEVIL WEARS PRADA (PG, no passes) Dally 
12:40, 4:00, 7:15, 9:45 


CLICK (148) Daily 12:50, 3:50, 7:20, 9:55 
NACHO LIBRE (PG) Daily 12:30, 3:40, 710 


THE BREAK-UP (PG, coarse languaga,not recom 
mended for young children) Dally 12:20, 2:50, 640 


=) 
CHABA THEATRE-JASPER 


DA VINCI CODE (14A, violence, mature theme) Daily 
12:10, 3:20, 6:35, 9:50 


THE FAST AND THE FURIOUS: TOKYO DRIFT 
‘en violence, not recommended for children) Daity 


THE LAKE HOUSE (PG) Daily 9:20 


X-MEN: THE LAST STAND (PG, violence, may fright 
‘en young children) Daily 1:50, 4:40, 7-40 


SUPERMAN RETURNS (PG) Daily 12:10, 1:10, 3:20 
4:30, 6:30, 8:30, 9:40 


NACHO LIBRE (PG) Daily 12:30, 2:40, 5:00,7:20 


PIRATES OF THE CARIBBEAN: DEAD MAN'S 
CHEST (PG, frightening scenes, not recommended for 
young children) Fri-Sun 12:20, 3:30, 4:00, 6:40, 9:50, 
10:20 Mon-Thu 12:20, 3:30, 4:00, 6:40, 9:50 


ee CODE (144, violence, mature theme) Daily 


THE DEVIL WEARS PRADA (PG) Daily 1:00, 3:40, 
6:50, 9:15 


CLICK (14A) Daily 1:40, 4:10, 7:30, 10:00 
CARS (G) Daily 1:20, 4:20, 7:00, 9:30 


GALAXY CINEMAS - SHERWOOD PARK 
2020 Sherwood Drive, 416-0150 


PIRATES OF THE CARIBBEAN: DEAD MAN'S 
CHEST (PG. frightening scenes, not recommended for 
young children, no passes) Fri-Sun 11:45, 12:00, 1:00, 
3:00, 3:30, 4:30, 6:30, 7:00, 8:00, 10:00, 10:30 Mon 
Thu 3:00, 3:30, 4:30, 6:30, 7:00, 8:00, 19:00, 10:30 


SUPERMAN RETURNS (PG, no passes) Fri-Sun 
19:50, 1:15, 3:15, 4:45, 6:45, 8:15, 10:15 Mon-Thu 
3:15, 4:45, 6:45, 8:15, 10:15 


THE DEVIL WEARS PRADA (PG, no passes) , Fri- 
Sun 12:25, 3:50, 7:30, 10:10 Mon-Thu 3:50, 7:30, 
10:10 


CLICK (14A) Fri-Sun 12:30, 4:00, 7:10, 9:50 Mon-Thu 
4:00, 7:10, 9:50 


THE FAST AND THE FURIOUS: TOKYO DRIFT 
(PG, violence, not recommended for children} Fri-Sun 
12:45, 10:20 Mon-Thu 10:20 


NACHO LIBRE (PG) Daily 7:40, 10:05 
THE LAKE HOUSE (PG) Daily 4:05, 7:20 


(CARS (G) Fri-Sun 12:10, 3:45, 6:50, 9:30 Mon-Thu 
3:45, 6:50, 9:30 


OVER THE HEDGE (G) Fri-Sun 1:25, 3:55 Mon-Thu 
3:55 


8712-109 St, 433-0728 


AN INCONVENIENT TRUTH (PG) Daily 7:09 9:00 
Sat Sun 2:00 


GATEWAY 8 


2850 Calgary Trail, 435-6977 


THE LAKE HOUSE (PG, Dolby Stereo Digital) Fri 
Mon-Thu 3:30, 7:10, 9:30; Sat-Sun 1:20, 3:0, 7-10, 
9:30 


KINKY BOOTS (PG, Dolby Stereo Digital) Fr Mon-Thu 
3:40, 6:45, 9:15; Sat-Sun 1:30, 3:40, 6:45, 9:15 


INSIDE MAN (14A, coarse language, Dolby Stereo 
Digital) Fri Mon-Thu 4:10, 7:05, 9°35; Sat-Sun 1:40, 
4:10, 7:05, 9:35 


THANK YOU FOR SMOKING (144, crude sexual lan 
guage, mature themes, Dolby Stereo Digital) Fri Mon- 
Thu 3:50, 7:30, 9:20; Sat-Sun 12:30, 3:50, 7:30, 9:20 


A PRAIRIE HOME COMPANION (PG, DTS Digital) Fi 
Mon-Thu 4:00, 6:50, 9:50; Sat-Sun 12:40, 4:00, 6:50, 
9:50 


POSEIDON (14A. DTS Digital) Fri Mon-Thu 3:30. 
6:4G; Sat 1:00, 3:30, 6:40; Sun 1:00, 6:40 


KRRISH (PG, violence, DTS Digital) Fri-Sat Mon-Thu 
8:45; Sun 3:30, 8:45 


RV (PG, Dolby Stereo Digital) Fri Mon-Thu 4:20, 7: 15; 
Sat-Sun 1:10, 4:20, 7:15 


THE OMEN (14A, gory violence, frightening scenes, 


DTS Digital, Dolby Stereo Digital) Fri Mon-Thu 3:20, 
7:20, 9:40; Sat-Sun 12:50, 3:20, 7:20, 9:40 


GRANDIN THEATRE 


Grandin Mall, Sir Winston Churchill Ave, St. Albert. 
‘458-9822 


THE DEVIL WEARS PRADA (PG, no passes) Daily 
1:00, 3:05, 5:15, 7:20, 9:30 


CARS (G) Sat Sun 17:00 Daly 3:45, 4:30, 7:00, 9:25 


FILM 


CLICK (14A) Daily 12:45, 2:55, 5:00, 7:10, 9:35 


eee RETURNS (PG) Daily 12:40 3:35 6:40 


PIRATES OF THE CARIBBEAN: DEAD MAN'S 
CHEST (PG, frightening scenes, not recommended for 
young children) Daily 12:55 3:50 6:50 9:40 


4762-50 St, Leduc, 985-2728 
PIRATES OF THE CARIBBEAN: DEAD MAN'S. 
CHEST (PG; frightening scenes. not recommended for 
young children) Daily 12:40, 3:45, 6:50, 9:45 


SUPERMAN RETURNS (PG. frightening scenes, not 
recommended for young children) Daily 12:30, 3:35, 
6:40, 9:40 


THE DEVIL WEARS PRADA (P<) Dally 1:00, 3:20, 
7:00, 9:40 


CLICK (14A) Daily 1:10, 3:30, 7:10, 9:30 


| MAGIC LANTERN CINEMA - SPRUCE GROVE | 
205 Main St, Spruce Grove 972-2332 


PIRATES OF THE CARIBBEAN: DEAD MAN'S 
CHEST (PG, frightening scenes, not recommended for 
young children) Daily 6:45, 9:30 Sat Sun Tue Thu 2:00 


METRO CINEMA 
9828-101 Ave, Citadel Theatre, 425-9212 
SOPHIE SCHOLL: THE FINAL DAYS (STC) Fri Sun 
7,00 Sat Mon 9:00 


HEADING SOUTH (14A, sexual content) Fri Sun 9:15 
Sat Mon 7:00, 


FAVA FILM CLASS (STC) Thu 7:00 


NEW WEST MALL 8 
8852-170 St, 444-1829 
STICK FT (PG) Fri-Sun 1:40, 4:00, 6:30, 9:00 Mon. 
Thu 4:09, 6:30, 9:00 


MISSION: IMPOSSIBLE Ill (14A, violence) Fri-Sun 
2:00, 4:30, 7:00, 9:30 Mon-Thu 4:30, 7:00, 9:30 


UNITED 93 (14A) Fri-Sun 1:50, 4:20, 7:10, 9:40 Mon 
Thu 4:20, 7:10, 9:40 


ICE AGE: THE MELTDOWN (PG) Fri-Sun 1:45, 4:15, 
6:45, 8:50 Mon-Thu 4:15, 6:45, 5:50 


JUST MY LUCK (PG) Fri-Sun 2:10, 4:35, 6:50, 9:20 
Mon-Thu 4:35, 6:50, 9:20 


SILENT HILL (184, gory scenes, disturbing content) 
Fri-Sun 1:30, 4:10, 6:40, 9:10 Mon-Thu 4:10, 6:40. 
9:10 


THE SENTINEL (144) Daily 9:25 


THE BENCHWARMERS (PG, crude content) Fri-Sun 
2:30, 4:45, 7:30 Mon-Thu 4:45, 7:30 


TAKE THE LEAD (PG, coarse language) Daily 3:35 


SHE'S THE MAN (PG) Fri-Sun 2:20, 4:40, 7:20 Mc 
Thu 4:40, 7:20 


NORTH EDMONTON CINEMAS 
14231 197th Avenue, 780-732-2223 


PIRATES OF THE CARIBBEAN: DEAD MAN'S 
CHEST (PG. frightening scanes. not recommended 
for young children, no passes} , Fri-Sat 12:00, 12:45 
4:45, 2:30, 3:30, 4:15, 5:15, 6:30, 7,00, 7:45, 8:45 
9:45, 10:30, 11:00; Sun-Thu 12:00, 12:45, 1:45, 2:30 
3:30, 4:15, 5:15, 6:30, 7:00, 7:45, 8:45, 9:45, 10:30 


SUPERMAN RETURNS (PG, no passes) , Dally 
12:15, 1:00, 2:45, 3:40, 4:30, 6:15, 7:15, 8:00, 9:30, 
10:40 


THE DEVIL WEARS PRADA (PG. no passes) , Daily 
1:20, 3:50, 6:40, 9:20 


CLICK (14A) Fri-Mon Wed-Thu 1:50, 4:50, 7:20, 
10:10; Tue 4:50, 7:30, 10:10 Star and Stroters 
screening: Tue 1:00 

THE FAST AND THE FURIOUS: TOKYO DRIFT 
(PG, volance, not recommended for children) Daty 
10:20 

THE LAKE HOUSE (PG) Daily 1-30, 9:50 
NACHO LIBRE (PG) Dally 2:00, 4:10, 6:20, 8:30 
CARS (G) Daily 1:10, 4:00, 7:10, 10:00 


THE BREAK-UP (PG, coarse language, not re 
manded for young children) Daily 1:40, 5:00, 7: 


X-MEN: THE LAST STAND (PG, violence, may fight 
en young children) Daily 4:40, 7:20 


THE DA VINCI CODE (714A. violence, maturs theme) 
Daily 12:10, 3:20, 6:50, 10:10 


OVER THE HEDGE (G) Dally 12:30 


THE LOST CITY (144) Daily 6:5 


A PRAIRIE HOME COMPANION (P 
9:10 Sat Sun 2:30 


WEM, 8822-170 St, 444-2400 
PIRATES OF THE CARIBBEAN: DEAD MAN'S 
CHEST (PG, frigh 
young ch 
12:20 
10:00, 1029, 1 


SUPERMAN Ai 
12:15, 2:00, 3 


SUPERMAN RETURNS: AN IMAX 3D =XPERI- 
ENCE (PG, |MAX ict 
3:15, 6:45, 10:15 


digital, no passes) D 


CLICK (14A, Digital) Daily 12:45, 4:15, 7:4 


THE LAKE HOUSE (PG 


CARS (G, Digital) Daily 12 


THE DEVIL WEARS PRADA (PG, Dig 
Daily 12:20, 3:35, 7:10, 10:10 


NACHO LIBRE (PG, Digital) Daily 1:3 


THE FAST AND THE FURIOUS: TOKYO DRIFT 
(PG, violence, recommended for ci Digital) 
Dally 12:25, 3 0, 9:40 


THE BREAK-UP ( 
mended tor young 
7:20. 10:05 


SOUTH EDMONTON COMMON 


1525-99 St, 496-8585 


SUPERMAN RETURNS (PG. 
15, 1:15, 3:1 
0:45 Mon-Thu 12:1 


10:15, 
6:45, 7:15, 8:15, 10:15, 10:45 


THE DEVIL WEARS PRADA (PG 
Mon Wad-Thu 1:10, 
9:15, 10:15; Tue 2:1 
10:15 Star and Strol 
CLICK (14A) Daily 12:00, 2 


30; 5:15, 7:50 


THE FAST AND THE FURIOUS: TOKYO DRIFT 
(PG, violence, not recommended tor children) D 
12:50, 10:45 


GARFIELD: A TAIL OF TWO KITTIES (G) Daily 12 


NACHO LIBRE (PG) D 


CARS (G} Daily 1:20, 4:15, 7:10, 


THE BREAK-UP (F 
mended for young childre 


X-MEN: THE LAST STAN! 
en hidren) Fri-Tue T 


THE DA VINCI CODE 
Fri-Sat Tue-Thu 12:2 
6-50, 10:10: Mi 


OVER THE HEDGE 


P_WESTMOUNT CENTRE 


111 Ave, Groat Rd, 455-5726 
PIRATES OF THE CARIBBEAN: DEAD MAN'S 
pring scane ommende 


SUPERMAN RETURNS (PG) Daily 11:30, 2 
THE DEVIL WEARS PRADA (PG) Daily 1.00, 345 
7:15, 945 
CLICK (14A) Daily 12:30, 3:30, 7:00, 9:90 
(1) 780-952-3922 


PIRATES OF THE CARIBBEAN: DEAD MAN'S 
CHEST (PG; frightening scenes, not recommended for 
young chil Daily 12:40, 3:45, 6:50, 9:45 


SUPERMAN RETURNS [PG, Inghten! 
recommended for young children} Daily 
6:40. 9:40 


THE DEVIL WEARS PRADA (PG) Daily 1:00, 3:20, 
7:00, 9:40 


CLICK (14A) Dally 1:10, 3:30, 7:10, 9:30 
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Five O'Clock 
Is pretty early 


te | FAL JUL 7 (9 PM) 


~ | FIVE O'CLOCK CHARLIE 


co | WITH JOW RAE & THE RIVER, WILL KIDMAN 
2 | SIDETRACK CAFE $10 (NO MINORS) 


BRYAN CARROLL / bryan@vueweekly.com 

may not have been doing this 
[peestorr thing for very long, 

but I've learned a few things in my 
time. For instance, while making my 
way through the underbelly of Cana- 
da’s musical community I've leaned 
that calling a musician before noon is 
a practice best avoided. 

That being said, sometimes 
scheduling and the like necessitate 
the dreaded mid-morning chat, as 
was the case when | contacted 
Trevor Belley, bass player and man 
about town for Five O’Clock 
Charlie. Greeted by a groggy “Who? 
How'd you get my number?” when I 
explained who I was and why I was 
calling, Belley soon turned his 
attention to a more practical and 
pressing concem. 

“Oh man, I'm probably gonna get 
in trouble with my band,” he says 
“I'm normally not allowed to do 
these things [interviews].” 

After assuring Belley I wouldn't 
write anything that would make 
him look stupid (lying is another 
pretty useful journalistic tool), the 
conversation turned to Canada’s 
interconnected musical community. 


FOR A BAND LUKE Five o'clock Char- 
lie, who are committed to putting 
out interesting and honest record- 
ings and then piling into a van to 
sell them, the country seems to get 
smaller and smaller all the time—at 
this Friday's show, for example, the 
band will play with Jon-Rae & the 
River, whom they first met at a tour 
stop in Thunder Bay. 

“It just seems that everyone 
knows each other if they flow with 
the same scene,” he muses. “I think 


€ more connections 


r by mounting a full-on 


Canada tour, the band will 

t next summer with a brand 

hat they will start record- 

g with [well-known 

Ri orders producer] 
again and I’m really 

forward to that,” says Bel- 


playing mostly new 


y remains in the 
ucting this illicit 
excited fans can catch 
erial, as well as the 
moves the bassist is 


Known for. v 


Practice your devil horns 


SONVOLT /42 FRE 


JON-RAE & THE RIVER / 44 
DISTANT REPLAY / 51 


SLAYER STIRS UP CONTROVERSY EVEN WHEN THEY AREN'T TRYING 


TYSON KABAN / tyson@vueweekly.com 

all it controversy by way of 
i coincidence—even though 

iconic thrash-metal band 
Slayer have been contesting social, 
moral and religious norms in their 
songs for the past 20 years, they 
can't really be held directly responsi- 
ble for some of the more strange and 
disturbing things that their music has 
been connected to. 

Back in the ‘90s, they were 
(unsuccessfully) sued by the parents 
of a homicide victim who claimed 
that the three male teenagers 
responsible for murdering their 
daughter were compelled to do so 
after listening to Slayer songs, and 
their last album (which sported the 
unfortunate title God Hates Us All) 
came out by sheer coincidence on 
Sep 11, 2001. 

More recently, though, it was an 
anonymous group of fans in the US 
responsible for the latest hubbub. A 
group of hardcore Slayer fans (called 
“Hessians,” for some reason) mount- 
ed a National Day of Slayer on June 
6, 2006 (or 06/06/06), and urged 
their peers to spend the day listening 
to Slayer at full blast while at home, 
in the car or in public. One of the 
band's guitarists, Kerry King, even 
got into the spirit to mark the occa- 
sion. 

“I went to New York City and got a 
tattoo,” guitarist Kerry King says over 
the phone while on a tour stop in 
Cleveland. “Me, my wife, my friend, 
and his girlfriend ... we all got 666 
tattooed on us.” 


UNFORTUNATELY, SOME nogoodniks 
took it too far and spray painted 
“Reign of Blood” (the title of a 1986 
Slayer album) and other creepy 


TUE JUN T1630 M) 
SLAYER 


WITH LAMB OF GOD, CHILOREN OF BODOM, 
| MASTODON, THINE EYES BLEED 
SHAW CONFERENCE CENTRE, $49.50 (ALL AGES) 


imagery all over a seminary in New 
York, and while King probably does- 
n't condone such acts, he still does- 
n't shy away from talking openly 
about his disdain for religion. 

“To me, I think that organized reli- 
gion is just a giant farce,” he says, 
kind of casually. “I think it's a crutch 
for people who don't have a strong 
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MUSIC 


will of their own.” 

But with such a huge and dedicat- 
ed (if not out-and-out obsessed) cult 
following, isn’t Slayer kind of its own 
religion? 

“I've heard that people think Slay- 
er is their religion; on our War at the 
Warfield DVD, someone asked this 
guy if he was going to church or 
something and the guy said, ‘I just 
came from church. I saw Slayer!’” 
King chuckles. “I never thought of it 
that way, but I guess it kind of is for 
some people. That's pretty cool.” 

Those fans will still have to wait 


another month for latest piece of 
gospel according to Slayer, though 
Set for release this August, the new 
record, Christ Illusion, is the band's 
first in five years, and King is espe 
cially excited for the album—and 
whatever else might just happen— 
when it hits the shelves. 

“I thought the last album was pret- 
ty awesome, and I was wondering 
how we could make this next one 
just as good if not better,” he says. “I 
know that sounds like generic rock- 
Star gibberish, but the new album's 
awesome, man.” w 


REVUE / THU, JUN 29 / WILCO / 
JUBILEE AUDITORIUM Attention Edmon- 
ton: Shiny shiny pants and bleached 
blonde hair are the new black. Or pink. Or 
brown. Or something, The point is, Wilco 
can colour-coordinate my wardrobe any 
time. If you found yourself spending last 
Friday coughing through work with a 
hoarse voice and bleary eyes from staying 
through two encores and/or being exces- 
sively stoned on Thursday night, then you 
know what I'm talking about. And if you 
missed it, go see Wilco when they come 
back to Edmonton (probably in 2011. 
based on the current pace) and remembe! 
to take the next day off of work. —JOEL 
KELLY / joel@vueweekly.com 


——_ 


~~, ———_ - -—-— 


DAVID BERRY / david@vueweekly.com 
en Canadians think of 
Winnipeg, surely there's 
only one image that comes 
‘into their mind: that of cocaine- 
fuelled dance parties soundtracked by 
fat bass lines and groove horns, lord- 
ed over by men in six-inch platforms 
and star-shaped sunglasses imploring 
everyone around to “Funk ‘til dawn!” 
The parties are mostly attended by 
professional athletes and European 
aristocrats, of course, and culminate 
in everyone declaring Winnipeg the 
Greatest City in the World, then riding 
unicorns back to their moon castles 
Okay, so Winnipeg doesn’t exactly 
Scream “Jungle Boogie,” but for 
Moses Mayes turntabilist Grant 
Paley, being one of maybe two funk 
acts in town certainly has its advan- 
tages. Over his cell phone from Van- 
couver, Paley explains that the city 
does manage its fair deal of funk, 
even if they're the only ones around 
to give it to them. 


FA UL 7 (8PM) 
MOSES MAYES 
WITH ESHOD IBN YA 
VICTORY LOUNGE $12 


“When we first started, there were 
probably four or five other good funk 
bands, and we always thought more 
bands would pop up,” Paley says- 
“That never really happened. There 
are still a bunch of people who come 
out to our shows, but no one’s start- 
ing bands; everyone's into rock these 
days. I guess it’s just kind of a cycle.” 


OF COURSE, given the presumably 
comet-like nature of the funk cycle in 
Winnipeg, it hasn’t been easy for 
Paley and fellow founders Mark Pen- 
ner (guitar/bass) and Nathan Reimer 
(keys) to stay standing. Their mem- 
bership’s become increasingly tran- 
sient lately, with fellow founder and 
drummer Anthony Ozeaka being the 
latest to stop a full-time commitment 


to the band after a few other depar- 
tures cut they seven-piece down to a 
threesome. 

They've re-stocked the band with 
sessional players for the tour, and 
Paley says things seem to be fitting 
together like Burton Cummings and 
moustaches. It’s at least a bit of a sur- 
prise for Paley, who, maybe because 
he plays in a funk band in Winnipeg, 
always assumed that members skip- 
ping town would be curtains for 
Moses Mayes 

“We always thought—especially 
because we're a sort of funk instru- 
mental band—that if anyone left, we'd 
be screwed,” he explains, pointing out 
that bands usually need to mature 
together to get a tighter sound. “ The 
only thing that’s really changed is our 
song-writing process; it used to be 
seven people butting heads and com- 
ing up with something, whereas now 
we just program the shit out of it on a 
computer. Our live show is better 
than it was before, though." 


1. AFl-Decemberunderground (interscope) 

2. Danny Michel-Vahalla (maple) 

3. Tool-10,000 Days (zomba) 

4. Mark Knopfler & Emrnylou Hanis-All the roadrunning (mercury) 
5. James Hunter-People gonna talk (rounder) 

6. Regina Spektor-Begin to hope (sire) 

7. Eagles of Death Metal-Death by sexy (downtown) 

8. Various-Sorrow Bound:Hank Williams Re-Examined (ruby moon) 
9. Peeping Tom-Peeping Tom (Ipecac) 

10. Gnarls Barkley-St Elsewhere (downtown) 

11. Various-No Depression 2 (dualtone) 

12. The Raconteurs-Broken boy soldiers (v2) 

13. Bruce Springsteen-We shail overcome (columbia) 

14. Sonic Youth-Rather ripped (geffen) 

15. Kieran Kane, Kevin Welch & Fats Kaplin-Lost John Dean (compass) 
16. Xavier Rudd-Food in the belly (sattx) 

17. Alejandro Escovedo - The boxing mirror (back porch) 

18. Roy Forbes-Some tunes for that Mother of mine (aka) 

19. Neko Case-Fox confessor brings the flood (mint) 

20. The Co-Dependents-Live at the Meca Cafe Vol.2 (indelible) 
21. Jolie Holland-Springtime can kill you (anti) 

22. Various-30 years of Stony Plain (stony plain) 

23. Neil Young-Living with war (wamer) 

24, Yeah Yeah Yeah's-Show me your bones (dress up) 

25. Red Hot Chili Peppers-Stadium Arcadium {wamer) 

26. Massiv in Mensch-Clubber Lang (stb) 

27. Matisyahu-Youth (epic) 

28. Wolfmother-Wolfmother (modular) 

29. Karla Anderson-The Embassy Sessions (indelible) 

30. Calexico-Garden ruin (overcoat) 


MOTION CITY SOUNDTRACK 
COMMIT THIS TO MEMORY: ve 
DELUXE EDITION § 


As headliners on the 2006 Warped Tour, Motion 
Gity Soundtrack are everybody's pick to break 
wide open from this year's Warped Tour, 
following in the footsteps of My Chemical 
Romance and Fall Out Boy. With a bonus DVD 
packed with over three hours of footage, including an hour-long live per- 
formance, an unreleased bonus track on the CD, this is one deluxe edition 
put together to please the fans who have supported them so fervently. 


~ 10855 Whyte Ave. Shop online at megatunes.com 434-6342 


Service 
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What would Woody Guthrie do? 


TYLER MORENCY / tyler@vueweekly.com 

ver the course of his 16-year 
Ornons career, Son Volt 
progenitor Jay Farrar’s music 
has bounced between rock and 
acoustic folk. Many rock critics 
dubbed the genre of music “No 
Depression” after the influential 
debut of Farrar’s first band Uncle 
Tupelo (founded with Wilco’s Jeff 
Tweedy in the early “90s), but in the 
years since Uncle Tupelo disbanded, 
as shied away from carrying 
untry flag, while Farrar’s 
music is prou wear its country 

and folk influences on its sleeve. 

On the searing lead track “Ban- 
dages & Scars” from Volt’s latest 
release Okemah and the Melody of 
Riot, (pronounced Oh-KEE-mah), 
Farrar sings, “With the words of 
Woody Guthrie ringing in my 


SUN, JUL (8PM) 

SON VOLT 

WITH SHUYLER JANSEN 
| STARUTEROOM, $2650 


head"—clearly, the original travelling 
troubadour has always been an 
inspiration. 

“He's someone | always turned to 
both as a point of reference and—I 
think with this record—as a source 
of inspiration,” he admits. “During 
that period, I did feel compelled to 
write about some current events. 
Woody is someone who did that suc- 
cessfully.” 


AND IT’S NOT JUST the music part of 
the troubadour lifestyle that appeals 
to Farrar. After Edmonton, his near- 
constant touring will continue as he 


hours a day for security 
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makes stops in Ottawa and Quebec 
City before coming back to Alberta 
for the Calgary Folkfest, where Far- 
rar isn’t worried that most folkies 
are going to abhor Son Volt’s mix of 
country-tinged rock. 

“If they've invited us, they are 
okay with the idea of us doing what 
we do,” Farrar chuckles. “We don’t 
tailor the sets to the situation.” 

But despite using both a full rock 
band with Son Volt, Farrar says he 
can‘t get away from the acoustic 
guitar. 

“There's that aspect to the 
acoustic guitar—when you're pre- 
senting things straightforward and 
there is an immediacy to it—you can 
always get your songs across,” Far- 
rar says. “You're not relying on a 
light show or even electricity for 
that matter.” w 


MacEwan 


Now accepting students from NAIT and NorQuest! 


ir website www.macewan.ca/residence or call 780.633.8000 to apply, 
tore information. 


wwiw.MacEwan.ca 


REVUE / TUE, JUN 27 / ROBERTO OCCHIPINT! QUINTET / YARDBIRD SUITE Leading 
the band from the back of the Yardbird Suite’s stage, vintage double bass in hand, 
Roberto Occhipinti is arguably the most influential Canadian Latin-jazz bass player of 
the moment. His quintet began the evening with a tune by Occhipinti fondly called “T’ 
in recognition of his home-town of Toronto, and each tune to follow involved complex 
rhythmic development in the forms of 6/8 clave, afro-cuban, songo, rhumba, samba 
timba, and even just straight ahead swing. “Moonface,” composed and arranged by 
piano player Hidario Duran, employed a clave-over-reggae feel, leading to textured 
interaction between the players during improvisation, and Jimi Hendrix's “Voodoo 
Child” incorporating a muted trumpet and showed off the band’s playfulness and ver- 
satility. “! don’t endorse the use of the term ‘Latin-jazz’—it's too general,” Occhipinti 
had told me earlier. “‘Latin-jazz’ makes people think of bossa nova and what they 
don’t realize is that Latin music is more than just that.” No kidding. —MISHA MORO2 / 
special to Vue Weekly 
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DOORS 7 PM » SHOW 9:30 PM + HO MINORS 
TICKETS $24.95 nowaice us xerucseut saree omens 
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THIS WEEKEND - TICKETS STILL AVAILABLE! | 
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BUY YOUR TICKETS AT OR ticketmaster.ca 451-6000 JOIN THE UNION EVENTS MAILING LIST @ UNIONEVENTS.COM 
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THE COVER OF 
THE ROLLING STOWE 

ONLY SIXTEEN 

WHEN YOURE 
i LOVE WITH A 
BEAUTIFUL 
WOMAN 

WALK RIGHT IN 
SHARING THE 
NIGHT TOGETHER 
AND MORE! 


WITH GUESTS 


JULY 6 


DOORS 7 PM SHOW 9:30 PM + NO MINORS 
TICKETS $24.95 apvance es s7rucsetr somes ounces 
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Hit The Road, Jon-Rae 


EDEN MUNRO / eden@yueweekly.com 
nless you're just dying to hear 
| April Wine regurgitate “I Like 
to Rock” one more time, the 
most interesting music is often that 
which gives the impression of being a 
sonic map, detailing a journey that 
swings right at Albuquerque and 
strikes gold in unexpected places 
Jon-Rae Fletcher is one songwriter 
whose journey has been both physical 
and aural. After a youth spent in Sher- 
wood Park, he moved on to Kelowna 
and then Vancouver, where he 
recorded a few albums and put 
together the first incarnation of his 
band, the River. But then he commit- 
ted to true love, disbanded the group, 
and moved to Toronto with his girl- 
friend 
Once he landed in the Big Smoke, 
Fletcher immediately got to work put- 
ting together a new version of his 
band, Jon-Rae & the River, pulling 


FAL, JUL 7 (9 PM) 


Load 

= | JON-RAE & THE RIVER 
ec | WITH FIVE O'CLOCK CHARLIE WILL KIDMAN 
| SIDETRACK CAFE, S10 


“| HAD RECORDED them before acousti- 


cally just by myself, so it was obvious- 
ly going to be different from how I 
recorded them, but it turned out very 
well,” Fletcher reflects. “That record- 
ing more or less formed this band that 
we're performing with and recording 
with now. I just threw it together for 
the recording, and we've been playing 
together ever since.” 

Jon-Rae & the River have just 
recently finished recording a new 
album that will see the light of day 
this October, but while Fletcher is 
looking ahead with his music, he’s not 
afraid to reflect on the past, either, 
recently re-releasing The Road, an 


that released it, but they didn’t really 
do anything with it,” Fletche: 
explains. “They pressed a thousand 
copies, so there were like eight hur 
dred copies sitting in their office. So 
it's more or less re-released, since it’s 
the same album that was released in 
the first place.” 

The Road is a fitting album for th« 
band to have out right now, since 
that’s exactly where they're heading 
for a tour that will take them to the 
West Coast and back. Especially excit- 
ing about this trip is the fact that it’s 
the band’s first time out with new 
drummer Dave Clarke, who has neve' 
been outside of the Greater Toronto 
Area. Fletcher admits that there's 4 
contagious thrill in the air when 
someone first lays eyes upon th 
Rocky Mountains. 

“It's going to be exciting seeing 
his face pressed up against the win- 
dow, looking at the mountains,” 


}) SMASH HIT SINGLES “RIDIN” AND “TURN IT UP” 
_ WITH SPECIAL GUESTS 


SATURDAY 
‘JULY 15 


| DOORS 7 PM - SHOW 9 PM - NO MINORS 
| TICKETS $27.99 serpin ines ence amen ones) 


on 


Tickers avaitasie ar ticketmaster.ca 451-2000 


out some older material and laying _ album he had recorded before leaving _- Fletcher laughs. “And never having 
down an album appropriately titled Vancouver seen the Prairies? He’s going to shit 
Old Songs for the New Town. “There was a label in Vancouver _his pants.” vw 
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REVUE / THU, JUN 29 / COUNTERREVO- 
LUTIONARIES / SIDETRACK CAFE Local 
psychedelic garage rockers Betty 
Machete started things off last Thursday 
night with a solid set that mixed some 


well-chosen covers in with the band’s 
originals, while deVonder closed the night 
out with their raging, punked up attack. In 
between those two, Vancouver's Counter- 
revolutionaries took the stage, coming 
out swinging with a series of hard hitting 


tunes about subjects as diverse as eating Wat 

bacon while listening to Iron Maiden and “SHAS 
Bee. P some guy from Hamilton named Dave. JULY 5 - Last Chance Hollywood and myster 

But while the band had plenty of fun with 

their subject matter, the music was no 


joke: there was a palpable excitement 


€ ww emanating from the stage as the musi- <a SS ry 
| . cians kicked and jumped their way : SMO KIN 45S 
* 7 through the gig, cranking the amps to : 


eleven and blasting out the rock ‘n’ roll. i t ~ 

Between guitarists Adam Nation and § 435 3 oe WITH THE ROWDYMEN 
| Randy Forrester, the riffs were abundant il AND ROCKETONE 

and raucous, while the rhythm section 


} acted as the band’s heart, pumping blood 
with a thunderous beat.—EDEN MUNRO / 
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— THE TEMPERATURE IS RISING 
CAN YOU FEEL THE HEAT? 


WEDNESDAY NIGHTS 


i— 


THE INDUSTRY NiGHT YOU'VE BI 


THU 


LIVE MUSIC 


ATLANTIC TRAP AND GILL 
Jimmy Whiffen 
BACKDRAUGHT PUB Open 
stage 


CHRISTOPHER'S PARTY 
PUB Open stage hosted by 
Alberta Crude; 6-10pm 
DUSTER'S PUB Jam hosted 
by Brian Petch 


FEVER Vince Neu (motley 
Crile); tickets available at 
TicketMaster 


FOUR ROOMS Max Roach; 
8pm 

JAMMERS PUB Thursday 
open jam; 7-11pm 


J AND R BAR AND GRILL 
Open stage with The Poster 
Boys (pop/rock/blues); 8:30pm- 
12:30am 


JUBILEE AUDITORIUM 
Stompin Tom Connors; 8pm; 
}9.50-$49.50 


JUUAN'S PIANO BAR 
Graham's jazz favourites 


NORTH GLENORA HALL 
Jam hosted by the Wild Rose 
Old Tyme Fiddlers Society; 7- 
10pm 


RED'S Dr. Hook Feat. Ray 


THE ROOST Gorgeous _ 
Thursdays: goth/student night 
with DJ Ea, Toonflash, Dr. 
Lexxxi Tronic; $2 (non-mem- 
ber)/free (members before 
10pm)/$2 (member after 
10pm) 

RUM JUNGLE Student Night: 
Great beats 


STANDARD DJ Danny 
Howells (Uk); tickets available 
at TicketMaster, Treehouse, 
Underground (WEM), 
Colourblind 


VELVET UNDERGROUND 
NRMLS WLCM: Electro, tech- 
no, no wave, hip-hop with DJ 
Nik 7 and a rotating cast of 


AZUCAR LATIN NIGHT- 
CLUB Top 40 with Latin band 
and DJ Papi 

BACKROOM VODKA BAR 
Element: D'n’B/house/breaks 
with Degree, Phatcat, Neal K, 
Shortee, Sweetz and more 
BAR-B-BAR DJ James; no 
cover 


BAR WILD Bar Wild Fridays 


BOOTS Retro Disco: retro 
dance 


BUDDY'S Dance party with 
DJ Alvaro 


PREVUE / FRI, JUL 7 (9 PM) / SOUTHSIDE RIOTS / 
BACKDROUGHT PUB 
Watch local surf trio Southside Riots battle it out ina 
musical “fight to the death" with buds Deadcity Serpents. 
Musical fight, eh? Let's play it cool, boys. Real cool. 


guests; no minors; 8pm (door) 


WUNDERBAR fn and Out: 
with DJ Paul and Frank 


FRI 


CALIENTE'S Funktion Fridays: 
with DJ Majess and MC Keith 
Dean, Nitro Sound, DJ 
Invineeable and Babygirl 


DANTE'S BISTRO Text 
Messaging Singles Party: For 
singles 25-40; completely 
anonymous, totally addictive 


RUM JUNGLE Peoples DJ 
Spinning 

SAPPHIRE RESTAURANT 
AND LOUNGE Peat 
with Friday resident DJ Luke 
Morrison 


STARLITE ROOM Sweatshop 
Union, Character Traits, 
Derelict Dj (GOMP); no minors; 
Bay (door); $10 (adv) at 
icketMaster, Blackbyrd, 
Megatunes; $13 (door) 
STOLL'S Top 40, R&B, house 
with People’s DJ 
STONEHOUSE PUB Top 40 
with DJ Tysin 
TWILIGHT AFTERHOURS 
Flashback: house/hard with 
Johnny Dangerous, Andy 
Inertia, quests; 1-7am 
VELVET UNDERGROUND 
Moses Mayes, Eshod Ibn 
ie No minors; 8pm (door); 
$10 (adv) at TicketMaster, 
Blackbyrd, Megatunes; $13 
(door) 
WUNDERBAR Featured DJ 
and Local Bands 
Y AFTERHOURS Foundation 
Fridays: Deep funky house 
with Guru Nic-E, Rob 
Tryptomene, Status Inc, Tory P. 
Bree; no minors; 1-8am 


ATLANTIC TRAP AND GILL 
Jimmy Whiffen 


Ozmunds 


RENDEZVOUS Revega, \) 
all Mine, Killer Bad Sat nq 
the Metals (alt) 


SIDETRACK CAFE Kat); 
Guns Burlesque, The 
Firebrands, Black Coffee 
Cowboys; 9pm; $10 (door) 
TOUCH OF CLASS y- 
LaCroix 


ZAKS ON 51ST AVENUE 
Live band and dancing ever 
Sat; 10pm-1am 


DJS 


AZUCAR LATIN NIGHT. 
CLUB Top 40 with Latin bay 
and DJ Papi 


DECADANCE Sou! Hey 
Saturdays: Funky house ap 
break beatz with DJs T-Ba 
Femme Funk and local/int 
tional guests presented hy 
NewSound Entertainment: ; 
minors; 9pm-3am 
ESCAPE NIGHTCLUB 
Saturday Night House F 
with Urban Metropolis fe 
ing Harman B and DJ Kwa} 


FEVER NIGHTCLUB s 
Night Fever-tive to Ai 
91.7 The Bounce, DJ Sho 


FUNKY BUDDHA (WHYTE 
AVE) Top tracks, rock. rety 
with DJ Damian 


GINGUR SKY Soulout 
Saturdays 

LEVEL 2 LOUNGE Sizle 
Saturday; DJ Groovy Cuvy 
guests 

ONE ON WHYTE Saturday 
Nights: Me 40, R&B, house 
with People’s DJ 


RED STAR Indie rock, hip ho 


Sawyer ESCAPE Fahrenheit Fridays ADICAR X-Band, DJ Papi and ee ene 
mee te te patton ESMERALDA'S DJ Jimmy he Master F Loopin' the 31d 
oS pe | City and Colour, Friday; 8pm (doar) BLACK DOG FREEHOUSE Rren : 
ay Anything, John Ralston; : Hair of the Dog: 4-6pm; no WHYTE Top 
7pm; $29.50-$35 at FEVER NIGHTCLUB Friday cover 40, R&B, house with People 
icketMaster RTPA Nights: with DJ Shocker CASINO NTON DJ 
GILL EDMO! 
FF SIDETRACK CAFE Subciy erent FUNKY BUDDHA (WHYTE | Mustang countryiocl) SPORTSWORLD ROLLER 
—= \ ellers, Likely Lads; Spm; $6 AVE) Top tracks, rock, retro SKATING DISCO Public sk 
| ) (door) AZUCAR X-Band, DJ Papi; with DJ Damian CASINO YELLOWHEAD eon $5; and Zpm-midnight. } 
hij | | 3% free Salsa lessons 9:30- GAS PUMP Top 40/dance Souled Out (pop/rock) $6/$4 (rentals) | 
HW in| DJS Oe = with DJ Christian DRUID WASPER AVE) pen | TWILIGHT AFTERHOURS | 
: \ ff ———_______________ |_ CASINO EDMONTON : Stage, all ages; 26pm Anthem: hard 
= } BILLY BOB'S LOUNGE Mustang (country/tock) eet Ad ST ie-Austin, | NRG/trance/funky with Jett § 
Escapack Entertainment ney 8 YELOWHEAD bay Ems and Lions’ us ROOMS Charlie Austin; Hil, DTDR, Big Daddy, ST | 
j i Se eUpey wd Tweek 1am-8am 
j Tinie te DDK as, Lipa! HALO pea indie eS Ane ea 4 p he aa ps WUNDERBAR Featured DJ | 
i ; arlie Austin; new wave, Brit pop, and ‘60s (i) roups; oo 
ae Ag pele ve 3pm soul with DJ Blue Jay, Du 5pm att Local/Bands | 
LIVE TO AIR WITH 91.7 THE BOUNCE FRAT. DJ SHOCKER Yohko Oh-no quiggies, ree tte de Bazaar 
ial ESMERALDA’S Big and Rich Ee 
Thursday: top 40, country rants quan 
THURSDAY JULY 0 FILTHY McNASTY'S Punk \ : : 
ee ReekBngowih SWAG, | JEFFREYS CAFE Bice ar ; 
FUNKY BUDDHA (WHYTE petal % 2 IVE MUSIC 
AVE) Requests with DJ JEKYLL AND HYDE PUB 4 - 
Damian Headwind (pop/rock); 9:30pm rr 
GAS PUMP Ladies Nite: Top | Ja'$3 Piece Frankenstein eS ATLANTIC TRAP AND Gill 
40/dance with DJ Christian (rock) eden in. , Jimmy Whiffen 
JULIAN'S PIANO BAR Terry % BLACK DOG FREEHOUSE 
ries fits am “orden PREVUE / FA, JUL 7 (10 PM) / ZOMBIE WALK / NEW CITY | | Got To Give It Up: Main Fo 
ES Teasey, Politic Live, | [WACLAB THEATRE- The zombie walk begins at 9 pm at the Leg grounds, Pe A ey disco 
osted by Kwame CITADEL Richard Thompson but afterwards you can join the Switchblade 
i! - m HLL 
MAYARE ae Urban, iy reco avaee eae ; Valentines and friends (and, presumably, an awful lot Feito 
pee eeene te st. office of zombies) this Friday at New City. jam 
x NEW CITY LIKWID LOUNGE CARGO AND JAMES TEA 
a Switchblade Valentines, D before 10 SHOPPE Open stage with 
q oe lounge music with DJ Zombie Walk se Ot ‘ poate efore 1pm, | HULBERT'S Aroot's Bazaar Rhea March; 7-10pm 
LEAD SINGER OF TLEY CRUE Bia OBYRNES fed Shag Carpet | vane cu Merit) CROWN AND ANCHOR 
ij KAS BAR Urban House: with 9:30pm; no cover HAVANA CLUB Urban, hip JAMMERS PUB Saturday PUB Jam every Sunday; 7p” 
PLAYING ALL THE MOTLEY CRUE HITS! - DJ Mark Stevens: pm ON THE ROCKS 0. Tok ees cts ig 2 open jam, 3-7:20pm: JAMMERS PUB Sunday 
TICKETS AT TICKETMASTER - PRESENTED BY FRVER-K-ROCK AND BUDWEISER NEWCASTLE PUB Students Burin By oD country/rock band, Spm-2am open blues jam; 4-pm 
ee Night: with DJ Odin SECOND CUP-TUDOR FRR, TLOUNGE Hypnotiq | JEFFREYS GAFE Sandy O'BYRNE'S Joe Bic’ Ie 
NEW CITY LIKWID LOUNGE | GLEN MARKET ST. ALBERT est Fosteyianut Wes iacllk9/ Jam: Open stage for all 
Trasheteria: Dus Naz Nomad Erroll Zastre (jazz); 7=10pm tered JEXYLL AND HYDE PUB 9:30pm: no cover 
and Beard of Bees SIDETRACK CAFE Five with People’s BJ | Headwind (pop/rock) 930m | oy THE ROCKS Moskey' 
Oclock Charlie, Jon-Rae and J.J.’$ 3 Piece Frankenstein Uncle 
SUITE 2554, UPPER LEVEL WEST EDMONTON MALL TAPROOM SOUTH Aero o | efiver Wiicnantion | SERTMMEBOMERAND, fcc OSCARS PUB Opn 
A New: classic rock, R&B, urban He Constantines); Spm; $10 New: classic rock, RB, ifn JULIAN'S PIANO BAR Sundays hosted by Chris , 
780-443-6666 pi pie with DJ Mikee; seo) and dance with DJ Mike; Jacinta Cormier Minter of Captain Tracto' (2 
pm-2am; no cover STARLITE ROOM Sweatshop 9pm-2am; no cover O'BYRNE'S On the Patio: pm, 
WWW.FEVERNIGHTCLUB.COM RED STAR Femme Fatale ta ests; no minors: BPM: | RED STAR Loaded Friday: Chris Wynters, Scott Peters; ROSEBOWL Sunday 07 
rock, pop, hip hop with DJ indie rock and Brit pop with DJ | 3pm; no cover aan featuring the igs/Ml 9. 
Kelty eee OF CLASS Yves Readymade Flyboy ON THE ROCKS Ozy We lonald alternate weeks. 
ALIOIX 
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aaron ie | "Speer Rien A 
; Al oll r etvo' Work 
i st ith Chis ‘AND LOUNGE Tapa at Bai guste a 


rs and guest Tuesday, popular house beats | |” NEW 
Mondave: Open stage win | JUUAN'S PIANO BAR wath DY Kevin Wong REW CITY URW LOUNGE 
pe mate iinet : ee NSS ghd ROLLER wena Stick Figure, Naylur, 
TAPHOUSE Monday Live: hosted by ee cien jam Deaach ersten te BYRNES Cy: Wynters Www URB ANLOUNGE NET 
riends, 9:30pm; no 
iam EDMONTON S BEST LIVE VENU 
HALE Little Flower open stage 


1 . herent hosted by Brian Gregg; 8pm Sill 
EK OT 


esl 


Sromic Improv, Jameoki and oa — at 
BJ Tim : : . DIS 
suDDY'S NIGHTCLUB ‘ ie 2 BACKROOM VODKA BAR 
rardust Lounge: with Mz REPO ? Deep Wednesdays: 
me SMX ad ts ” iat ss, j a : Deep House wit Niet ond 
Exdy Toonflash ‘ ere : 7 Smoov 

ENTE'S Urban Ladies . ? V? BLACKDOG FREEHOUSE } 
Night Sundays: DJ Gli : 
ese oe, Weapon X, aan ee es | 
Bi i BUDDY'S Gi F 

D Popscene: indie hits, 4 Midnite wan eay Ful, avi | 
pon ea » Te ln RANDON PARIS BAND) 
m0 nd fears wi = 2 Love, Yohko Oh-no, quests | 
fe fo ray 0: Ypm ESCAPE Wild on Wednesday THE C SANOVA PLAYBOYS { 
P10 COVE a FEVER NIGHTCLUB Industry “THIS 18 AN BARLY SHOW AT 6:45PM" 
RUM JUNGLE Serie ‘ ee SSE TE : 
industry Nigl LEGENDS PUB Hip h 3 

PREVUE / SAT, JUL 8 (8 PM) / THE FROSTED TIPZ / VELVET UNDERGROUND aid oe PBL & SAT JULY 07 & 08 


0 


SWORLD ROLLER 

G DISCO Public Edmonton's the Frosted Tipz release their long-awaited new disc at the Underground 
‘15pm; $5/$4 (rentals) with opening act the Secretaries. Masks optional. 
570 Stolli’s House 


with DJ Spineycle 
Wig Out Wednesdays: Psycho - 
¥ . a : : 


Rockabilly with DJ 


Seizures 


WED, JULY 12 


cal talent with DJ Angus 


ESMERALDA'S Top 40, coun- 
try, R&B with DJ Foreplay, DJ 
Jimmy 

FUNKY BUDDHA (Whyte 
Ave) Latin and Salsa music, 
dance lessons 8-10pm 

NEW CITY SUBURBS Bingo 
with DJ Dildozer and MC 
Fistinyourface 


THE ROOST Flamingo Bingo: 
with DJ Janny; 8-midnight, $1 


*$ The Next Best Thing 


dub, reggae, rock), The Stroke 
Madness; $5 
B,'$ PUB House band; 
9.30pm-lam; no cover 2 
JEW YORK BAGEL CAFE 
‘Marco Claveria (samba to 
ssc | UE MUSIC 
| COMMU. 


NITY HALL Acoustic 
BLIND PIG PUB AND GRILL 


Open mic with Duff Robison; 
8pm 


est: with Johnny le 
Dangerous, Andy Inertia, with Big Tickle; 8:30-11:30pm; | SHAW CONFERENCE CEN- | ‘50s, 60s, 70s, 80s and 90s; | RED STAR Funk 'n’ Soul funk. 
asts no cover TRE Children of Bodom, Lamb | 7pm-12 midnight; $5/$4 soul, disco, nu jazz, reggae. hip STATE 5; | 
UND : Of God, Mastodon, Slayer. (rentals) hop. with Cool Curt, Yun, 
fer foe Se DIS Thine Eyes Bleed Junior Brown, Remo a & / 
, Degree; no minors; no DARWDETCW SIDETRACK CAFE TreinWreck Tuesday. Punk THE ROOST Amateur Strip: D E T 0 K 4 T 0 B 
(G-Spmi/$4 (dooryS2 SPN ER enna Wid Waynefest Kickoff Party Rock: 8pm {door}; no cover Weena Luv, Sticky Vicky with , = oS SS 
dustry) londays: Service Industry Lovertine {formerly the . Du Alvaro; $1 (member)/$4 THURS, JULY 13 
nd rave styles with DJ Regan | BLACKDOG FREEHOUSE (EN Sees and DJs STANDARD Wednesday T iH E Ss E Ss S 
mC Polar Mondays every Monday lurdoch, Jon Nordstrom), —_______—_____ |_ Gone Wild Feat: with DJ | 
with DJ Penny Tentiary; Brock Skywalker and his Nestor Delano . Fr 
| Wooftop: Reggae. hip hop, Irregular Heartbeats, Spm; $10 j Sat JULY 1 a i 
func with Die Spent Ea (door) STARLITE ROOM Frontline PRI & SAT, JULY 14 & 15 | 
a = cco | THIRD PERSON VIEW | 
| BUDDYS Ashley Love and Dd Saeed mio S24 at V I E | 
BUDDY'S Malebox, DJ oid "rT rT ne 
2 FILTHY McNASTY'S Metal Arrowchaser Pe rad gee silt WED, JULY 19 ae | 
Mondays: with DJ S.W.A.G. legatunes ’ 
| pavers . CALIENTE Bashment STOLU'S Wild Cherry | 
jest local musi- Tuesdays: no cover ATLANTIC TRAP AND GILL Wednesdays: house/garage I R | 
| 


Stave Very and Fon & THE SEEMATICS 


VELVET UNDERGROUND 
Lushious Wednesdays: Retro 
altemative dance with with 
The JBOTS; no minors; Spm 
(door); $4 


WUNDERBAR Round one: 
Dancehall and Old School Rap 
with DJ Toma and Aminder 
Brown 


BLACKDOG FREEHOUSE 
Glitter Guich Wednesdays: 


FESTIVAL PLACE Zar, Karen 
and Helene Haugaard and 
Hoirup (Danish fok stars) 


JULIAN’S PIANO BAR Terry 
Jorden 


LEVEL 2 LOUNGE Open Mic 


PUB 8307-99 St, 430-9200 * BACKROOM VODKA BAR 103244-82 Ave, upstairs, 436- 
4418 « BAR WILD 10552 82 Ave, 951-9456 * BILLY BOB’S LOUNGE Continental Inn, 


16625 Stony Plain Rd, 484-7751 * BLACK DOG FREEHOUSE 10425-82 Ave. 439-1082 * 
BLIND PIG PUB 32 St. Anne Street, St. Albert, 418-6332 * BLUE CHAIR CAFE 9624-76 
Ave, 989-2861 * BLUES ON WHYTE 10329-82 Ave, 439-5058 * BONNIE DOON HALL 


ARDEN THEATRE 5 St. Anne Street, St. Albert, 459-7494, 451-3090/459-7494 * 
ATLANTIC TRAP AND GILL 7704-104 St, 432-4611 * AVENUE SKATE PARK 9030-118 
Ave, 499-1271 ® AZUCAR LATIN NIGHTCLUB 11733-78 St, 479-7400 « BACKDRAUGHT 


9240-93 St, 708-6555 e BOOTS 10242-106 St, 423-5014 * BUDDY’S 11725B Jasper Ave, 
488-6636 * CALIENTE 10815 Jasper Ave, 425-0850 » CARGO AND JAMES TEA 

SHOPPE 10634-82 Ave, 433-8152 * CASINO (EDMONTON) 7055 Arayll Rd, 463-9467 * 
CASINO (YELLOWHEAD) 12464-153 St, 463-9467 * CASTLE ROCK 570 St. Albert Rd, | 


WHERE THEY ARE 


NIGHTCLUB Phase 3 of WEM, 961-3117 * FOUR ROOMS Edmonton Centre, 102 Ave, 426-4767 « FUNKY BUDDHA (WHYTE 
AVE) 10341-82 Ave, 433-9676 » GAS PUMP 10166-114 St, 488-4841 * GINGUR SKY 15505-118 Ave. 913-4312/953-3606 * HALO 


» 15 = 


13160-118 Ave, 489-7462 » J.P. RANCH SALOON Jasper Place Hotel, 15326 Stony Plain Rd * JUBILEE AUDITORIUM 11455-87 Ave, )MONTON, A 


KINGSKNIGHT PUB 9221-34 Ave, 433-2599 » L.B’S PUB 23 Akins Dr, St. Albert, 460-9100 LEGENDS PUB 6104-172 St, 481- 17-7699 — 


2786 * LEVEL 2 LOUNGE 11607 Jasper Ave, 2nd Fl, 447-4495 * METRO CLUB AND BILLIARDS 10250-106 St, 990-0704 * -0323 
NEWCASTLE PUB 6108-90 Ave, 490-1999 « NEW CITY LIKWID LOUNGE 10081 Jasper Ave, 413-4578 * NEW CITY SUBURBS & 
10081 Jasper Ave, downstairs, 413-4578 * NEW YORK BAGEL CAFE 8430 Gateway Blvd, 432-2003 * NORTH GLENORA COM- 

7 © O'BYRNE’S 10616-82 Ave, 414-6766 * ONE ON WHYTE 10544-82 Ave. 437-7699 * AI \| 
57 Ave, 474-5270 * POWER PLANT U of A Campus, 492-3101 * QUEEN ALEXANDRA HALL 10425 University Ave, 499-1271 * - 
RATT (ROOM AT THE TOP) 7th FI, Students’ Union Building, U of A Campus, 492-2153 * RED’S WEM Phase III, 481-6420 * RED }} 5 
STAR 10534 Jasper Ave, 428-0825 ¢ RENDEZVOUS 10108-149 St, 444-1822 * RIGOLETTO’S CAFE 10068-108 St, 429-0701 * THE 


ROOST 10345-104 St, 426-3150 » ROSEBOWL 1011-117 St, 482-2589 » ROSSDALE HALL 10135-96 Ave, 429-3624 * RUM JUN- 
GLE Phase 2, upper level, WEM, 486-9494 ° SAPPHIRE RESTAURANT AND LOUNGE 10416 Whyte Ave, 437-0231/710-1625 * 


13710-104 St, 472-6336 ¢ STANDARD 6107-104 St, 438-2582 * STARLITE ROOM 10030-102 St, 428-1099 * STOLLI'S 2nd floor, 
10368 Whyte Ave, 437-2293 » STONEHOUSE PUB 11012 Jasper Ave, 420-0448 * TAPHOUSE 9020 McKenny Ave, St. Albert, 458- 10Sa4a 
0860 * TOUCH OF CLASS Chateau Louis Hotel, 11727 Kingsway, 452-7770 * TWILIGHT AFTERHOURS 10018-105 St * URBAN PHONE 

LOUNGE 8111-105 St, 439-3388 ¢ VELVET UNDERGROUND 10030-102 St (downstairs), 428-1099 * WILD WEST SALOON 12912- eax 251 
50 St, 476-2388 * WINSPEAR CENTRE 4 Sir Winston Churhill Sq, 428-1414 » WOODCROFT COMMUNITY HALL 13915-115 Ave, 
436-1554 « WUNDERBAR 8120-11 St, 436-5586 * XWRECKS 10143-50 St, 466-8069 « YAFTERHOURS 10028-102 St, 994-3256, x ee 
www.yafterhours.com * YARDBIRD SUITE 10203-86 Ave, 432-0428 © YESTERDAYS Pub 112, 205 Carnegie Dr. St. Albert, 459-0295 www. theonesonwhyte.-c 
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<B Ass J U LY 28th 


fig ius 
vais MATY 


NEW CITY 10081 JASPER AVENUE 


Ser yETCevereveerer sehie ny 
3 0 : Lit t i] zt 


Various 
Punkorama 10 


F PUNK TO COME 


Matchbook Romance Refused 
Stories & Allbls The Shape of Punk to Come .. And Out Come the Wolves 


Motion City Soundtrack From First To Last 
Commit This to Memory Dear Diary, My Teen Angst... 
ie us" 


(Logk for this stickers / | 
| } 


get entertained. 


MUSIC JU 6-JUY 12,2006 = WUE WEEK 


SSTARLITE FROOM &@ WELVET UNDERGROUND 


UPCOMING EVENTS 


CHARACTER TRAITS 


DOGOGRS SPM. 1S+. TICKETS 310 IN ADVANCE 
AT TICKETMASTER COM. BLACKBYRD 
AND FAECATUNES. S13 AT THE 


TICKETS ON SALE nNoW! 


SATURDAY JULY & SUT! 


INIEWBS IVEETALCORE IVEASSACRE 
ECTHELION WRATH / METHODICAL BREED 
THE BUTCHERS HAND / BENEATH THE REMAINS / HELDEN 


SATURDAY JULY 8 lt 


FROSTED TIPZomus 
with THE SECRETARIES anp GUESTS 


MARBLE ENGINE / KING RING NANCY / DIFINITY / CHEAP SUITS 


THE UNSEEN 


SATURDAY JULY 22 |T Mae 


DUDLEY DAWSON 


With THE ae POWER DUO AND GUESTS 


SECTION & 
ACANTHA 


FRIDAY AUGUST tf STAI; 


MONDAY AUGUST 14 {TEI} 


WOLF PARAD 


WITH FROG EYES 
AND GUESTS 


10020-1102 $1 
WWW .STARLITEROOM.CA 


NEW 
SOUNDS 


THE FUTUREHEADS 
NEWS AND TRIBUTES 
VAGRANT 


BILL RADFORD / bill@vueweekly.com 
The Futureheads are obvi- 
wv) ously from the UK—News 
and Tributes sounds like a 
THS ROCKS Cross between Bloc Party 
and the Kaiser Chiefs, and if that 
sounds up your alley, then, hey, it 
probably is. The slicing guitars contin- 
ue to borrow heavily from Gang of 
Four, providing a sense of cheer and 
relaxation that is still dance worthy. 

News and Tributes doesn't have the 
urgency that is common to dance 
rock and post punk albums. It’s laid 
back, but still catchy enough to do its 
job. Well, it is sometimes anyway: 
about half of the album fails to really 
stand out. Songs like “Fallout” fade 
into a blurry memory, and could lead 
some to say that the whole album 
sounds the same. 

Happily, the Futureheads are able 
to kick it up a few notches for some 
standout tracks. “Skip To The End” 
definitely skips along with bouncing 
guitars and toe tapping percussion— 
when the chorus finally hits, you'll be 
singing it for days. Similarly, “Back To 
The Sea” sways along, feeling like a 
song you've loved for years. The most 
energetic song on the disc, “Favours 
For Favours” strikes hot again: a little 
bit of jangle, the Futureheads usual 
harmony, another great chorus, and 
an extra shot of euphoria. 

All in all, while there is some filler, 
the standout tracks on the record 
make News and Tributes worth a spin 
or two. 


ist- 


records&cds 


AT MY TABLE 
INDEPENDENT 
EDEN MUNRO / eden@vueweekly.com 


There's an apparent simplic- 
wy) ity to Tamara Nile’s lyrics on 
THIS ROCKS 


“Trees,” the opening track 

from her debut full length 
album. She sings, “I wanna live on the 
land / | wanna make my clothes by 
hand / I wanna plant a garden green,” 
Suggesting a green tinted view that 
initially seems incompatible with 
today’s world. But Nile is not blind to 
her surroundings. If the words to 
“Trees” at first seem like the blueprint 
of a dream, they become something 
more conflicted when Nile’s chain 
gang melody mixes with a backwoods 
banjo and some steady stomping and 
clapping. The song turns into a cry for 
an existence that is being consistently 
crushed by the progress of big indus- 
try. 

As the album plays out, Nile avoids 
simply bemoaning that things are not 
as she might like them to be. Instead, 
she rallies for change, insisting that 
there is a better way out there. The 
overtones are not political, though; 
Nile's approach is always disarmingly 
personal, whether she’s singing about 
love or pain (or, quite often, both). 

The sound of the recording is raw, 
conjuring images of worn-out folk 
records (think Woody Guthrie), but 
Nile refuses to subscribe to the limita- 
tions of the past. She moves effort- 
lessly between banjo-coloured reggae 
("Get Together”), dirt road blues 
(“Rusty Door’), and spooky starkness 
(‘Willie’), giving the impression that 
history is a valuable tool for finding a 
better future. 


10649.124 street 
780.732.1132 
www.listenrecords.net 


The Bella/Columbus limited edition 


Split 7” EP is now available 
from Pop Echo Records 


THE VERTICAL STRUTS! COLUMBUS’ EP! JUNIOR BLOOMSDAY! 
AND DIETZCHE V. § THE ABOMINABLE SNOWMAN/ 


top 10 sellers 


01. rather ripped sonic youth 

02. the warming hot chip 

03. out of could storage this heat 
04. s/t ladyhawk 

05. guiag orkestar beirut 


get here quick on bus # 3, 5, or 135 west from downtown or the #7 north from the southside 


06. mother of thousands mv/ee 
07. scale herbert 

08. two/three dabrye 

09. the drift scott walker 

10. to find me gone vetiver 


CARIBOU 
UP IN FLAMES 
LEAF 


JOEL KELLY / joel@vueweokly.com 

Has anyone ever heard «| 
aged punk rocker Dick Man; 
toba? Me neither, man. Bac} 
THIS ROCKS in 2004, the dude got all riled 
up with Dan Snaith for touring around 
under the moniker Manitoba, whe) 
Dick himself has never even release, 
anything under that name. Methin\ 
they should have split the name, wit) 
Snaith keeping Manitoba and Dic} | 
keeping, well, Dick. 

In any case, time marches on | 
Snaith switched over to the nan 
Caribou, released the trippy-yet. | 
acclaimed The Milk of Human Kinc 
ness and got his PhD in Mathematic 
(Thesis topic: Overconvergent Siege! | 
Modular Symbols. Seriously.) | 

And maybe the name change was | 
for the better, after all—the whole | 
Manitoba back catalogue is being re- 
released on Leaf records for ov 
enjoyment. | 

Up In Flames, Snaith’s heralded 2003 
release, has stood the test of time quite 
well. Hints of the Chemical Brothers 
and Boards of Canada emerge and dis- 
appear from a wall of percussive beats 
making the perfect soundtrack to a 
summer roadtrip to Winnipeg 
Although a bonus CD of B-sides and f 
videos is ultimately forgettable, consid- | 
er adding this to your collection. j 


TAKING BACK SUNDAY 
LOUDER NOW 
WARNER | 


JOHN ESQUIVEL / john@vueweekly.com 

Taking Back Sunday definite 
ly weren't the originators of 
the slick, clean emo-boy rock 
TESS sound, although if you could 
go back in time and stop their incep- 
tion, there would probably be less of it 
out there on “alternative” rock radio 
and Much Loud. With pants getting | 
tighter and hair getting longer in the | 
emocore scene, the competition |s 
stiff—can TBS retain a seat at the table’ 

Louder Now does, admittedly, sound 
good. Unlike a lot of what comes oul 
of this genre, the production is subtle 
and provides the songs a lot of space 
in which to breath, and the songwrit 
ing and arrangements are mature, 
even giving way to some ripping gul- 
tar solos. But will anyone remembe! 
this record amid all the other three 
word-bandname emo bands? 

Perhaps. Louder Now does have 
dimension and the experience 0! 
more than five years of being a band 
That sort of thing just can’t be copped 
Whether this record can escape the 
emo white noise and break through to 
the mainstream is up to speculation 
but it will give a lot of emo kids 4 
decent album that will be the theme 
of their summer. 
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i as LIVE 


MUNRO / eden@vueweekly.com 

Whoa. Something's rotten 
here. Billy Joel looks pretty 
Ks spiffy in the CD booklet, so it 
p can’t be him. That leaves the 
nated, festering corpse of classic 
‘n’ roll. 

Now, Joel himself isn’t actually the 
sblem here. He occasionally misses 
note or two, but that’s not a bad 
g in rock ‘n’ roll, especially when 
Jeans into the tunes as much as he 
yes. And the songs themselves cer- 
y aren't the issue, either. The man 
a pretty decent songwniter, even if 
does sometimes spread the syrup 
n pretty thick. That's his style. 

No, the real trouble here comes in 
|'s choice of musicians to back him 
_ Every one of them is more than 
mpetent, hitting everything in the 
nt spot every time, but, just as the 
rgy rises when Joel sacrifices preci- 
on in favour of emotion, things grind 
a halt as the band wring all of the 
iternent out of their performances, 
ning the lengthy listening experi- 
e into a painfully dull one, which it 
esn't have to be. As itis, though, 12 
‘dens Live captures the kind of 
int-by-numbers experience that you 
{ at those touring Pink Floyd and 
d Zeppelin classic rock revues. 


TUM PROCUL 
UBLEBLIND 


HN ESQUIVEL / john@vueweekly.com 
It's a big gamble to stake 
your reputation on a live 
recording. MC5 did it for their 
THSSUCKS Gebut album, and it's still 
round as one of the greatest 
moments in rock, while it’s said that 
iss's live recordings (though they 
were, admittedly, somewhat less-than- 
live) helped push them to the top and 
ron Maiden’s Live After Death serves as 
touchstone in metal history. The live 
cordings of these greats were intend- 
d to show their prowess, to stray from 
tight arrangements of the songs, or 
© maybe capture a bit of something 
hat studio recordings cannot. 

In Opus Dai’s case, the live record- 
ing captures the slightly out of tune 
suitar or vocals. Opus Dai’s sound is 
Out of the System of a Down or Mars 
olta playbook of “virtuosic” vocals 
Soaring over tight, noodly guitars and 
Susy drums mixed with heavier parts 
© keep the kids dancing. Where as the 
‘Mars Volta, who also just put out a live 
®cording, use the live platform to stray 
from their arrangements and explore 
the songs, Opus Dai’s live recording 
Sounds rigid and inorganic. Some- 
times, it's better to get into a studio 
and get something down before show- 
ing it off in public in a live recording. 


Drunken Jay Pollock discusses 
NOFX's Punk in Drublic 


© | DISTANT REPLAY 


STEVEN SANDOR 
CS | distantreplay@vveweekly.com 


Most bands rehearse and rehearse in 
the hopes of getting better. But not 
Edmonton's Leftnutt; these clown 
princes of punk revel in the fact that the 
are “the worst shitty ass fucking band 
in this history of shitty ass bands.” 

Those words are culled directly 
from the band's bio. Really. 

But, to be fair, going to a Leftnutt 
show shouldn't be a shitty time. In 
fact, the band's reputation for drink- 
ing, having fun and not caring who 
they will offend has made them one of 
the hottest properties on the local 
punk scene. The band is working on a 
new still-untitled album, due out later 
this summer, which will be released 
on Dead Bunny Records. 

Given the band's devil-may-care atti- 
tude, it's not really a surprise that Left- 
nutt's Drunken Jay Pollock picks NOFX's 
Punk in Drublic as the album that most 
influenced his musical career. 

Released in 1994, Punk in Drublic 
was one of the key albums that 
defined the pop-punk sound of that 
decade. And while Green Day crossed 
over to the mainstream and the Off- 
spring never recaptured the success of 
their peak in the mid-'90s, NOFX 
stayed in the underground. 

While “Don't Call Me White” can 
still be heard in bars on Whyte 
Avenue on a regular basis, Punk in 
Drublic is still very much an under- 
ground album. Its strength was the 
band's sense of humour, its refusal to 
take punk seriously. With tracks like 


= | QUICK SPINS 


= | TAPLAYER AND FRANCOIS ZOLAN 
=H | quickspins@vueweekly.com 


SHAPES AND SIZES 
SHAPES AND SIZES 
(ASTHMATIC KITTY) 

Melodic nerd rock 

Catchy, odd enough to make 
Art snobs bob their heads 


PENNY LANG 
STONE + SAND + SEA + SKY 
(BOREALIS) 

Folk, the way it was 

Before them dirty hippies 

Got their hands on it 


BLACK STONE CHERRY 
BLACK STONE CHERRY 
AURA 


Southern-fried meatballs 
Start out rockin’, but descend 
Into bread-rock hell 


NAL SOUNDTRACK 
THETA SrA THE FURIOUS: 


TOKYO D 
(UNIVERSAL) 
Even Mos Def and 
Atari Teenage Riot 
Can't redeem this crap 


"Jeff Wears Birkenstocks,” “Reeko” 
and “Punk Guy,” NOFX showed that it 
could find a niche by being silly. 

“It's an album that [fellow Leftnutt- 
er] Matty [Fucker] and me talk about a 
lot,” says Drunken Jay. “It's an album 
we both grew up on—lIt's our 
favourite punk album of all time.” 

Despite the humorous bent, Drunk- 
en Jay marvels at how technically 
sound the band was. 

“Some of the stuff that sticks out is 
the drumming; it's so fast. 

“On a lot of punk albums, the drum- 
ming tends to get sloppy, but NOFX 
keeps it tight. And the vocals aren't 
perfect, but they're clean. You can 
hear what is being sung. That's a pet 
peeve of ours—you go to a punk rock 
show or listen to a punk record and 
you can't make out the words.” 

After Leftnutt finishes the record, 
Drunken Jay and company plan to do a 
lot of shows across small-town Alber- 
ta, get drunk a heck of a lot and act as 
silly as possible. 

"Our motto is: stay focused on not 
being focused,” he laughs. 

NOFX would be proud. w 


THE FORMAT 

DOG PROBLEMS 
(THEVANITY LABEL) 
Cranial popsters 


Less showy than Jellyfish 
Way less gay than Queen 


THE BICYCLES 
THE GOOD THE BAD AND THE CUDDLY 
(FUZZY LOGIC) 

Pure indie pop 

Light, quirky, and catchier 

Than avian flu 


Te CROWS 
cite ee LIVE 


What? No Mr Jones? 
Sha la la la la la ya 
Yeah, this band still sucks 


BUSTA RHYMES 

THE BIG BANG 

(AFTERMATH) 

He samples Daft Punk 

Plus superfreak Rick James, bitch! 
He's no Hammer, though 


A LIFE ONCE LOST 
HUNTER 
(FERRET) 


Grating metal-core 
Fuck, this shit is getting old 
Move on, you damned kids! 
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JULY 17TH 
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~ Gay writer 
= TOTALLY GAY 


| totallygay@vueweek!y.com 


Hi. This is writerboi626. I'm new to this 
whole thing so |’m not quite sure what 
I'm supposed to do. I've never placed an 
online personal ad before, but I’m always 
looking to meet some new people in the 
city. You know, a guy | can be pals with, 
casually date or, depending on the situa- 
tion, maybe more. And by “more” | obvi- 
ously mean “jogging.” Someone who'd be 
up for some dirty, meaningless, anony- 


~ mous jogging. 


To be honest, though, I’ve always 
found the thought of this online dating 
thing (or is “networking” the proper 
term?) kind of creepy. People posting all 
of their personal information on the inter- 
net, making it part of the public domain 
for any random person to read and judge 
and ridicule. Seriously, who does that? 

I've received a mixed response from 
my friends who've posted profiles like 
this before. One found a soulmate, one 
found themselves at the STD clinic. It 
does seem quite convenient, though, hav- 
ing all of these profiles to peruse while in 
the comfort of your own home. It’s like 
looking at a menu, deciding against 
ordering the quiche (too chubby) or the 
pork (looks like a sociopath), instead 
choosing the chicken (enjoys kickboxing). 


iva ASTROLOGY 


ROB BREZSNY 
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ARIES (MAR 21 - APR 19) 

Three years before Dan Brown's The Da 
Vinei Code came out, my book The Televi- 
sionary Oracle was published. In it, | riffed 
extensively on Mary Magdalene’s role as 
Jesus's consort, collaborator, and co-cre- 
ator of Christianity—similar in ways to 
Brown's themes. Sales of my tome are 
approaching 10 000, while Brown's have 
topped 61 million. Why the contrast? His 
work is a linear detective story, while 
mine is an experimental blend of magical 
realism, prophetic philosophy, and oracu- 
lar poetry. His characterizations and plot 
hew to established conventions of main- 
stream fiction, while mine spring from my 
muse and real life. The difference 
between our approaches is comparable to 
the choice you have ahead of you, Aries. 
You can opt for greater popularity and loy- 
alty to convention, or you can choose to 
be more of a secret as you rigorously fol- 
low the promptings of your inner voice. 


TAURUS (APA 20 - MAY 20) 

‘Once you open a can of worms, the only 
way to re-can the buggers is to use a larg- 
er can.” So says Zymurgy’s First Law of 
Evolving Systems Dynamics. | urge you to 
keep that in mind during the coming week, 
Taurus. You or someone close to you may 
suffer from a blissful mania or temporary 
nity that leads them to think that lib- 
g the canned worms is a wise idea. 
Maybe it will ultimately prove to be the 
right thing to do, but it could cause a 
ruckus in the short run. In any case, make 
it your job to have a barrel-size can on 
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Rejection’s as easy as a click of the 
mouse. Reviewing your typed conversa- 
tion before sending it eliminates those 
unexpected, embarrassing things you 
really didn't mean to say. 

But it’s all so random and generic; the 
lists of interests, likes and dislikes. How 
much can you learn about someone while 
being so completely disconnected from 
their actual person? Do people act the 
same way online as they do in real life? 
Of course they do. 

My pal Josh says that they're more 
like online impersonals. Hahahahaha! Get 
it? Or would a “LOL” be the more appro- 
priate e-slang for accentuating the gut- 
busting hilarity of that delightful pun? 
Whatevs. It’s been a long time since I've 
had a good casual date or, um, jog, so 
what the heck! Here goes! 

| guess | should tell you a couple of 
things about me. I'm gay and from my 
screen-name, you can tell that I'ma 

writer, a boi and think that the number 
626 sounds cool. I'm 22 years old and a 
Pisces, which means, among other things, 
that | was born in early March and have 
an irrational fear of walking underneath 
ceiling fans. My friends would describe 
me as friendly. My sister would say that 
I'm her brother. 

I'm tall and my hair is only one colour 
(brown). My best physical features are my 
ears and feet, and I've been told by many 
people that I'm quite attractive. | don't 


ee 
A 


hand for the re-containment. 


GEMINI (MAY 21 - JUN 20) 

Recently a team of a thousand workers 
spent a week scraping off 600 000 wads 
of chewing gum that had become bonded 
to the surface of Beijing's Tiananmen 
Square. If you choose to accept it, Gemini, 
your assignment in the coming week is to 
carry out a procedure comparable to 
China's massive, intricate effort to wipe 
the slate clean. It may be time-consuming 
and a bit excruciating—the equivalent of 
shuffling around for hours on your hands 
and knees—but in retrospect | think you'll 
be very glad you did it. Its surprisingly 
cathartic effect will make you smarter and 
wilder and kinder and trickier. 


CANCER (JUN 21 - JUL 22) 

This will be an excellent time—maybe 
one of the best weeks ever—to try herd- 
ing cats, coaxing hermits to do karaoke, 
and getting anorexics to eat veggie burg- 
ers with all the fixings. In other words, 
Cancerian, the once-inconceivable may 
become likely. The adventures you swore 
you would never have the courage to 
attempt are suddenly within your capaci- 
ty. You can at least partially dissolve the 
one fear you've always believed would 
hobble you forever. 


LEO (JUL 23-AUG 22) 

According to the Bible, the apostle 
Thomas did not immediately accept the 
other disciples’ reports that Christ had 
survived his crucifixion and come back to 
life ina resurrected body. “Unless | see 
the nail marks in his hands and put my 
finger where the nails were, and put my 
hand into his side,” Thomas said, “I will 
not believe it.” Later Christ appeared in 
person to Thomas and invited him to put 
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think they were just being polite, but you'll 
have to take my word on that because | 
haven't posted a pic yet. | couldn't decide 
which one accurately represents all of the 
facets of my complex personality. | could 
use the photo of me and my friend Erin, 
where we're pursing our lips and pretend- 
ing we're contestants on America’s/Cana- 
da’s Next Top Model. That one proves |'m 
both sociable and irreverent. | also have a 
picture where I'm looking away from the 


his hand in the actual wound. Moral of 
the story: the person who doubted was 
given a special privilege. Let that be your 
guiding thought in the coming week, Leo. 
Demand proof. Seek actual evidence to 
bolster your faith. 


VIRGO (AUG 23 - SEP 22) 

Jul 4, 1776 is generally regarded as the 
day the 13 American colonies issued the 
Declaration of Independence, thereby 
asserting their right to be free of Britain's 
rule. But the fact is that only two mem- 
bers of the Continental Congress signed 
the document on that day. Most of the 
other 54 men waited until August 2. In a 
similar way, Virgo, a process you thought 
was fully climaxed this week will not 
reach its full ripening until early August. | 
suggest you reserve making your final 
conclusions until then. 


LIBRA (SEP 23 - OCT 22) 

Your patron saint for the month of July is 
Dublin professor James Mays. A few 
years ago he made a major splash in the 
literary world. While researching the work 
of Libran poet Samuel Taylor Coleridge 
(1772 - 1834), Mays discovered 300 previ- 
ously unknown poems written by the co- 
founder of England's Romantic movement, 
doubling what had long been thought to 
be his total output. | predict that in the 
coming weeks, Libra, you too will make a 
breakthrough that will give you access to 
a fresh trove of creative resources that 
have been hidden from your view. 


SCORPIO (OCT 23- NOV 21) 

Like a bird, you seem to have the ability 
to defy gravity lately. You're acting with 
the expansiveness that comes from hav- 
ing a wide-ranging, high-in-the-sky view 
of life. Sometimes you remind me of a 


EVENTS 


ber fetish seeks jogger to 
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camera, hand on my chin, eyes off into the 
distance, appearing serene and contem- 
plative. It’s a pose I've coined “looking 
towards tomorrow,” and it reveals just 
how deep and thoughtful a human being | 
am. Or | guess | could just grab my camera 
phone, stand in the bathroom and take a 
quick candid of my reflection in the mirror. 
That would show my spontaneous side. 
Some of the obscure bands I'm listen- 
ing to at the moment are The Pipettes, 


thunderbird, which among Native Ameri- 
cans was a mythical raptor that carried 
messages between spiritual beings. Its 
eyes unleashed lightning and its enor- 
mous wings beat so hard that they 
spawned storms. But sometimes, Scorpio, 
you're more like a nightingale—a small, 
graceful songbird that sings beautiful, 
complicated songs at night when no other 
bird is singing. Congratulations on your 
versatility. Only you could pull off being 
half-thunderbird and half-nightingale. 


SAGITTARIUS (NOV 22 - DEC 21) 

A garbage strike turned out to be a lucky 
break for two people in Illinois. Brother 
and sister Ezekiel and Karen Garnett had 
bought a lottery ticket but then carelessly 
thrown it out. Many days later they heard 
that the winning $10.5 million ticket 
remained unclaimed. Was it theirs? They 
sifted through two weeks’ worth of trash, 
which remained uncollected outside their 
house because sanitation engineers had 
walked off the job. Voila! They found the 
precious ticket. Now | predict you'll be vis- 
ited by a comparable sequence, Sagittar- 
ius—a glitch that leads to a happy 
ending. It may be that an asset you've 
neglected or squandered will return to you 
because of an inconvenience. Or perhaps 
you'll realize how valuable a certain expe- 
rience is only after you've lost it, where- 
upon you'll recover it against all odds. 


CAPRICORN (DEC 22 - JAN 19). 

If you usually wear your baseball cap 
backwards, this will be a favourable time 
to turn the peak toward the front. If it's 
normally facing forward, | suggest you 
turn it around. In fact, everything’ you try 
in the coming week will have extra luck 
and grace if you approach it a bit askew 
or do it the reverse of your customary 


LOL with 
The Concretes and Rilo Kiley. Never hegy; 
of any of them? That's the point. If they, 
was a song that perfectly describes me at 
this exact moment, it would be Liz Phair, 
“Polyester Bride.” When are you gon), 
find alligator cowboy boots they just 
on sale, writerboi626? When?! LOL! |); 
so true. | watch films with subtitles {thy 
always have the most male nudity) ang) 
only read magazines and cookbooks | 
don't like potatoes and I'm really into cy 
rent affairs and tennis. 

What kind of person am | looking 
meet? Well for starters, you have to be» 
dude. You can't be exceptionally good. 
looking. Ideally you would be the same 3 
an Amy Sedaris character—an ugly pe; 
son who thinks they're pretty. Your heigh 
and weight aren't really that important ic 
me. As long as you're not short or (a) 
we'll get along fine. If there's a “/” in thy 
description of your occupation—as \ 
actor/dancer/choreographer/director/p\, 
wright—leave me alone. | don't care | 
you're a smoker or a drinker, and it would 
n't hurt if you had some sort of mental ‘i 
ness, you know, just to keep thing 
interesting. Um, what else ... | dunno. Bui 
| have to sign off now. This is getting way 
to real for me. 

For the record, though, if this was ; 
teal personal ad (it's not) and | was actu 
ally telling the truth (I'm not), I'd be qui 
alarmed at how willing and eager | was 
todo it:). w 


habit. The cosmic tables have turned, 
and the best way to capitalize is to flip- 
flop yourself. 


AQUARIUS (JAN 20 - FEB 18) 

Iran made a strong overture of peace to 

the United States in the spring of 2003. 
According to The Washington Post, the 
Iranians offered to recognize Israel, prom- 
ised to stop supporting terrorist groups, 
and asked for diplomatic talks concerning 
their nuclear technology. Tragically, the 
Bush administration ignored the proposal, 
missing a chance to cool down tension: 

that have led to today’s crisis. My analy- 
sis of the astrological omens suggests 
that you now have a comparable window 
of opportunity in your personal life 

Aquarius. You'll soon have a fresh oppor- 
tunity to dissipate simmering stress 
before it erupts into conflict. Even better, 
you'll be in a good position to negotiate 
pretty favorable terms for yourself. 


PISCES (FEB 19 - MAR 20) 

If I'm reading the astrological omens co!- 
rectly, this would be an excellent time fo! 
you to apply for a job as a crocodile train- 
ef, audition for a supporting role in a 1V 
soap opera, or give motivational speech 
es to five-year-olds. For that matter, |! 
wouldn't be outlandish for you to use 
chainsaw to create sculptures from dead 
trees, make a home video of yoursel! 
entitled “The Dancing Chef" or “The 
Wise-Ass Guru,” or write a research 
Paper on orca whales and quantum 
physics. In other words, Pisces, conside! 
trying things you've never considered 
before. Ask yourself if maybe you possess 
hidden talents that you haven't eve! 
begun to cultivate. Be receptive to the 
possibility that your destiny is more ope” 
ended than you've ever imagined. w 


Life Enrichment Centre, 
Lecture by author Herman 
lam) 


MONTHLY MEETING Organic 
2St © Thu, July 6 (6:30pm) * Free « 
reedom.ca 
VEL FE Unity of Edmonton Church, 
212-108. Meeting presented by Rev. Yvonne: 
ine * Every Tue (1-3pm) 
ONTON FRENCH MEET-UP Second Cup, 124 
945-5220) © Informal conversation 
French speakers welcome * Tue, 


ww-edmontonghosttours.com * Meet in front of 
ascuer statue, next to Walterdale Playhouse, 
322-83 Ave ® Take a ghostly walk through Old 
rathcona whi bid are pera " 
ra ghosts a intings © Until Aug. 31, 
spa © $5 ach 
DR THE SAKE OF ALL BEINGS | 
potisatva setae ise ly 14-16 with 
D . Weekend retreat in ul wi 
stan monk, Kushok Lobsang Dhamchoe of Gaden 
Ling Tibetan Buddhist Meditation Society 


CRISIS © Stanley Milner 


Www.gadensamten- 


Sir Winston Churchill Sq; Theatre: Lecture by 


bra 

0 Catlin, Tue, July 11 (7pm); Edmonton Room: 
ransmission meditation, Wed, July 12 (7pm) * 

ndant Books, 10310-124 St: Book signing of 

jeorge Catlin’s new book The Way to Happiness, 
hu, July 13 (7-8pm) 

LD LADY RAISED: REFLECTIONS ON 
SEARCH AND ABORIGINAL WOMEN 
monton Learning Centre, Peace Hills Trust Tower 
0, Am 1112, 1011-109 St (428-2064) © Lecture 
Kim Ander: of the Four Seasons 
beakers Series * July 6 (12-1:30pm) © Free 


[ATION 11403-101 St, www.gadensamten- 
ng.org (479-0014) * Gaden Samten Ling Tibetan 
ddhist Meditation Society by Kushok Lobsang 
jhamchoe; Beginner Tue (7pm); intermediate Wed 

pm); advanced Sun 11am-1pm) — 


ACISM IN THE WORKPLACE: CHALLENGES 

1D OPPORTUNITIES John Humphrey Centre for 
Peace and Human Rights, 404A, 10310-102 Ave 
93-2638) * Discussion on increasing diversity in 
Alberta's workplaces, efforts to embrace difference 
ind overcome barriers for visible minorities 

Wed, July 12 (7-Spm) © Free, pre-register 


VEGETARIANS OF ALBERTA Riverdale Hall kids 

playground, 9231-100 Ave, www.VofA.ca * Potluck 
(nic, bring a vegetarian or vegan or raw food dish 
Sun, July $ (5.30pm) © Free 


A WALK FOR PEACE AND JUSTICE Delta 
Edmonton South, 4404 Gateway Blvd to Office of 
Rahim Jaffer, 7616 Gateway Blvd (1-647-296-0969) « 
Walk to stop secret trials in Canada and end depor- 
lations to torture ® Thu, July 6 (1pm) 


\ EGAN TRAIL ASSOCIATION * Meet 
by the Bonnie Doon Recycle, 85 St, 85 Ave (440- 

46) ® Free guided hike, approx. 10 km at 
Saunders Lake ® July 9 (9am! 


OMEN IN BLACK In front of the Old Strathcona 
rsimers’ Market ¢ Silent vigil every Ist and 3rd 

jat ea month, stand in silence for a world without 
violence (10-11am) ® Sat, July 15 (10-11am) 


QUEER LISTINGS 


GAPE Faculty of Education, U of A Campus * Sex, 

sexual, gender differences in education and culture 
deus group * Contact Dr. Andre Grace 

{andre grace@ualberta.ca) for info 


ISEXUAL WOMEN’S COFFEE GROUP 
‘ttp://groups.yahoo.com/group/bwedmonton * 
»ovial group for bi-curious and bisexual women * 
2nd Thu ea month (7:30pm) 


‘BOOTS AND SADDLES 10242-106 St (423-5014) « 
Large tavern with pool tables, restaurant, shows. 
lembers only 


, oe) ee eee i) ®? 
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Fri: DJ Alvaro dance party, male 
ee er/fetish dun- 


at. 
geon, free pool, pool tournament, DJ Arrowchaser 
® Sun: Stardust Lounge with Mz Bianca and Mz 
Vanity Fair (11pm), DJ Eddy Toonflash 


DOWN UNDER MENS BATH HOUSE 12224 
Jasper Ave (482-7960) * Open 24/7 « 
Www.gayedmonton.com 


EDMONTON RAINBOW BUSINESS ASSOCIA- 
TION www.edmontonrba.org ¢ Monthly after busi- 
ness mixer: Network and share contacts in the GLBT 
business community * Second Wed ea month 


HIV NETWORK OF EDMONTON SOCIETY 300, 
11456-Jasper Ave (488-5742) or contact7@hived- 
monton.com * Programs and support services for 
people affected and infected by HIV/AIDS and relat- 
ed illnesses. Counselling, referrals, support groups, 
harm reduction, education, advocacy and public 
awareness campaigns 


INSIDE/OUT U of A Campus * Campus-based 
organization for lesbian, gay, bisexual, trans-identi- 
fied and queer (LGBTQ) faculty, graduate student, 
academic, straight allies and support staff © 3rd Thu 
ea month (fall/winter terms): Speakers Series, 
Contact Kris {kwells@ualberta.ca) 


LIVING POSITIVE 404, 10408-124 St, www.edmliv- 
ingpositive.ca (1-877-975-9448/488-5768) « 
Providing confidential peer support to people living 
with HIV © Every Tue (7-Spm): Support group # Daily 
drop-in, peer counselling 


MADELEINE SANAM FOUNDATION Faculté St. 
Jean, 8406 Marie-Anne Gaboury (91 St) Rm 3-18 
(490-7332) * Program for HIV-AIDS prevention, treat- 
ment and harm reduction in French, English and other 
African languages * Every 3rd and 4th Sat (9am-Spm) 
© Free (member)/$10 (membership) * Pre-register 


MAKING WAVES SWIMMING CLUB www.ceoci- 
ties.com/makingwaves_edm # Recreational and 
competitive swimming with coaching, beginners 
encouraged to participate. Socializing after practices 
© Every Tue and Thu 


PRIDE CENTRE OF EDMONTON 10010-109 St (488- 
3234) © Open 10am-10pm * Open 10am-10pm ¢ 
Bears Movie Night: Bears Club: last Sun ea month (1- 
6pm, TV room) * Trans Education/Support Group: 
Support and education for transsexual, transgendered, 
intersexed, two-spirited and questioning individuals; 
1st, 3rd, last Sun ea month (2-4pm) with Cady + 
Sunday Night Men's Discussion Group: Mens social 
and discussion group; every Sun (7pm); Rob Wells at 
robwells780@hotmail.com * Friends and Family 
Playgroup: 2nd Sun ea month (2-4pm) with Noelle, 
friendsandfamilyplaygroup-owner@yahoogroups.ca * 
Monday Movie Night: Movie nights with themed 
movies and discussion afterwards; every Mon © 
Community Potluck Dinner: 2nd Mon ea month (7pm) 
® Womens Spirituality Group: Drumming circle 2nd 
Wed ea month (7pm), in Rm 1 with Kucutzi ¢ Bisexual 
Discussion Group: Mixed social and discussion group 
drop-in; 1st, 3rd Tue ea month (7pm) Rm A, with 
Vanessa edmbigroup@yahoogroups.com * TTIO 
Alliance: Support meeting for transgender, transsexu- 
al, intersex and questioning 2nd Tue ea month; ttiqual- 
liance@shaw.ca, 718-1412 © GLBT Seniors Drop-In: 
Every Wed (10:30am-3:30pm) with Jeff Bovee, 488- 
3234 © HIV Outreach: Drop-in circle every other Thu 
(7pm) © in Together Qut Together Get Together: A 
welcoming group for GLBT members in their 20s, 30s 
and 40s Ist and 3rd Fri ea month, hosted by Robert 
Blatchford * Youth Understanding Youth. Youth sup- 
port and social group; every Sat (7-Spm); 

haw.ca; www.members.shaw.ca/yuy * NDP 
LGBT Caucus: last Sun ea month with Jay, 488-3234 « 
Parents Rock the World Workshops: PFLAG series for 
parents and questioning children; Feb-June, 488-3234 


PRISM BAR AND GRILL 10524-101 St, back 
entrance (990-0038) © Lesbian and gay bar/restaurant 


THE ROOST 10345-104 St (426-3150) * Open Sun- 
Thu 8pm-3am, Fri-Sat 8pm-4am * Wed: Amateur 
strip with Weena Luy, Sticky Vicky, DJ Alvaro * Thu: 
Rotating shows: Sticky’s open stage and the Weakest 
Link game 2nd and last Thu with DJ Jazzy * Fri: 
Upstairs: Euro Blitz: New European music with DJ 
Outtawak Downstairs: DJ Jazzy ® Sat: Every Sat like 
new years: Upstairs: Monthly theme parties with DJ 
Jazzy; Downstairs: New music with DJ Dan and 
Mike ® Long weekend Sundays: Betty Ford Hangover 
Clinic Show: Every long weekend with DJ Jazzy * 
Tue-Thu $1 (member)/$4 (non-member); Fri-Sat $4 
(member)/$6 (non-member); Sun $2 


STEAMWORKS 11745 Jasper Ave (451-5554) * 
Steam baths open daily (24hrs) 


WOODYS 11723 Jasper Ave (488-6557) « Open 
Daily (noon) * Sat-Wed: With Annie and Tizzy (7- 
12pm) @ Tue, Sat-Sun: Pool toumaments 


SPECIAL EVENTS 
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ADIDAS +10 WORLD CUP TOUR Foote Field, 
University of Alberta, www.adidassoccer.ca Free 
family event focusing on soccer skills, amateur 
games and human foosball matches ® July 17-18 
(10am-6pm) 

BLADE TO CONSIDER Alberta Legislature, 
A aneseny © Roller-blade fundraiser, roller 
bladers and cyclists will be participating ina 
marathon through Edmonton's River Valley to raise 
money for youth * Sat, July 15 (10-11am) « $25 
participate@ablade.org — 


STREET PER- 
'S FESTIVAL Sir Winston Churchill Sq, 
www.edmontonstreetfest.com (425-5162) * 
Featuring local, national and international street 
artists * July7-16 

\0D'S DRAW "PLAYGROUNDS™ Arts and Crafts Tent 
Sir Winston Churchill Sq * Free for children to draw 
within the Works Festivals theme “play”. An exhibit of 
work created will be shown at the Stanley Milner 
Library * Weekends (12-4pm), Canada Day (12-8pm) 


MOTION NOTION MUSIC FESTIVAL Evansburg, 
Thr West of Edmonton, motionnotion.com * 4 
stages, 80 musical acts, camping, workshops and 
more * July 13-16 © Tickets available at Foosh, 
Underground, Treehouse, Blackbyrd, TicketMaster 


OPERATION FRIENDSHIP SENIORS SOCIETY 
‘STREET CARNIVAL 9526-106 Ave (408-2966) © 
July 6 (11am-4pm) 


ROCKER GIRL CAMP www.rockergiricamp.com * 
July 10-14 


SERVICE CANADA CENTRE FOR YOUTH IN 
EDMONTON SUMMER JOB FAIR * South 
Atrium, Canada Place, 9700 Jasper Ave © Thu, 
July 6 (11am-3:30pm) 


‘SHINE AND DINE Alberta Ave, NAIT’s parking lot 
K, 106 St, 118 Ave © Automobile open house 
Street Dance with DJ Tanner * July8 © Food 
Bank Donations 


‘SILLY SUMMER PARADE Begins at 78 Ave, 106 St 
going east on 78 Ave to 104 St; north to Whyte Ave; 

‘West to 108 St to 78 Ave to Queen Alexandra School, 
7730-106 St (439-9166) * Parade starts at noon, fol- 
lowed by a Picnic-in-the-Park event. 


VEGREVILLE PYSANKA FESTIVAL Veqreville * 


Spécial performances by various groups includi 
Vohon Ukrainian Dancers * July 7-9 iy 


KARAOKE 


BAR-B-BAR 4249-23 Ave (461-2244) © Every Thu 
and Sat (9pm): James, Mr. Entertainment * Every 
Sun (7pm): James, Mr. Entertainment 
CASTLEDOWWN’S PUB 16753-100 St © Every Tue 
(Spm-lam}: with Off-Key Entertainment 

CAMELOT SPORTS BAR 10231-95 St (425-4298) 
* Every Sun (8pm-12): with Jeannie 


CROWN AND ANCHOR 15277 Castledowns Rd 
(472-7698) « Every Thu 

CHRISTOPHER'S PARTY PUB 37 Millbourne Rd « 
Every Tue (Spm): with Sonia, Prosound Productions 
ECCO PUB 9605-66 Ave © Every Mon (Spm): with 
Sonia, Prosound Productions 

GAS PUMP 10166-114 St (482-4841) © Every Tue- 
Wed (9:30pm): Gord’s Best Live Singing Show 


HAWKEYE'S TOO 10044-102 St (421-9898) * Every 
Fri (8pm-midnight): with Deb Thulin, Hot Karaoke 
Productions 


HOLIDAY INN 4520-76 Ave * Every Thu (8:30pm). 
with Prosound Productions 


KWIGHTS PUB SOUTH 19 Ave, 105 St (461-0587) 
* Every Fri-Sat (10pm-2am): Gord’s Best Live 
Singing Show 


MAZADAR 10725-104 Ave (429-4940) Fridays 
karaoke (Spm-late): with Chris 


M0J0’S Best Wester Hotel, Fort Saskatchewan * 


' SMILE 
' HERE 


Every Fri (8:30pm); with Sonia/Prosound Prodiictions 


O'CONNOR'S IRISH PUB 9012-28 Ave (469-8165) « 
Every Thu (9pm-lam) 

ON THE ROCKS 11740 Jasper Ave (482-4767) « 
Karaoke Mondays: Every Mon (Spm); Hosted by Mr 
Entertainments’ Scott Parsons * Salsa and the City 
Thursdays: Latin music and Salsa lessons; every Thu 
(Spm) 

ORLANDO'S 1 © Every Wed (Spm-iam): with Off- 
Key Entertainment 

ORLANDO'S 3 5104-104 St © Every Mon (Som-1 
with Off-Key Entertainment 


PEPPERS Westmount Mall (VW), 135 St, 113 Av 


(451-8022) © Every Thu (9 
from Stonerock Productions 
RATT 2-900 Students’ Union 
Campus ¢ Hey, What Are TI 
That Tune every Tue with 
baby. every Wed (Spm: v 


Idg, 8900 114 St. U of A 
a6 Calle 


& 


10604-101 
St (423-3499); every Mon-Sat (9pm); Sun (7p 
Ruth © Highstreet, 10315-124 St (4 
(9:30pm) * Old Strathcona, 104: 
every Thu-Sat (9:30pm-1-30am) 5 
Thu-Sat(Spm-tam): with Off-Key Entertainme! 
SPORTSWORLD INLINE AND ROLLER SKATING 
DISCO (3710-104 St (472-5336) © Every Tue, Fi-Sat 
{7pm-midnight), Sat-Sun ( ) 

VESTERDAY'S St. Albert * Every Thu (9:30pm-2am) 
with Off-Key Entertainment 
ZAKS OW 51ST AVENUE 105: 
5853/436-5047) Karaoke N’ 
(10pm-2am) 
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~-2|CLASSIFIEDS 


. EVER REASONED Ta HELP WANTED 
vo! LINE IS NOON THE TUESDAY BEFORE PUBLICATION 


test $15+/hr, Wed {night Me (day) | 
perm/PT. Must have mini-van or truck. Loo! ing for reli- 
CLASSES able, responsible person. Ph 907-0571 


Always wanted to “ a ee ae ae eT 
Weapons Classes. Call: Northern River Karate 
707 3693 to watch a class! wwaw. ThreeBattles.com CHANGE YOUR LIFE! TRAVEL TEACH ENGLISH 
We train you to teach. 1000's of jobs around the 
world. Next in-class or ONLINE by correspondence. 


Dramaworks: Theatre workshops for adults, July 6-9 “ i 
& 13-16 For information call 422-8162 or visit ws Ee ee 
Www.theatrealberta.com 


Drop in Meditation Classes —Thursdays 7-Spm 
Practical quided meditations, teachings discussion and 
break. A warm community with resident Buddhist monk. 
Everyone welcome! Gameau United Pl. 11148-84 Ave 
= Ph: 412-1005 www.MeditationEdmonton.org 


Are you a music fan looking 
for part-time work? 
Come join our team! 

Please drop a resume off in 

person Tuesday through 
Sunday after 8p.m., and 
Thursdays from 12p.m. on, at: 
10030-102 St 
Or call 428-1099 for more info 
Hiring all positions 


The Starlite Room and 
Velvet Underground 


16 YEARS OLD & UP 


$10 per hour 
Guaranteed 


Paid Weekly 


Evenings _ 


Monday-Friday a 
5:00-9:00 pm MUSICAL INSTRUCTION 


MODAL MUSIC INC. 221-3116 
Music Instruction for guitar, bass, drums, and percussion. 
Private instruction: focus on individual! Professional, 


CALL 702-55 1 9 Caring instructors with music degrees. Quality music 


instruction since 1981. 


‘WUEWEEKLY 


is looking for an 


| ADMINISTRATIVE & 
' PROMOTIONS ASSISTANT 


Applicants should possess: 
® Strong attention to detail © A great attitude ¢ Excellent Phone Skills 
* And be available Monday, Thursday and Friday plus evenings 


ad ct 


j 
We provide a part-time, fun work environment for a good wage and 
a chance to be involved with Western Canada’s best urban weekly! 7 


To apply, send your resume to helpwanted@vueweekly.com 


ey =s i 
ee > 2 


: PICTURE FRAMES SERVICES Versatile and talented actor, looking for role ;, 


Fringe Production. Over 30 stage productions in ,; 
resume, including comedies, dramas, and musica: 
Call Darrel at 487-5410, or e-mail darkar_s@mgp ;, 


PICTURE FRAMES 


9 SS eee 
Vohon Ukrainian Dance: auditions Fri, Juty 14 ., 
MOVIE POSTER SHOF PHONE DISCONNECTED? , 
FANTASTIC RATES 7pm at the Vohon Studios, 10629-98 Stree; 


‘all Ken at 424-6632 for more information 


pS eee 
Justice and Fair Trade in St. Albert: Call for Fa, 
‘Trade vendors/groups. Ph: 459-5511, 


Affordable picture frame options. Music Posters. 
8126 Gateway Blvd, 439-0408, 


) FASY RECONNECT, 5 


1-877-446-5877 


Se ee ee ee 
Female sitcom/screenwriter w/good humour ap, 
conceptual continuity. {nfl Duckman, Drew Cary 
Futurama, and Family Guy. Mike 634-1134. 


REAL ESTATE 


Little Church Gallery, Allied Arts Council 455 kip, 


Street, Spruce Grove Call for feature artists {, 
FO R S ALE 2007, Deadline July 15. Please call 962.0550 
Call to Enter: ArtsHab Studio Gallery features q, 


NORWOOD artists. Incl: Pri |; 10 slides/phatos; CV; Artis 
8427-115 Ave eo ment. For info Ph Tim 423-2908, 


excellent condition, ys \ ; 
2 ayn bungalow. Hardwood MUSICIANS 
floors, large living room, agp The UCSN (Urban Core Support 
bedroom and rath in basement. lp—, VY peng: ar unio ir are 
Steel fence. $132,500. eed (itampm), Contact Ea} Bissell Centre 423.7% 
486-0963, 454-8185 : WnDoy! oy Funk/jazz trio seeking keys, horns, additions| 


percussion, female vocalist (appearance and p 
ee erat important). Leave message 473-06 10. 


Bass Player available for working band, Yo J 
Neat appearance, excellent equipment, very expe 
enced, all styles of music. 


VOLUNTEER 


Edmonton International Street Performers _ 
Festival need volunteers July 7-16. Ph Linda at 425 


5162, email; volunteer@edmontonstreetfest.com 
WORKSHOPS 3 visituiaieediontanstreetfest com, a 


WUEWEEKLY 
CONTEST RULES 


Unless otherwise specified, 
the following will apply: 


Conquer your fear of public speaking. Join City Lights - 
Toastmasters! Meetings Downtown every Tuesday at Volunteers needed to teach English as as Second 
noon. Call Perry at 426-5882 for details. -to newcomers during the summer 
Morning or afternoons at the Edmonton Mennonit: 
Centre for Newcomers. Call Marty at 423-951 


ARTIST TO ARTIST Become a fiend t « NEW Canedian.Dulana 
8445 or www.eisa-edmontonorg % 


~ the winner must be 18 or older FREE® FREE® FREE* FREE® FREE ee ae 
ce iaieieal Hi atian soltneEe needed for A Taste of Edmonton 
i Festival. 20-29, 2822, ext 
- pnze must he accepted as awarded Need a volunteer? Forming an acting troupe? Want 25, Reale Sapa sume at $28 Be B 


someone to jam with? Place up to 20 words FREE. Ads 


more than 20 words are subject to regular price or cruel FACRA/CJSR Needs Volunteer Board Membe: 
itted in wniti we 
editing. Free ads must be submitted in writing, in per- Terms two years. Cjsr.com for details or email nornina 


- no one may enter any contest more 


son, fax or e-mail. Free ads will run for four weeks, if q = 
than once you want to renew or cancel please phone Glenys at tions@ojsricom 
o 426-1996/fax 426-2889/e-m glenys@vueweekly.com Of ——§ aa 
- you may win only once every 60 days drop it off at 10303-108 St. Deadline is noon the Old Strathcona Youth Society: Looking for volun 
Tuesday before pert ee will depend upon eee 21+ ese ae eh patent 
e 7 available space. youth, drop-in setting. laomi em 
Vue Weekly reserves the right to PeperHsnet 
exclude anyone from our contests Ge ey San a ee 
ARTIST T0 ARTIST Volunteer Yoga Instructor wanted at Strathcona 
hi . 2S SEE Pen Sener Ph Rita Mittelsteadt, 433-5807 
~no staff, Sponsors of members of their ne Busteaephet sent solo anise to ui (ie = ee ee 
. q “ lio on a time for prints basis. www.davenoel.com Help to broadcast news nationally for the blind 
immediate family may enter and print-restricted! Email edmonton@voiceprintcans: 


ART XPRESSED! Weeklong art camps for creative da.com, or call 451-8331. 
kids at Harcourt House. For more info call: 


- the personal information of those who 
426-4180 or see http://harcourthouse.ab.ca 


enter will not be sold but may be pro- 
vided to contest sponsors 


- the chances of winning depend on the Gr (= | 3 Vi nm e NO MORE LONELY 


‘@ NIGHTS 


number of entries received 


- by entering, entrants consent to the 

use of their names by Yue Weekly for - (o- (Just pick up the phone) 
publicity ; Women Always FREE: 

- Vue Weekly i not responsible for prizes 702.2224 


FREE Trial for MEN: 


unclaimed after 15 days 702.2223 


THREE LINES 
FOR $12.50 


CLASSIFIEDS 


SEX TRADE WORKERS 


lolly blonde, petite. Fun, tan loves to tease, 
OE oy ven mined, Call 413-0560 
Lic. # 56958547-001 
TIFFANY 


‘pARK HAIRED, BLUE EYED, BUSTY BEAUTY WITH 
BEAUTIFUL TANNED BODY. 413-0294, 


ADULTS 


Hottest Live Chat! 
it’s free for women, men get 30 min FREE 
using code 1752. (780) 665-4444. 


Hot local women! 
Call FREE! Chat NOW! 
780-669-2323 other cities: 1-888-482-8282 
18+. No liability. 


413-7144, Enter code 2310 


NEEDED!!! Make $799 US per month 
ith a spy cam in your bedroom. Voyeur website is 
currently looking for young attractive girls. 
Call Jamie for more info. 1-800-474-8401 


310-GIRL 


st live or meet local gay men. Try us for free! (780) 


Spanks but no spanks, rough guy 


. ASHLEY 486-5381 
Unbelievably Beautiful, Thick Blonde Hair, 
Green Eyes, 25yrs, 5'10", 120 lbs, 36C-27-34 
Extremely Fit. 
#/406529145/50450295 


GIA 486-5783 
Mediterranean, Black Hair, Green Eyes, 105|bs, 5'1” 
20yrs, 320-24-32, Implants, Wild & Crazy. 
#55595151/50450295 


JADE 486-5381 
FULFILLS FANTASIES 
Long Brunette/Blonde, Blue Eyes, 22yrs, 3206-25-29 
Dom & Fetish. | 
# 50450295 


BAMBI 488-6988 : 
FORMER MISS NUDE EDMONTON Mature 37 yrs, 
5'10", 125 lbs, 36B-26-36 Blonde Hair, Truly 24/7. 
4 7453709/50450295 


MIA 443-5954 
BUSTY BLACK BEAUTY, 36DD, 29"/38" 
Long Black Hair, Available 24/7, Call Now! 
# 45820901-001 


NATASHA 486-5652 
YOUNG, FUN & SPORTY! Long Brown Hair, Blue Eyes, 
572”, 105 lbs, 32B 26"/29", 20 yrs 
#57782793-001 


Busy AGENCY 


looking for 


RELIABLE ESCORTS 


that want calls 
and want to work 


Call Marci at 
310-GIRL (4475) 


‘443.5954 


BARELY 
LEGAL ~ 


WWW.310GIRLS.COM 


Young & fun college girls, newly licensed 
beauties available for you. Anytime. 
Costumes & mistresses also available. 


For Women Seekin 
Affairs & the Men 


Want to Fulfill Them. 


Over 970,000 
Ad Profiles 


1-866-742-2218 


SIGN-UP 
FREE! 


ALTSEX.COLUMN 


ANDREA NEMERSON 
altsex@altsexcolumn.com 


DVICE 


— 


DEAR ANDREA: 

After several bad relationships, | started 
seeing someone new. She's into “playful” 
spanking. She started spanking me on the 
Street one day, and | told her it made me 
want to hit her. She seemed to like it 
though, so | said OK, just not in public. 
Then | came over and she seemed really 
happy to see me and she was giggling 
around spanking me. And | was like, "OK 
this Is kind of funny,” rolling with it. 

Then later, lying in bed, she spanked 
me. | said “Don't do that" in a very clear 
and stem way. She spanked me again. | hit 
in her in the head. Then she hit me in the 
head. This pretty much killed things, and 
I'm Just about destroyed as far as being 
able to feel anything towards anyone. 

| feel unhappy with myself for hitting 
her but also angry at her for spanking me 
again. | tried to work things out with her, 
but she seemed barely able to understand 
my side of things. She implied that | 
would hit our kids. She works as a domi- 
natrix and seems very businesslike about 
her job. But aren't there safety words or 
something like that? Doesn't no mean no? 
Should | have begged her not to hit me? 
LOVE, SPANKMONKEY 


DEAR SPANKY: 

Gag, gross, no. Of course you should not 
have begged her. You should have 
grabbed her wrist and lowered her hit- 


ting-hand back onto the bed, while say- 
ing, very clearly, "| told you | didn’t want 
you to spank me. If you can't respect 
that, I'm leaving.” Of course, in order for 
something like this to work, you would 
first have to not be a wishy-washy wash- 
fag who giggles when spanked and then 
changes his mind. She might be a bit of a 
bitch but you do understand that from her 
perspective you were a total psycho, 
don't you? 

Whatever your internal process (which 
appears to have everything to do with 
wanting desperately to be liked), your out- 
ward behaviour was "Oh please don't 
throw me in the briar patch, Miz Domina- 
trix!” pretty much from the get-go. She 
couldn't read your mind, and then you hit 
her in the head. Doesn't no mean no, you 
ask? Indeed it does. For everyone involved. 
LOVE, ANDREA 


DEAR ANDREA: 
Things are going well with my boyfriend, 
except one thing. He is too rough in bed. 
He penetrates too deeply and too hard. 
He is also rough with his fingers and 
mouth. | have noticed a tear a few times 
on the edge of my vagina. | get reaily 
freaked out afterward when | see what it 
looks like down there. Does it make me 
more prone to infection? 

| have brought this up to him a few 
times, and he says he feels bad and does- 
n't want to hurt me, but I'm not sure if he 
really understands. | have a serious prob- 
lem with confrontation (especially in the 
bedroom) so it makes these things hard to 
talk about. Is this something | should end 


HOT MALE CHAT * UNCENSORED ERGTIGQISTORIES + TALKING CLASSIFIEDS 


All Man, 
All Live. 


_CruiseLine_ 
o> 


180.413.7122 


$24 


/T5 minutes: 1.906 


Romantic 
ho 


Use FREE trial 
code: 2315 


the relationship over? 
LOVE, SORE LOSER 


DEAR SORE: ~ 
Poor guy. He's not a brute; he's just some 
sort of lummox, or perhaps an oaf. He 
doesn't know his own strength, plus, he’s 
not so smart. He means no harm, though 
and if you like him, | see no reason you 
should have to lose him over this. Nor, of 
course, do | see why you should have to 
poke around checking for damage and 
holding cold compresses to your nethers 
every time he’s done with you 

See, I'm imagining you emitting tiny 
squeaks of dismay every time he handles 
you roughly, and maybe passing him neatly 
folded little notes that say, “ouch.” Speak 
up! He's barely registering your complaints 
if indeed you're making any, and th t 
you say “Too rough” and he says 
and then you both let it happen all over 
again. You don't want to be a wishy-washy 
dishrag like Spanky up there, do you? 

Of course an open wound w 
you more prone to infection, althoug 
he isn't carrying anything he can't give it 
to you no matter how clumsily he goes at 
it. | suggest putting him on notice that 
you intend to stop him the next time it 


hurts and show him some alternative “ 


moves. You don't have to put ona 
show-—just ask him to start with the gen- 
tlest, most lubed-up touch he can manage 
and move up from there ‘til you say 
“when.” If he's actually concerned about 
hurting you and wants to do better, he 
will be motivated to pay attention 

LOVE, ANDREA 


Teach English Overseas 
TESOL Certified 5 Days In-Class or 


Online/Correspondence 
Job Overseas Guaranteed! 


FREE Info Seminar Tuesday @ 7pm 
7712 104 St 
(Calgary Tra Southbound Across from Save-on-Foods) 
1-888-270-2941 @) FEEDS 
globaltesol.com Ota 


Safe * Discreet .« Anonymous * 21+ 


CLASSIFIEDS 
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Publications Mail Agreement # 40022989 


University of Alberta Library 
Bibliographic Services - Serials 
5th Floor Cameron 

Edmonton, AB. 

T6G 2J8 


DASHBOARD 


CONFESSIONALS BLUE OCTOB 


DUSK AND SUMMER 


The highly anticipated album from 
Dashboard Confessional, “Dusk and 
Summer”, featuring the smash hit 
single “Don't Wait” has arrived. After 
all the fame that comes with having one 
of the most beautiful voices in music, 
lyrics thatll make anyone shed a tear 
and the looks of a movie star, Chris 
Carrabba of Dashboard Confessional, 
has just dropped his best and most 
personal piece of work to date “Dusk and 
Summer’. Dashboard Confessional have 
found themselves on magazine covers, 
sold out shows, #1 singles & videos, 
soundtracks, and numerous awards. 


Listen to them for yourself at HMY! 


give hl 


the HMV gift card 


FOILED 


Blue October's new album “Foiled” 
featuring the hit single “Hate Me” is 
taking the rock world by storm. Blue 
October isn’t just your average, everyday 
rock band from Texas, The group was 
formed in Houston in the late ‘90s by 
lead singer/songwriter/guitarist Justin 
Furstenfeld, his brother, drummer 
Jeremy, multi-instrumentalist Ryan 
Delahoussaye, later joined by guitarist/ 
vocalist CB Hudson and bassist Matt 
Noveskey. The group’s epic live shows 
and exploration of subjects like mental 
depression, drug use, love, betrayal, 
forgiveness and cathartic transcendence 
have helped them amass a strong, loyal 
following through five albums. 


’ ju Sfue & i sass 


THE SUFFERER AND THE 
WITNESS 


After taking the Punk world by storm 
with their Gold selling album, Siren 
Song of the Counter Culture, RISE 
AGAINST return with vengeance, The 
Sufferer & The Witness is an astounding 
fusion of unhinged power, ear-grasping 
melodies, stimulating lyrics and the 
ability to reach audiences in both 
underground and mainstream circles. 
They have redefined Punk rules once 
again, Including the hit single “Ready 
to Fall”. The act’s prolific songwriting 
and captivating shows on stages both 
at home and abroad over the past six 
years have yielded career sales of over a 
half-million albums. 


A a 


UNIVERSAL 


VP 


music e DVD e more 


Prices in effect until August 2, 2006 os while quantities last. HMV reserves the right to limit quantities 
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